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Feedback and Examples

Quick EQ3 Quiz:
1. Which president approved the Pacific Railroad Act?
2. Name a cow town
3. What were open ranges?
4. Name a native American tribe that lived on the Plains.
5. Which Native American was the only one to defeat the U.S. in a war?

1. Lincoln  2. Abilene/Dodge City 3. ranches for cattle with no fencing 4. Sioux/Cheyenne/Apache 5. Red Cloud

We will now look at 9 mark questions – Remind yourself of how you should approach it:
Organised = paragraphs need have a theme; Analysis = include the 5Cs; knowledge = specific/accurate

TOP-TIP:
Use phrases that make your use of the 5Cs really obvious:
“ The cause of this was …………..”
“As a consequence of .....[name event]……..was that ………..”
“The difference (or similarity) between …………and…………was………………because…………”
“………[name event/issue] was a change to …………….because……………..”

Click for 
answers 



Feedback and Examples

A question you were asked to complete during home learning 
was:
Write a clear and organised summary that analyses the 
difficulties faced by settlers on the Plains and how they tried to 
overcome these. 

TASK:
Read the example given over the next 2 slides and highlight:
a) The theme of the paragraph
b) Where the student has used a 5C and which one
c) Where there is really specific knowledge
d) COULD YOU ADD ANYTHING?



The biggest issue the settlers faced was the weather. During the summer the temperature soared to 
nearly unbearable and during the winter it dropped to well below freezing. This was hugely dangerous 
for the people on the plains, in the summer there would be very little water around so the people could 
face dangerous dehydration and would find working in the horrendous heat very difficult. Their 
response to this was to dig huge holes (which required good tools and strong workers) and build wind 
pumps to bring the water to the top where it could be collected and used. During the winter there was 
often snow and as the Great Plains had no trees there was no wood to burn to keep them warm. Their 
solution to having no wood to burn was to burn chips instead, chips were dried buffalo and cow 
droppings this solved the issue of freezing but it often stank out their sod houses (houses made from 
dry blocks of earth). Not only was the weather dangerous to the people it was also bad for their crops. 
Throughout the summer when temperatures could rise to 30C, the grasslands of prairies were dry and if 
a fire started it could raze all of their crops and even their house down to the ground. This would lead to 
starvation or their holding would have to be given up. Their struggled to find a solution to this but their 
water pits could be used to keep the ground wet enough so that the fires would (hopefully) not be able 
to spread on to their crops. And the crops were even in danger during the winter, the harsh winds and 
below freezing temperatures could kill most of their crops. Some settlers came up with the idea of 
growing Turkey Red wheat which was from Russia that grew during the winter and could even withstand 
frost. However, these were not the only problems they had to overcome.



Feedback and Examples – Check your highlighting
Question:
Write a clear and organised summary that analyses the difficulties faced by settlers 
on the Plains and how they tried to overcome these. 

The biggest issue the settlers faced was the weather. During the summer the temperature soared to nearly 
unbearable and during the winter it dropped to well below freezing. This was hugely dangerous for the 
people on the plains, in the summer there would be very little water around so the people could face 
dangerous dehydration and would find working in the horrendous heat very difficult. Their response to this 
was to dig huge holes (which required good tools and strong workers) and build wind pumps to bring the 
water to the top where it could be collected and used. During the winter there was often snow and as the 
Great Plains had no trees there was no wood to burn to keep them warm. Their solution to having no wood 
to burn was to burn chips instead, chips were dried buffalo and cow droppings this solved the issue of 
freezing but it often stank out their sod houses (houses made from dry blocks of earth). Not only was the 
weather dangerous to the people it was also bad for their crops. Throughout the summer when 
temperatures could rise to 30C, the grasslands of prairies were dry and if a fire started it could raze all of 
their crops and even their house down to the ground. This would lead to starvation or their holding would 
have to be given up. Their struggled to find a solution to this but their water pits could be used to keep the 
ground wet enough so that the fires would (hopefully) not be able to spread on to their crops. And the crops 
were even in danger during the winter, the harsh winds and below freezing temperatures could kill most of 
their crops. Some settlers came up with the idea of growing Turkey Red wheat which was from Russia that 
grew during the winter and could even withstand frost. However, these were not the only problems they 
had to overcome.



The next topic is the Native American wars

Question: Why was there so much bloodshed 
on the Plains?

Quiz – Name that War!

1. 1851 Fort Laramie Treaty
2. Santee Sioux
3. Reverend Chivington
4. Battle of Little Big Horn
5. Cheyanne
6. Lakota Sioux
7. Crazy Horse & Sitting Bull
8. “let them eat grass…or their own dung
9. 105 women and children dead
10. Black Hills
11. 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty
12. Bozeman Trail

1. Red Cloud’s War 1866-68
2. Little Crow 1862
3. Sand Creek Massacre 1864
4. Great Sioux War 1875-77
5. Sand Creek Massacre 1864
6. Red Cloud’s War / Great Sioux War
7. Red Cloud’s War (Crazy Horse) /Great Sioux War
8. Little Crow
9. Sand Creek Massacre
10. Red Cloud’s / Great Sioux War
11. Great Sioux War
12. Red Cloud’s

Click for 
answers 



Remind yourself of the Native wars by using 
the next slide – knowledge organiser!



1. American expansion 1789-1838
2. The West 1839-60
3. Civil War and Reconstruction 1861-77
4. Settlement and Conflict on the Plains 1861-77
5. American Cultures 1877-1900

Settlement and Conflict on the 
Plains 1861-77: this enquiry is all 
about the railway builders (when 
expansion west and on the Plains 
grew massively during and after 
the civil war), ranchers 
(owns/runs ranches and farms) 
and homesteaders (a person 
who acquires or possesses land 
under a homestead law). 

Why was there so much bloodshed on the Plains 1861-77? 
There were four areas of conflict between white Americans and natives in the years 1861-77 over disputes over land, problems on the reservations, the words and actions of individuals and violence/revenge- you need 
to know all four of these in the four wars- Little Crows War 1861-62, Sand Creek Massacre 1864, Red Clouds War 1865-68 and The Great Sioux War 1875-77. 
As more ranchers and homesteaders followed their own vision of farming west tensions with the Indians rose as their nomadic l ife was being put to a bloody end. 
Three reasons for conflict were 1. Ecological tensions- competition for land and resources already existed between different tribes and now white settlers put more pressure and competition for grassland, resources and 
water had reached a crisis point. 
2. Hardening attitudes- between whites and natives in the 1860s as whites felt they were superior to other races. When white settlers settled on the Plains the US government came under pressure to sign treaties with 
different tribes concentrating Native Americans on smaller reservations where Indians had to survive on rations supplied by the Government, or convert to a settled farming way of life to feed themselves as opposed to 
hunting.
3. Guns and Fear- growing gun ownership and fear were an important cause as guns were used more and more to ‘solve’ conflicts. 
This all led to a number of terrible wars on the Plains. 
1. Little Crows War 1861-62: by 1861 the Santee Sioux had up to 28 million acres of land taken in exchange for small reservations in Minnesota. A lack of meat and corn meant the Santee Sioux faced starvation while the 
government agent in charge of this reservation refused to open up emergency stores. When Chief Little Crow came to negotiate he was told ‘let them eat grass, or their own dung’ leaving them furious. Within two days 
there was an explosion of violence where the Sioux attacked farms, towns and even army forts and around 500 settlers were slaughtered by Little Crow followers. On Sept 23rd Chief Little Crow was surrounded and 
killed and put on public display. Once the fighting was over 300 Santee were put on trial and sentenced to death but Lincoln stepped in and said only those accused of murder or rape to be killed. Some were imprisoned 
while the remainder were forcibly moved to a reservation in Dakota Territory 
2. Sand Creek Massacre: when gold was discovered at Pikes Peak in 1858, white American miners and other settlers poured on to lands of the Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes. In 1861 the US government forced them to 
small reservations in East Colorado. The Indians failed to produce enough food on the small area while government agents accused them of being lazy. By 1864 many Cheyenne warriors were forced to hunt outside the 
reservation to feed their families and attack white settlement. Lincoln granted the governor of Colorado permission to raise an army of volunteers to fight the Indian threat for 100 days. They were led by Reverend John 
Chivington but when the 100 days were closing in as it seemed Cheyenne wanted a peace settlement but the governor wasn’t happy as he felt he raised a regiment to kill Indians and they must. When a young Cheyenne 
warrior killed a white settler Chivington and his men set out for Sand Creek and revenge. Chief Black Kettle, sure of his agreement with the whites unaware of the murder stood in the centre of camp waving an American 
flag but Chivington ordered to kill and scalp all. Men, women and children lay dead. Months later Chivington was forced to resign and many of his men arrested.         
3. Red Clouds War 1865-68: After Sand Creek Black Kettle (survived) moved the Southern Cheyenne to safer lands. However some went north to Wyoming with stories of violence to tell the Lakota Sioux, fuelling an 
intense situation for them as when Gold was discovered in Montana, where the Lakota were they had a war with the US army. One gold miner, John Bozeman created a trail to the mining area through their land breaking 
the Fort Laramie Treaty of 1851 and the Indians, led by Red Cloud the Chief of the Lakota Sioux began attacking travellers along the Bozeman trail. US army were sent to protect the travellers and in 1866 the USA called a 
meeting to discuss protecting the travellers but Chief Red Cloud refused to sign. The USA began to establish army forts and a permanent military presence anyways and for the Lakota this was a step too far. During 1866 
Red Cloud and another leader Crazy Horse launched attack on US army forts and entire troops were killed and mutilated by the Lakota. Red Cloud victories continued through 1867 and 1868 when finally the government 
gave in. It met again with the Indians to sign a treaty and granted a vast amount of land including the Black Hills to the Lakota and Red Cloud promising US troops would stay away- The 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty was a 
massive humiliation for the U.S. government.  
4. Great Sioux War 1875-77 (Battle of Little Big Horn): In 1875, gold was discovered on the Sioux reservation in Dakota. In 1874 an expedition led by General Custer to the Black Hills to protect railway surveyors and find 
out if gold was present in the area broke Fort Laramie Treaty. Miners flooded in and the US government sent troops to protect them, despite the protests of the Sioux. The government offered to buy a large area of 
Sioux land, but Sitting Bull and a number of other chiefs refused. The Sioux refused the government offer to buy the Black Hills as they were sacred to them as they were the place where their nation began. The US army 
were sent in. They were defeated at the Battle of the Little Bighorn but eventually forced the Sioux back onto reservations and to sell their land. Although Little Bighorn was a great victory they were unable to win the 
war. The little bands of Indians that split up after Little Bighorn were followed and attacked during the autumn and winter of 1876-77. Outnumbered and short of ammunition, food and supplies, one by one the small 
bands of Indians gave in and returned to their reservations. By 1877 Sioux surrendered fully and US government took the Black hills and a further 40 million acres of Indian land.

Transcontinental 
Railway-
transformed 
American and 
changed it forever. 
The natives were 
affected more than 
ever before from 
this.

1861-77: The three 
areas that will be 
summarised in this 
enquiry sheet are:
1.How did Railroads and 
Ranches change the 
Plains?
2.How did 
Homesteaders survive 
and thrive on the 
Plains?
3.Why was there so 
much bloodshed on the 
Plains from 1861-1877?



Feedback and Examples

TOPIC: Why was there so much bloodshed on the Plains?

CONTEXT:
- Indian Removal Act (1830)
- Railroad
- Cattle ranches and towns
- Homesteaders

KEY ISSUES – WHY DID THE WARS START?

Little Crows War (1861-2) CAUSES Resources (food – problems on the reservations)
Sand Creek Massacre (1864) CAUSES Resources (food); Gold (Pike’s Peak forced into   

reservation)
Red Cloud’s War (1865-8) CAUSES Revenge; Gold (Montana), broken promises – 1851 

Treaty)
Great Sioux War (1875-77) CAUSES Gold (Black Hills); Land; broken promises – 1868 

Treaty)  

All of these events caused 
tensions between Natives and 
White Americans; competition for 
resources; encouraged whites to 
live on Native lands



TOPIC: Why was there so much bloodshed on the Plains?

We are going to look at an example of an 18 mark response to a question you 
were asked to plan.
TOP-TIPS: 18 mark questions:
- ARGUMENT – your paragraphs need to be based on an argument to do with

a theme eg ‘Gold was the main reason for so much bloodshed as it brought 
more white settlers onto Native lands.’

- Opening statement directly answering the question - PREFERABLE
- 4 paragraphs with arguments & specific knowledge (each paragraph should be like a 10 mark 

paragraph – we are only going to deal with 2 paragraphs in this presentation.
- Conclusion – which out of the 4 arguments you have used is the most important, therefore the answer 

to the question: THERE NEEDS TO BE SOME DIRECTION COMAPRISON TO GET TOP LEVEL 6 (16-18 
marks)

TASK: Read the example provided
a) Highlight argument
b) Highlight Specific knowledge 
c) Highlight explanation
d) What do you think of the conclusion?



“The conflict on the plains between 1861 and 1877 was mainly caused by white Americans and Native 
Americans competing for limited resources”. How far do you agree with this statement?

One limited resource that caused conflict between the Native Americans and 
the white Americans on the plains was food. When cattle ranching began to 
spread across the Plains during the 1870s, water and grass became scarce for 
the buffalo due to the vast herds of cattle that grazed freely on the Plains. 
Because the Native American’s main source of food, amongst many other 
essential products, came from buffalo, some tribes faced starvation. This 
caused violence between the ranchers and the Natives, and soon the ranchers 
were asking the US government to send the army to defend their property. 
Another example of conflict caused by competition of food was Little Crow’s 
war (1862). During the summer of 1862, the Sioux were facing starvation 
WHY? Their chief, Little Crow, tried to negotiate but no help came. As a result, 
there was an explosion of violence. The Sioux attacked farms, towns and army 
forts, killing around 500 settlers. Little Crow was killed and in retaliation, 
roughly 300 Sioux were put on trial and sentenced to death. Hundreds more 
were also imprisoned. 



“The conflict on the plains between 1861 and 1877 was mainly caused by white Americans and Native 
Americans competing for limited resources”. How far do you agree with this statement?

One limited resource that caused conflict between the Native Americans and 
the white Americans on the plains was food. When cattle ranching began to 
spread across the Plains during the 1870s, water and grass became scarce for 
the buffalo due to the vast herds of cattle that grazed freely on the Plains. 
Because the Native American’s main source of food, amongst many other 
essential products, came from buffalo, some tribes faced starvation. This 
caused violence between the ranchers and the Natives, and soon the ranchers 
were asking the US government to send the army to defend their property. 
Another example of conflict caused by competition of food was Little Crow’s 
war (1862). During the summer of 1862, the Sioux were facing starvation 
WHY? Their chief, Little Crow, tried to negotiate but no help came. As a result, 
there was an explosion of violence. The Sioux attacked farms, towns and army 
forts, killing around 500 settlers. Little Crow was killed and in retaliation, 
roughly 300 Sioux were put on trial and sentenced to death. Hundreds more 
were also imprisoned. This shows that some violence on the Plains was 
directly caused by competition for this limited resource: food.

Good strong 
opening point 
of argument!

Some 
useful 
knowledge, 
but vague 
in relation 
to Q

Good repetition 
of argument

Not good 
writing style, 
but does ‘sign 
post’ 
explanation

Good 
knowledge 
with 
explanation

Repeats argument at the end to link back to 
question

There is enough argument, explanation and specific, 
relevant knowledge here for it to be a successful 
paragraph. More emphasis on explaining the knowledge in 
relation to the question would help improve it



“The conflict on the plains between 1861 and 1877 was mainly caused by white Americans and Native 
Americans competing for limited resources”. How far do you agree with this statement?

PARAGRAPH TWO
Another cause of war on the Plains was gold. It was the cause of two major wars between the 
white Americans and the Natives: The Sand Creek Massacre (1864) and Red Clouds War (1865-
68). The Sand Creek Massacre was caused when gold was discovered at Pike’s Peak in 1858, 
causing people to rush into Cheyenne land. To make room for the settlers, the government 
forced the tribes onto smaller reservations in 1861. The Natives didn’t produce enough food 
and the government agents refused to give them more supplies, so some warriors had to hunt 
outside the reservations to feed their families and they began to attack white settlements. 
President Lincoln gave permission for an army of volunteers to be raised to fight the “Indian 
threat”. Even though the Cheyenne tried to discuss peace, they were turned down, and after a 
white settler was killed by a Cheyenne warrior the army of volunteers set out for revenge. 105 
Cheyenne women and children and 28 men were killed. Red Cloud’s War began with the 
discovery of gold in Montana. John Bozeman established a trail to the gold mining area, but it 
passed through the land of the Lakota Sioux. This broke the Fort Laramie Treaty of 1851 and 
angered the Natives. They began attacking travellers along the trail and US army forts, killing 
many men. The root of this conflict was gold, and it can be argued that gold was a limited 
resource, however this conflict was not the cause of competition over the gold, but because 
the Fort Laramie Treaty was broken and the Native hunting ground was intruded on. 
Therefore, this conflict is evidence that not all battles fought between the white Americans 
and the Native Americans were caused by competition over limited resources. 

Good strong 
opening point 
of argument!

Excellent 
knowledge 
BUT
There is no 
explanation

This bit 
saved the 
paragraph 
by 
producing 
an excellent 
argument / 
explanation

This paragraph proves that it does not have to be perfect to be good BUT, also highlights 
how easy it is telling a story of events and forgetting the explanation as you go through



“The conflict on the plains between 1861 and 1877 was mainly caused by white Americans and Native 
Americans competing for limited resources”. How far do you agree with this statement?

CONCLUSION
In conclusion, I disagree with the statement. I think that although a large portion of the wars fought 
between the white Americans and Native Americans was the cause of competition for limited 
resources (food and land), however an equal amount was the result of other factors (gold, building 
of the transcontinental railroad, and broken promises from the government). Also, it is not as simple 
and direct, and in the case of many disputes there were several factors and driving forces behind 
the conflict. For example, Red Cloud’s war was caused by gold, as well as the breaking of the Fort 
Laramie treaty, one of the governments promises to protect the Native Americans

This conclusion does not directly compare the factors/arguments put forward in the way the exam board wants 
and so it is not a Level 6 answer! Below is how a comparative conclusion could look like.

In conclusion, the causes of the conflict between white Americans and Native Americans was a 
combination of limited resources and broken promises. As America grew, farm land became more 
scarce leading to natives being removed and put on reservations, which led to Little Crow’s war 
and the Sand Creek Massacre due to limited food. However, of much greater importance was 
broken promises as the Fort Laramie treaties were broken twice because of gold (limited resource) 
leading to larger more significant conflicts like Red Cloud’s war and the Great Sioux War. This 
ultimately led to the end of any conflicts again between them and so is more significant overall.

A supported 
conclusion that 
compares the 
significance of 
factors



The next topic is the causes of the Civil War

TOPIC: Causes of the Civil War

Key Issue 1:
- Slavery – economic and social reasons

Economic Reasons for Conflict Social Reasons for Conflict

- North believed that it was unfair that 
the South had slaves = Northern 
businesses had to pay their workers 
reducing wages and investment

- South believed slavery was natural 
and the factories of the north turned 
workers into “wage slaves”

- An Abolitionist movement grew in the 
north = went against Christian 
teachings  and therefore morally 
wrong.

- ‘The Liberator’ by William Lloyd 
Garrison; National Anti-Slavery 
Society; Frederick Douglass; Harriet 
Tubman; ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ by 
Harriet Beecher Stowe = created a 
growing movement with the desire to 
spread of slavery and end it.

How did it 
help cause the 

war?

Slavery was integrated into the Southern society. Without slavery, the South would 
suffer economically = worth defending! Socially, the Abolition movement threatened 
the Southern society and its way of life = worth fighting to keep!



Feedback and Examples
TOPIC: Causes of the Civil War

Key Issue 2:
- States’ Rights – States not being told by the Federal Gov’t what to do.

A REALLY, REALLY IMPORTANT POINT(S) TO REMEMBER:
- The President and the Federal Government do not have total control over the country. States are able 

to set some laws for their states. This does not mean the Federal government cannot create laws for 
the states as it has to go through CONGRESS that represents the states:

- A) House of Representatives – States sent a number of representatives from their state based on the 
state’s POPULATION

- B) Senate – each state sends 2 people to represent their state in the Senate.

National laws have to pass both HOUSES to become law [Amendments to the Constitution need to have ¾ 
support from the states to be passed]

CONTEXT – Slavery is an integrated part of the South both economically, socially and politically.
- The Population in the north is growing faster than the south.



Feedback and Examples
TOPIC: Causes of the Civil War

Key Issues:
- States’ Rights – States not being told by the Federal Gov’t what to do.

KEY EVENT/PERSON:
- Abraham Lincoln.

WHAT DID HE DO?
- He was a Republican who did not want slavery to spread (Congress agreed in 1846) WHY? Slavery 

benefitted big land owners and he supported the average hardworking American, so he said he would 
stop the spread of it. = NOT GIVING NEW STATES THE RIGHT TO DECIDE

- Wanted to give free land to settlers in the West.
- Wanted to build a Transcontinental Railroad through the North
- Said US had to ‘one thing or the other’ it could not continue to be divided.

How did it 
help cause the 

war?
Lincoln views not only favoured the North (and the growing Abolition movement?) 
economically, but his views suggested that States (especially new States) would not 
have a say in how they ran themselves (especially if they wanted to be slave states)



TOPIC: Causes of the Civil War

Key Issue 2 continued:
- States’ Rights – States not being told by the Federal Gov’t what to do.

KEY EVENT/PERSON:
- Lincoln becomes President in 1861

Not one southern state voted for Lincoln – believed he would end slavery

Believing a state’s right to determine its own future was at risk, South Carolina SECEEDED followed by 
another 6 states = new country – Confederate States of America

Lincoln stated this was an illegal act.

Confederate soldiers fired on Fort Sumter in South Carolina [Lincoln had said all
military forts in the South still belonged to the USA]

How did it 
help cause the 

war?

Lincoln’s words could now be acted upon now he won the presidency – the South feared his 
words so much that they did not vote for him fearing they would lose their rights as states under 
Lincoln and so seceded to protect themselves (or so they thought) – Lincoln could not allow 
states to leave the USA; the South willing to form a new country.



TOPIC: Causes of the Civil War

Key Issue 3:
- Sectionalism – Republican vs Democrats

Republican Party: Anti-Slavery 
- est. 1854 following Kansas Nebraska
- believed slaveholders were too powerful
- supporters of capitalist economy

Democrat Party: - Pro-Slavery
- supported agriculture esp. cotton plantations
- believed in strong state government 
- lost support at 1854 as the party seemed to 

keen to satisfy wishes of Southern slave 
holders

1856 – James Buchanan becomes 
President (Democrat)
- He his actions force some Democrats to 

join the new Republican party.
WHAT DOES HE DO?
1) Supported the spread of slavery
2) Supported the Supreme Court’s Dred

Scott decision – Congress could not 
deny the right to have property = 
could not stop the spread of slavery

How did it 
help cause the 

war?

Buchanan’s actions helped push more 
Democrat politicians towards the new 
Republican party causing a strong political 
divide in America (seemingly based 
around slavery) with little room for 
compromise between the political parties



TOPIC: Causes of the Civil War

Key Issue 4:
- Westward expansion

REMEMBER THE LAST TIME WE LOOKED AT EXPANSION AND 
SLAVERY:
= 1820 Missouri Compromise BUT this fail over time

Key Event:
1850 Compromise:
- California would become a FREE state / Slaves no longer sold in D.C. / Territories like Utah/New Mexico 

would decide if they wanted slavery = popular sovereignty / ALL states had to enforce the Fugitive 
Slave Act = returning escaped slaves to their owners.

1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act:
- The territories of Kansas and Nebraska allowed to decide if they were to become Free OR Slave states.
- People from both sides of the slavery argument flocked to Kansas to outnumber the other.
- 56 people died, the last in 1858 How did it 

help cause the 
war?

As a consequence of the 1850 Compromise and popular sovereignty, the Kansas-Nebraska Act led 
to “Bleeding Kansas” that showed the willingness of people to fight for what they believed in



TOPIC: Causes of the Civil War

FACTOR EXPLANATION

Slavery

States Rights

Sectionalism

Westward Expansion

What do you think is the main cause of the American Civil War?



TOPIC: Causes of the Civil War

Furthermore, when slavery was banned in the new territories gained 
from Mexico from 1846 the divisions over slavery widened and made 
the war more likely because the south feared that slavery may be 
coming to an end because the northern influence in Congress was 
increasing, and because of that the south wont be able to have much 
of a say in what they do. This most likely led to the civil war happening 
because the south would rather have fought in a war and maybe won 
instead of getting forced to stop slavery as a whole. The north didn’t 
want slavery to stay because the south were getting much more money 
than the north and how the north were starting to realise the horrors 
of slavery through the work of abolitionists. This also leads to the war 
because the north understood how terrible slavery was as a whole and 
they didn’t want the south leaving the federal government and being a 
state run part of the USA, also  they were not happy with having way 
less money than the south so that’s one of the many reasons the US 
Civil War broke out in 1861. 

One reason the civil war broke out in 1861 by the differing views 
about slavery. The states in the South highly supported slavery as 
they believed it was natural, but the northerners highly objected as 
they believed it was unfair for business. This caused the civil war to 
break out because both sides believed they were correct and had no 
reason to think otherwise. Furthermore, when the Missouri 
compromise was released in the 1850s it stated: Maine is to be 
known as a free state whilst Missouri would be a slave state and the 
rest can decide based on popular sovereignty. This made both sides 
increasingly heated about the issue as neither were getting their 
preference to completely abolish slavery or completely keep it. This 
would have started the civil war as both sides had conflicting ideas 
about the subject of slavery and neither were getting what they 
wanted. 

Q: Explain why the American Civil War started in 1861?
- Which paragraph is better and why?
- Write your own paragraph to this question = PEEL


