
Power to the People: The Protest- Slogan

Year 9

Read through slides 1-10 
and make some notes. 

Answer the questions on 
slide 10. If you can, display 
these in a way that shows 

the style of the artist.



Bob and Roberta Smith- Information
Patrick Brill (born 1963), better known by 

his stage name Bob and Roberta Smith, 

is a modern British artist. He is known for 

his "slogan" art and protest art. 

As well as being known for his 

"slogan/protest" art and has been 

curator of public art projects, 

like Art U Need.

He works with lots of different 

media and even hosts the Make 

Your Own Damn Music radio 

show.



Lesson 1-What is slogan art?
It is art that uses slogans (phrases of text) more 

than pictures- but some pictures can be included.

Slogans are phrases or sayings that promote 

something, such as a brand, an event, a cause…

For example :

Black lives Matter

Tesco – “Every little helps.”



Bob and Roberta Smith
Make Art Not War

1997
Make Art Not War is a large, square painting 

on two plywood panels that are attached 

together by five wooden battens on the 

reverse. 

It says ‘MAKE ART NOT WAR’ . It uses 

Johnstone’s white gloss and orange Dulux 

household paint. 

Smith found the plywood panels in a skip. 

The letters are Signwriter’s Block and look 

like an advertisment. 

Smith produced cut paper stencils for the 

letters, placed the boards on a horizontal 

surface and then drew the characters onto 

them with a wax pencil so they are like a 

poster. 

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/bob-and-roberta-smith-10029


Smith said his father, a Second World War 

veteran and artist, said this statement to him.

Smith explained, ‘on his death bed he said to 

me, 

“Make art, not war. Don’t hate, draw.”

The painting is one of a series of similar 

slogan paintings which also feature 

humorous, funny slogans stressing art over 

violence, such as:

Easels Not Guns 1997 

Paint Not Plastic Explosives 1997. 

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/smith-
make-art-not-war-t12561

https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/smith-make-art-not-war-t12561


Having looked at some of his work, what sort of materials and media 

do you think he will have used on these pieces?







• To promote art
• To promote art in schools
• To encourage creativity
• To engage and interest people
• To say art is for all

What are the messages within his work:



Task for lesson 1

Answer these questions in full sentences -you can be creative about how 

you make your notes:

1.Who is Bob and Roberta Smith?

2.What is slogan art? Can you give an 

example?

3.What is the main medium of the artwork?

4.Describe the colour and style of the work…

5.What is the purpose of the artist’s work? 



Task For Lesson 2 
On an A4 piece of paper, make a mindmap or list of 

things that you think could become your piece of 

slogan or protest art. 

You MIGHT want to consider things like:

• The lockdown/ social distancing

• Peace not war

• Black lives matter/Equal Rights

• Home schooling and school

• The environment /Greta Thunberg/saving the 

planet/rubbish

• Bullying

• The new importance of things like baking, friends, 

keeping fit, zoom, positive mind set etc.

Begin to plan/sketch how you could make this into slogan art on a placard/piece of cardboard which will be 

the last task next week. From your map, create a short slogan and think about letters and colours.



Complete your own slogan 
art in response to something 
that has happened over the 
past year.  Work in the style 
of Bob and Roberta Smith.
Photograph your sign or 
placard and upload to Teams.

Extension work- Film yourself 
protesting or animate your 
message in some way! 
Remember art can be about 
getting important messages 
across to others.

Task for Lesson 3


