
Lesson 1 and 2: Structuring Narrative Writing

Please note: There is a lot to learn in these lessons. You won’t complete it all in one go! You can carry on in your next lesson – when you have spent 45 minutes on this lesson, stop and carry on with when your next English lesson would be – remember to make a note of where you pause the video at the end of each lesson. 
Use the following link to access the video lesson we will be working alongside. I have created this resource to support you in approaching this lesson.
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/structuring-narrative-writing/activities/2
You will either need to print this document out or have it open in word alongside the video link and you can type in notes as you go. 

Task 1: Write down everything you know about narrative writing. Listen to the teacher’s ideas, to help you with this. 

Task 2: Make a note of these key ideas:
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Task 3: Read along with the teacher as she shares this extract from the book ‘The Seven Basic Plots: Why we tell Stories.’
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Task 4: 
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Task 5: As the teacher goes through each of the following, make notes in your own words about each one – feel free to pause the video if you need to. 
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Task 6: Write the following prompt down and start to brainstorm some initial ideas about what your future story might be able.
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Task 7: Use the structure below to sketch out some initial ideas for a story. Look at the example below to help you.
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You may have spent 45 minutes by now, in which case you may want to pause now until your next English lesson – the video is at: 12:14.

Task 8: Have a think about which of the following you may have included in your planning:
Sketch out your basic plot  - what will happen, in what order to which characters? How will the story end?
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Task 9: Make a note of the following:
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Task 10: Copy the follow table into your own notes:
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Task 11: Listen to the teacher’s ideas to guide you and then:
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Task 12: Listen to the teacher’s ideas to guide you and then:
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Task 13: Listen to the teacher’s ideas to guide you and then:
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Task 14: Listen to the teacher’s ideas to guide you and then:
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Task 15: Make a decision on the following:
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Task 16: Make a note of the following:
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Task 17: 
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Lesson 3 and 4: Using Imagery in Narrative Writing

Please note: There is a lot to learn in these lessons. You won’t complete it all in one go! You can carry on in your next lesson – when you have spent 45 minutes on this lesson, stop and carry on with when your next English lesson would be – remember to make a note of where you pause the video at the end of each lesson. 
Use the following link to access the video lesson we will be working alongside. I have created this resource to support you in approaching this lesson.
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/using-imagery-in-narrative-writing/activities/2
You will either need to print this document out or have it open in word alongside the video link and you can type in notes as you go. 

Task 1: Look back through the planning from your previous two lessons.

Task 2: Listen to the teacher talk through her planning and then:
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Task 3: Listen to the teacher explain their plot structure and then check your own plot structure and make any changes accordingly.

Task 4: Copy the following table into your notes:
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Task 5:
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Task 6: Write a definition for each of the following – use google if you need to.
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Task 7: Read the opening to the teacher’s story:
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Task 8:
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Task 9: Listen to the teacher give some explanations to some of the decisions she has made with the imagery in the opening to her story.

THE TEACHER NOW SPENDS THE REST OF THE VIDEO TALKING THROUGH HER STORY – YOU CAN EITHER WATCH THE REST OF THIS TO GET SOME MORE IDEAS, OR YOU CAN WRITE YOUR OWN DRAFT FIRST THEN WATCH THE REST OF THE VIDEO TO GET ANY FURTHER IDEAS – IT IS ENTIRELY UP TO YOU.

Task 10: Now spend your next lesson’s 45 minutes to have a go at writing a first draft of your own story:
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Do not send this first draft to your teacher, as we will be drafting the stories in further lessons – your English teachers will love to have your final drafts and I will let you know when to send them. 
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We are introduced to our hero or heroine
in an imaginary world. Briefly or at
length, the general scene is set.

The Seven Basic Plots: Why we tell Stories
by Christopher Booker (2004)
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Then something happens: some event or
encounter which precipitates the story’s
action, giving it a focus.

The Seven Basic Plots: Why we tell Stories
by Christopher Booker (2004)
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In fact, the opening of the story is
governed by a kind of double formula:
‘Once upon a time there was such and
such a person, living in such and such
place ... then, one day, something
happened'.

The Seven Basic Plots: Why we tell Stories
by Christopher Booker (2004)
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What do we expect from the opening of a
narrative?

It is likely that a story will have...

Usually, the opening of a
narrative is used to...
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Overcoming the Monster

Rags to riches
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Write a story about a

uncertainty
secrets?

L& mystery?
lies?
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Write a story about a search for the truth.

Plot (or key

problem): Setting(s):

Searching for
the truth

Outcome:
Character roles:
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Plot (or key problem): a
young woman needs help
investigating her sister’s
mysterious death.

Setting: at first, in
Sherlock Holmes'
room at 221B Baker
street, then at a
dilapidated mansion
where the crime took
place.

Searching
for the truth

Outcome: thanks to the
superior mind of the detective,
the mystery is solved: the sister
was murdered by her
stepfather using a poisonous
snake.

Characters: the
detective, the
assistant, the victim,
the witness and the
villain.
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Overcoming the Monster

Rags to riches
Your story might have
plotlines; which is it?
Voyage and Return
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Some common harrative structures

linear (chronological)

telling the events of the story in the
order that they occur

nonlinear (fractured)

the narrative may jump around in
time or between different characters,
narrators or perspectives

circular (cyclical)

the story ends or is resolved in the
same place it began

parallel

more than one narrative voice runs
throughout
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Linear (chronological)

4. The villain is killed using his own
‘weapon, the snake.

Climax

3.Then, the detective visits the
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2. Next, her sister visits a using the clues discovered.

detective to ask for advice.

. First, a lady dies in mysterious
Fireumstances. Exposition Denouement

5. The details of the mystery are
explained to the reader.

<
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Arrange the key events of your story into a
linear narrative structure:

1. First,
2. Then,
3. Next,
4. Later,
5. Atthe end,
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Think about how you could rearrange the key
events into a nonlinear structure:

| could use a flashback to show...

| could switch narrators to...

| could shift focus from... to... in order to...
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Rearrange the key events of your story into a
circular narrative structure:
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Rearrange the events of your story into a
parallel narrative structur

Narrator A:

Narrator B:

Narrator A:

Narrator B:





image20.tmp
Which narrative structure will you use?

linear (chronological)

telling the events of the story in the
order that they occur

nonlinear (fractured)

the narrative may jump around in
time or between different characters,
narrators or perspectives

circular (cyclical)

the story ends or is resolved in the
same place it began

parallel

more than one narrative voice runs
throughout
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Narrative perspective

e First person point of view — the main character is telling
the story.

« Third person point of view — is when your narrator is not
a character in the story. The narrator can also have
different levels of ‘control’.
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Narrative perspective - Third Person narratives

e Third person limited - the narrator is limited to one
character’s perspective.

e Third person multiple —the narrator can follow the action
from the perspective of multiple characters.

e Third person omniscient — the narrator knows everything.
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ich rative structure

ill you use?

In my story, | am going to use a
narrative by....
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Take a moment to check your plan and make sure you are happy
with your narrative structure and perspec





image25.tmp
Vocabulary selection Technical control

Engage and convince
our reader

Link and develop ideas

Structure for effect;
make deliberate choices

Make precise vocabulary
choices

Use imagery and
linguistic devices for
effect — adjectives,
adverbs, similes,
metaphors, symbolism

Sustain style and tone

Use a range of
punctuation accurately:
full stops, commas, question
marks, exclamation marks,
apostrophes, speech marks,
colons and semicolons,
brackets and dashes
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What is imagery?
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Types of imagery:

metaphor personification

figurative language
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Opening a narrative with description

Rough winds shook the fragile, worm-eaten timbers
of the cottage. Hammering rain soaked the slates and
seeped through the gaps into the rooms below. The
tiny ramshackle cottage nestled, like a diffident child,
in a remote corner of the grounds of the imposing
mansion: Roxby Hall. Roxby Hall was a sprawling and
luxurious manor house with high barred gates which
loomed like soldiers over the estate.




image29.tmp
How am | doing so far?

Vocabulary selection Technical control

Engage and convince
our reader

Link and develop ideas

Structure for effect;
make deliberate choices

Make precise vocabulary
choices

Use imagery and
linguistic devices for
effect — adjectives,
adverbs, similes,
metaphors, symbolism

Sustain style and tone

Use a range of
punctuation accurately:
full stops, commas, question
marks, exclamation marks,
apostrophes, speech marks,
colons and semicolons,
brackets and dashes
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Write a story about a search for
the truth.
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An introduction to narrative theory:

the study of stories and their structure  the places or surroundings where the
narrative takes place

the main events of a story and their the construction of a fictional
sequence character
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On the face of it, so limitless is the
human imagination and so boundless
the realm at the storyteller’'s command,
we might think that literally anything
could happen next.

The Seven Basic Plots: Why we tell Stories
by Christopher Booker (2004)
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But in fact there are certain things we
can be pretty sure we know about our
story even before it begins.

The Seven Basic Plots: Why we tell Stories
by Christopher Booker (2004)
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For a start, it is likely that the story will
have a hero, or a heroine, or both: a
central figure, or figures, on whose fate
our interest in the story ultimately rests;
someone with whom, as we say, we can
identify.

The Seven Basic Plots: Why we tell Stories
by Christopher Booker (2004)




