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We hope that you enjoyed the half term break and 
that the return to College has started well.  For 
this issue of the newsletter, we would like to share 
some key events from the first three busy weeks. 

New Teaching and Learning roles at the College
We are delighted to announce the appointment of 
Mr Paul Sharpe and Mr Cameron Giles as Teaching 
and Learning Champions. These new roles are 
significant in the development work of the College 
and its commitment to driving standards and 
expectations in the classroom. These roles begin 
with immediate effect and form part of our emerging 
teaching and learning team which will be led by 
Dr Kelly, Associate Vice Principal for Teaching, 
Learning and Professional Development. The 
creation of these roles will help us to accelerate our 
plans for classroom practice and how it supports the 
learning of our students at this important time.  Mr 
Sharpe and Mr Giles bring a wealth of experience, 
knowledge, and energy to working alongside our 
teachers. Over the coming weeks and months, 
they will be sharing news of their work with you, 
which aims to enhance learning for all. 



School Equestrian 
Success

Learning Support...Post 16...Humanities...Head Year Team...Safeguarding Update...

Final call for the schools regional 
shooting competition. Entries need 
to be made by Sunday the 21st 
November. We have a number of 
students entered all ready and it would 
be lovely to have some more! If you 
are interested, please follow the link or 
email
mwebber@okehamptoncollege.
devon.sch.uk
www.britishshooting.org.uk 

Casey Plaskett qualified and competed 
in the National Schools Equestrian   
Association Championship for 
Dressage last month. Casey picked 
up an 8th place which is a fantastic 
result at championship level, 
competing against students from 
across the country. Well done Casey 
for representing our school at a 
championship event. 

Three of our students were part of 
qualifying teams this weekend at 
Duchy College. Imogen Gingell, 
Ellie Garrett and Neve Webber have 
now qualified in dressage and show 
jumping for the riding clubs junior 
winter championships which take 
place next spring. Well done and good 
luck at the champs! 

Pictured are Imogen, Ellie and Neve 
at this weekend’s competition. 

Final Call...Success for former Okehampton College 
student
You may have seen in the local press that Tom Watts, 
who previously attended Okehampton College, 
won the Great Western Railway competition. This 
competition challenged entrants to design a logo to 
mark the opening of the Dartmoor Line. Significantly, 
the reopening of the line represents a renewed 
physical connection between our community and 
Exeter. This will bring an ease of public travel 
and access to a range of exciting enrichment 
opportunities which we can offer as a College. We 
are incredibly proud of Tom, who has gone on to 
pursue his studies at the Exeter Maths School. 
Please read more below.

Student Leadership
You will recall that we have been listening to students’ 
views about their desire to take on leadership 
opportunities. This forms an important part of our 
Personal Development provision for which work has 
already begun with our Sixth Form students.  They 
have written to you in this newsletter, about their 
plans for Sixth Form leadership and modelling across 
the College. One strand of this work will start with 
a training programme to prepare them to become 
Mental Health and Wellbeing ambassadors, about 
which we wrote to you last month. This forms just 
one area for which they are eager to contribute to 
the life of the College and support younger students 
in these very unusual times.

Remembrance in College
On Thursday 11th November, the College continued 
its tradition of observing Remembrance Day. All 
lessons were paused at 11 o’clock to observe 
the two minute silence, and Mr Rodgers (Subject 
Lead for History) led staff and students in our act 
of remembrance. This complemented assemblies 
over the course of the week which explained to 
our students the significance of this annual event. 
On Sunday, students from the College joined Mr 
Rodgers, Mrs Wheeleker (Head of Year 7) and Mr 
Brett (Dartmoor Multi Academy Trust) in representing 
the College and the wider Trust at the Remembrance 
Day service in Okehampton. We are very proud of the 
respect and thought with which students conducted 
themselves during these events, as members of the 
College and wider Okehampton community.

Uniform Update
We would like to thank you for your continuing 
support of our standards. Arriving in College in correct 
uniform helps us to set the right tone of readiness and 
respect. It also supports students and staff alike in 
maintaining expectations throughout the day so that 
lessons are always learning focused. What might 
appear seemingly small things, such as uniform, 
act as powerful reinforcement of the respect, pride 
and belonging which we want students to feel each 
day as part of our College community. As we look 
towards the colder months of winter, we encourage 
the wearing of school jumpers under blazers and 
suitable coats. If in doubt, please see our uniform 
policy for a reminder of our expectations. (Uniform - 
OKEHAMPTON COLLEGE)

Celebrating our students’ and their achievements 
Finally, Tom’s Watts achievement in winning the 
Dartmoor Line logo competition is timely since we 
would like to dedicate more of this newsletter to 
sharing with you the successes of our students. 
Each newsletter will provide a focus on the work 
and learning taking place across curriculum areas. 
Again, we hope that this responds to some of the 
very helpful feedback from parents and carers who 
have asked to understand more about the daily 
life and learning in the College as experienced by 
students.
 
For this issue the Faculty of Learning Support and 
Wellbeing, and the Faculty of Humanities and Social 
Sciences will be picking up the theme of celebration, 
along with news of any important events. We hope 
that you enjoy reading about the rich and varied 
experiences of Okehampton students in this issue, 
to which many of our young people and staff have 
contributed.

Best wishes,

Craig Griffiths and Rebecca Mullins
(Associate Principals)
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Lexia
This term, we continue to offer literacy 
intervention, through an interactive computer-
based program called Lexia PowerUp 
Literacy.  The activities in PowerUp support 
and build on our secondary curriculum, 
focusing on three areas essential to becoming 
a proficient reader: word study, grammar, 
and comprehension. PowerUp is self-paced, 
age appropriate, challenging and helping 
students increase their intrinsic motivation.

“It helps me understand grammar and 
reading.  I enjoy doing the word-study units 
because I know I’m getting it right straight 
away.  It helps me a lot because the work is 
repeated in my English lessons.  I’ve noticed 
that some of the same vocabulary used in 
Lexia, is the same in other subjects such as 
History and Geography”.

Pathways
Pathways has been exceptionally busy so far 
this year supporting our young people with 
additional needs. 

‘Every morning we go through our timetable 
and look at all our lessons to try and make 
our day not too overwhelming. We also do a 
worry scale and see how we are feeling.’

‘They always know how to help and support 
me. They have an amazing sensory room 
and it really helps me calm down.’ 

Learning Support at Okehampton College 

With
Thanks To

For their kind
support and donations….

Learning Support

Calendar 2022
Produced by the Learning Support Faculty

Showing how a Sensory Garden was created by students, volunteers and staff

At Okehampton College

Map Reading
Inspired by Okehampton College’s annual 
sponsored walk event, our Year 10 AQA 
Unit Award Scheme students have been 
learning the fundamentals of map reading 
and navigation: the landscape of Dartmoor 
being on our doorstep is a great reason to 
appreciate our natural environment.

Students have studied and practised the 
giving and reading of four figure and six 
figure grid references. They have begun 
to learn how to use a map key and relate 
map features to a real landscape. As part of 
their work, the students will also investigate 
modern location finding methods such as 
satellite-based GPS systems and apps 
that use these such as What Three Words. 
We have looked at these with a view to 
analysing their undoubted benefits as well 
as their limitations.  Ultimately, our goal is 
to encourage confidence and safety in our 
national park and beyond.

Topic - 
Curiosity

Topic - 
Determination

Our first priority is to 
ensure all students’ 

needs are met within the 
classroom with high quality 

universal provision, scaffolding 
and personalised teaching, delivered by 
subject specialists. 

The Learning Support Faculty works 
alongside other faculties within the College 
to facilitate support, both long term and 
short term, for a wide range of individual 
student needs.  This support is provided 
in a variety of ways including within 
classes; targeted intervention programmes; 
extraction in small groups or one-to-
one.  The faculty has three teaching rooms, 
a computer room, a sensory room and 
garden and several smaller intervention 
rooms.

We work closely with other agencies and 
rely on the partnership we develop with 
parents whose children are on our SEND 
Register. Working together is important for 
your child’s success.

Our aim is to be flexible and to meet the 
individual needs of all students who require 
additional help.

Welcome to Learning 
Support!

We are delighted to announce that our very 
own Tom Watts has won the Great Western 
Railway competition to design a logo marking 
the launch of the Dartmoor Line.

Tom – who is 16 - imagined taking part in the 
Ten Tors Challenge when he thought about 
his design for the roundel, which will feature 
on station signs, posters, timetables, and a 
special train livery.

Year-round passenger services between 
Okehampton and Exeter commenced 
on Saturday 20 November, marking the 
first reopening under the Government’s 
Restoring Your Railway programme, which 
is exploring ways to return old lines and 
stations to service across the country.  
Regular passenger services last ran along 
the route in 1972 and its reopening is 
expected to boost local businesses, the 
tourism sector, and provide greater access 
to education and work for thousands of 
people who live locally.

GWR launched its ‘Design the Dartmoor 
Line logo’ competition in April and it was 
also promoted by the Devon & Cornwall Rail 
Partnership and Network Rail.

Congratulations Tom – you have done 
yourself – and the College – proud!

https://dartmoorline.com/2021/11/local-
teenager -des igns-winn ing-ent ry - in -
dartmoor-line-logo-competition/

Competition 
Winner!

Interventions
Paired Rading, Guided Reading, Maths, 
Precision Science revision groups, Emotional 
Logic, Friendship Interventions, Home 
Learning Support, Gardening, Photography, 
and Nurture are all happening on a daily 
basis.

Break and lunchtime enrichment clubs 
include Film Club, Doodle and Natter Club 
and basketball on the lower playground.  
Come and talk to us in Learning Support if 
you would like to be involved.

Calendar
Learning Support Pathways are putting 
together a calendar that will be available for 
sale priced at £5.50 for an A4 size and £3.50 
for an A5 size. The calendar will feature the 
evolution and development of the Learning 
Support Sensory Garden over the last 6 
months. All photographs have been taken 
by Learning Support students either in the 
Sensory Garden or in their own gardens, 
having been inspired to photograph nature 
whilst in school.

All proceeds will go to improving the Learning 
Support Sensory Garden.
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Improving Literacy through Geographical 
Enquiry.
The Geography Team have been working 
with the English Faculty to develop literacy 
skills in our Key Stage Three students.  
Within Geography we are specifically looking 
at developing the students’ ability and 
confidence in writing at-length, essay-writing; 
something which we believe has suffered as 
a result of remote learning and the focus on 
exam-style assessment in Key Stage 3. 

Within all three year groups, as well as some 
Key Stage 4 lessons; the Geography Team 
have created new mid-point assessments.  
Students are provided with an 8-mark 
GCSE style question based on their prior 
learning, but rather than just provide them 
with sentence starters, we have created 
a ‘structure strip’ to guide the whole of the 
writing process.  This ‘scaffold’ is glued down 
the length of their page and enables the 
student to effectively structure their essay, 
guides appropriate content and provides an 
idea of appropriate length. 

Following its introduction there has been a 
noticeable increase in the number of students 
writing at-length, but what is also promising 
is that this support enables the students to 
achieve higher marks in the exam question.  

...Humanities Faculty...

Have you ever wondered what A-level Sociology is?

We are one of the most popular subjects at A-level at Okehampton College. In Year 12 
Sociology, we are studying Families and Household, which is one half of the ‘Topics in 
Sociology’ paper. 

We have completed the first 2 topics: Couples and Childhood. Now, we are looking at Theories 
of the Family, which involves the class being divided into 4 groups, with each investigating 
a different Theory. Students will present their theory to the rest of the class and give out a 
handout, which summarises the main points for students to use as revision. In Year 13 we 
are studying Global Development. Our current topic looks at Transnational Corporations and 
Non-Governmental Organisations and their role in Global Development. This has provided 
plenty of scope to find case studies from around the world where TNCs and NGOs operate 
and analyse the benefits and the costs. 

All three year groups 
have recently completed 
8-mark GCSE style 
questions, with some 
achieving full 8 marks- even 
in Year 7! 

Having built their confidence in their writing 
ability and provided each student with 
individual feedback, our next steps will be to 
reduce the support provided within the strips 
in our next mid-term assessment, to test the 
students’ ability further.  

The Geography Team would like to thank 
the English Faculty for supporting this work 
and would like to pass on a big well done to 
all our Key Stage 3 Geographers who have 
worked so hard on their essay writing skills!  

See Over Page For The 
History & BV Update

Profile on A Level Geography Coursework 
My name is Joe Manners and I’m a Year 13 
Geography student at Okehampton College. 
I chose to take Geography at A Level as it’s 
a subject that I’m extremely interested in. 
Personally, I enjoy the physical topics of the 
subject such as Coasts and Tectonics.

As part of our course, we are to produce a 
piece of coursework on any subject within 
the A Level spec; this is what we call our 
NEA (non-examined assessment). For mine, 
I chose to ‘Assess the sustainability of the 
coastal defences at Dawlish Warren and one 
other coastline (Holderness, near Hull)’. I 
chose this topic as I enjoy learning about the 
coastal processes, how they can shape the 
landscape around us, and what we can do to 
mitigate the consequences. To successfully 
complete this project we need to collect 
primary data.  

All 26 of the A level Geography students 
completed a day of fieldwork at two sites: 
Dawlish Warren for the coastal researchers 
and Exeter for those who have chosen an 
urban study. For me, this meant creating bi-
polar analysis tables to assess the individual 

sustainability of each defence, creating a 
public questionnaire to assess the public 
opinion, taking beach profile photos and 
measuring coastal process such as longshore 
drift to assess the rate of change.

In a few weeks I will be traveling to Dundee 
to partake in a Flying Scholarship course 
with Air Cadet Squadron 2443 Okehampton. 
On the way I will be stopping at various 
points along the Holderness coastline to 
take measurements in order to compare this 
coastline with Dawlish Warren. Completing 
this fieldwork has helped to build my 
leadership and independence skills.  This 
has been an excellent experience for me 
as after my A Levels, I am applying to the 
Royal Navy as a helicopter pilot- Geography 
A Level is the perfect qualification to have!

Dawlish Warren
Failed beach 

replensishment

Langstone Rock
Sea wall

Pictured are two examples from Year 8 
students who completed an exam-style 
question on ‘Assess the physical and human 
factors that have affected the development 
of Nepal’ [8 marks] using a structure strip.  
Clarice Watts JW and Aiden Cann GLM.



The week beginning 
8th November, the 
College History 

department lead the 
week of Remembrance. 

Posters were distributed to all 
tutors to post on their doors as a constant 
reminder of the Remembrance. Mr Rodgers 
led a virtual Remembrance assembly for 
each year group which this year focused 
on the extraordinary lives of four women 
from the Commonwealth during the Second 
World War – Connie Mark, Dolores “Jackie” 
Moggridge, Elizabeth Choy and Noor Inayat 
Khan. On Thursday, the College observed 
the two-minute silence after a poem reading 
by Mr Rodgers and an excellent rendition 
of the Last Post by Ciaran Hopkins in Year 
12. It was made even more powerful by 
students respectfully standing during the 
two-minute silence.

KS3
Year 7 – Students have just finished the 
department’s new migration enquiry that had 
students studying migration over time, but 
specifically looking at the reasons for and 
consequences of migration by the Romans, 
Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings. We had some 
excellent discussions about whether the 
Anglo-Saxons were the founders of England, 
and even if the Vikings should be considered 
the same. We have been very impressed 
with the attitude of Year 7, especially with so 
many of them working hard with their revision 
resources in preparation for their end of topic 
assessment. Year 7 are now moving onto a 
new enquiry – Why did William Win the Battle 
of Hastings?

Humanities Faculty...History...Beliefs and Values
which we are ever hopeful we will be able to 
visit before the summer exams. Most groups 
have now moved onto the final topic of the 
GCSE course, Making of America. Here 
students will spend a lot of time studying 
the story of the African-American and Native 
American stories.

KS5
Year1 2 – With Mr Giles, students are 
studying the Early Tudors and therefore 
have assessed the rule of Henry VII and 
the threats to his crown; the rule of Henry 
VIII and his foreign policy. Meanwhile, with 
Mr Rodgers, students are studying African-
American civil rights having covered 1865-
1954 to date.

Year 13 – students started the year continuing 
their preparation to complete the NEA (20% 
of the course) through their study of Vietnam 
1945-1975. Students have now decided on 
the question they will complete their essay 
on and are writing the first few paragraphs 
organising their arguments around their 
plans.

The Beliefs and Values 
department have been 
focusing on improving 
extended writing 
in GCSE evaluation 
questions.  Developing 
the skills to develop and extend these 
answers are vital to success at GCSE.  
Pupils have had dedicated reflection 
time in class to improve their answers by 
using the ‘structure strip’ which is also 
being used in other humanities subjects.  
The work below is from Year 9 who 
were evaluating the problem of evil and 
suffering when investigating the existence 
of God.  Year 10 were recently evaluating 
terrorism within the war and peace unit of 
the GCSE. 

Year 8 have recently been investigating 
what it means to belong to a religious 
faith focusing on Sikhism and Judaism.  
This week is inter faith week and students 
have been exploring what connects those 
with different faiths.  Below is examples of 
students work on the Kashrut food laws in 
Judaism. 

GCSE Beliefs and Values

KS3 Beliefs and 
Values

Year 8 – Students started the year studying 
what the Industrial Revolution was and 
the impact it had on Britain. We especially 
focused on children and asking if the 
Victorian children working in the mills and 
as chimney sweeps, they would have felt 
as Charles Dickens did growing up when he 
said in his autobiography, “utterly neglected 
and hopeless penetrated with grief and 
humiliation”. Students have been, or shortly 
will be assessed on this, before moving onto 
a new enquiry – How democratic did Britain 
become? Over the coming weeks, students 
will be studying the Peterloo Massacre, the 
Chartists and the female suffrage movement.

Year 9 – Students started the year studying 
the end of the First World War and the impact 
of the Treaty of Versailles on Germany. This 
has led onto the rise of the Nazis and what 
is was like living in Nazi Germany, especially 
if you were a women and a child. This is 
an area that students have been or shortly 
will be assessed on before moving onto the 
Second World War.

KS4
Year 10 – Have started their study of People’s 
Health between 1250 and present day well, 
with many students showing the ability to 
make that intellectual step up to GCSE 
requirements with ease. So far, students 
have covered the medieval period (1250-
1500), the early modern period (1500-1750) 
and are currently studying the Industrial 
period (1750-1900). In each period students 
are asked to consider the key features of 
the time period, living conditions, the killer 
diseases of the time (the plague and cholera 
being the more focused ones to date) and 
how and why people responded the way they 
did to those diseases. There is now only the 
modern period to cover before the students 
move onto a brand new topic – The Norman 
Conquest.

Year 11 – Started the year continuing their 
site study of Exeter Cathedral through time, 

For Remembrance 
Day this year our 
Art Textiles club 
and Year 7 students 
made fabric poppies 
using recycled 
materials to create 
this beautiful poppy 
dress. What a 
visually powerful and 
thought provoking 
piece. Thank you 
to all those who 
contributed with 
making this, it 
is currently on 
display in our main 
reception.

Did you know you can take GCSE Art and 
Design Textiles and A Level Art and Design 
Textiles at Okehampton college? If you 
are interested ask Ms Le Couilliard or Mrs 
Murray for more information.



What a wonderful start to the second half of the autumn term at 
Okehampton College. With each new school day, you all set an 
example to the whole school with your outstanding attitude to learning 
and behaviour. This is seen by all staff and students as you line up 
every morning, in the correct uniform and your conduct both in and out 
of lessons. 

I hope that you all were able to attend the tutor parents evening so that 
your tutors were able to inform your parents/carers about how well you 
have settled in at College.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Year 7 tutor team for their 
continuing commitment every day in setting the highest expectations 
and ongoing support for you as a year group. A big welcome to Mrs 
Grigg too, our new assistant Head of Year, who has already helped 
many of you.

Remember to look at the extra-curricular activities on offer and don’t 
forget the pledges you made during the tutor time activity for COP26- 
we can all play our part to make our community a better place. 

We’ve been back at school for a few weeks now and the half-term 
break is but a distant memory. It was lovely to come back and see 
the progress that’s been made with the refurbishment of corridors and 
classrooms. 

In the spirit of the work which is ongoing towards refreshing the College 
buildings, the grounds also need our care and attention so that we can 
all be proud of where we come to learn and work. We need your help 
and involvement to take a moment to to put  discarded packets, bottles 
and food packaging into the bins.

COP26 is over, but the battle is not yet won. Climate change is real, 
and it will affect every single one of us in some way. It is no longer 
something that governments must sort out – it is something everyone 
must take responsibility for. Whether that’s using a recyclable water 
bottle to support the canteen in their goal to reduce single use plastic or 
putting litter in the bins so that it doesn’t blow into the stream, the park 
or get picked up by wildlife – we all have a role to play.

It is my personal mission to see that Year 8 – and the rest of the College– 
all do our bit and take part.   I am looking into working with local groups 
to organise litter picks and community days to help make the College 
– and the surrounding area – one that is litter free and beautiful. Then 
we can all be proud of – and respect – our surroundings.

Year 8

Head of

Mrs Derks

Year 7

Head of

Mrs Wheeleker

Year 11

A WORD 
FROM:

A WORD 
FROM:

 ...Your Head of Year Team...

Year 10, you have settled back into college life after a well-deserved 
break at half term and it has been good to see you making progress 
with the new routines as you get to grips with your GCSE subjects. 
Your tutors are here to support you, please don’t forget to show your 
appreciation to them by following the clear guidance that they give you 
daily and please speak to them if you have any worries. 

In our year group assemblies, we have focused on ‘small changes 
can make a big difference’ and through this term I have seen huge 
improvements in attitude towards your learning and much better social 
responsibility both in - and out - of the classroom; well done and let’s 
keep making progress in those areas. 

So many of you have been participating in extra-curricular activities, 
which enhance personal development, confidence, and resilience. 
These attributes are key to your success and happiness, and I look 
forward to celebrating your successes this term. 

Year 11........

We are now over halfway through the first term. The days are getting 
shorter, and the weather is autumnal, which has started to change what 
you can do during your social time. It is going to be less appealing to 
go outside, get some fresh air and let off some steam during breaks, 
so I want to take this opportunity to highlight two of our rules- Safe 
and Respectful. We need to focus on being respectful of the school 
including property, equipment and personnel and ensuring behaviour is 
safe for you and others within the school community. 
 
Enjoy being with your friends, socialising and finding new ways to 
entertain yourselves. 

Mrs Hodgson

Head of

Year 9

Mrs Teixeira

Head of

Year 10

A WORD 
FROM:

A WORD 
FROM:

Year 11........



I hope you all made the most of the recent half term break.  It’s 
reassuring to see the way Year 11 students are approaching their first 
set of assessments of the academic year, and I’m pleased to note they 
continue to do a wonderful job in demonstrating their resilient and calm 
approach during this important milestone.  It is clear how hard most 
students have been working, and in most cases, their determination to 
catch up on any lost learning has been really encouraging to see.

Tutor groups spent the early part of the last half term focussing on 
independent learning skills, revision techniques and time management 
– something we will continue to consolidate through tutor time 
intervention. 

Assessments can be incredibly beneficial for students – however, 
getting them to understand that can be quite a challenge. Exams help 
students to start revising early; to practise effective revision techniques; 
to improve their knowledge; to familiarise themselves with pressure and 
act as a guide moving forward. I am hopeful that the strategies we have 
in place for Year 11 will give them the greatest chances of achieving 
their potential next summer.

This half term will be as valuable as the last and I’m sure it will encourage 
students to reflect on their current position as a learner.  Beyond the 
experience of these assessments, students have the following events 
to engage with leading up to Christmas:

• 1:1 career appointment with Becky Harvey
• Tutor Group Careers Sessions with Mrs Luckhurst
• Apprenticeship Assembly with Careers Southwest
• Post-16 Centre Visits to look at the local offer

I would like to finish by saying; work smart, not just hard.” Efforts and 
courage are not enough without purpose and direction” John F Kennedy.

Mr Wilson

Head of

Year 11

...Your Head of Year Team...

A WORD 
FROM:

Exciting things are afoot in the College canteen including a relaunch 
in January next year.

Not only that, the Catering team also – working alongside the College 
- want to start to address the packaging and plastic that we currently 
use. While they are recyclable, we are mindful of the effects of climate 
change and want to do our bit to help reduce the overall carbon 
footprint of the College.

To help us achieve our goal, we need a little bit of help from you. 
Could we please ask that all students have a reusable water bottle? 
This will help the College to reduce the consumption of single-use 
plastics that are water bottles.  If you would like support to do this, 
please contact Curriculum Office on 01837 650910 ext 275 or 292.

Steve Parr, our Executive Chef, joined The Dartmoor Multi Academy 
Trust to help all the Schools and Colleges.  Our passion is for 
“Nutritious, delicious and freshly prepared food, and with this in mind, 
from January, we will start to introduce a new selection of homemade 
fresh foods in addition to the current service we provide. Steve will 
work with me, the Chef Manager and team at Okehampton College, to 
introduce a broader range of choice. 

In the summer Ms Mullins and Mr Griffiths wrote to you about the 
catering team refreshing the food offer in the autumn term. As part 
of this important focus on working in partnership with our students 
we will be seeking their views about the changes that we have 
made. This will help us to further develop and improve the lunchtime 
experience at the College.

We are very proud that we support local suppliers such as Ellis 
Bakery and A.L Martin & Son, who have fulfilled any requests we 
made, unhesitatingly. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the Catering Staff for 
their continued commitment through these changes and difficult times 
due to the Covid 19 Pandemic. 

Please check the College website regularly for any catering updates.

Mrs McAnelly      

Cafe Six Servery

Cafe 21

Cafe 21 Seating Area

A Word From Our Chef Manager

Canteen Seating Area

Canteen Servery

Our Young Climate Warriors, a new extra 
curricular group, organised a day of action 
on Friday 5th November in aid of COP 26’s 
Day of Youth Engagement.  This group of 
passionate young people organised a cake 
sale, the completion of Forest of Promises 
by all students and a signed letter to the 
local MP and Prime Minister asking for 
more support to tackle climate change in 
schools.   They raised over £19 for WWF 
on the day- well done girls.

Climate Warriors Create a 
Forest of Promises for COP26



We are the Post-16 Senior Student Team - 
a group of Year 13 students that meet and 
collaborate on projects with the goal of 
improving the 6th form and raising standards 
through student leadership. We are excited to 
have an opportunity to help shape the Post-16 
experience, working to support both the lower 
school and wider community. Our focus is 
ensuring that the sixth form is engaging, 
welcoming, supportive, and inclusive. 

The vision is for all students across the 
college to have increased Leadership 
opportunities and responsibility across the 
College, with all Sixth Form driving and 
modelling this to students in KS3, and KS4 to 
engage and support them in taking on similar 
responsibilities. 

Our work will initially cascade down into lower 
school through the upcoming volunteering 
programme whereby sixth form students will 
be supporting teachers in KS3 lessons to 
increase progress through the modelling of 
the CORE values so all pupils can achieve. 
Becoming a driver for student voice will 
enable more rapid change to improve College 
life and give a platform from Year 7 to Year 
13.

Student leadership in Sixth Form involves 
the formation of focusing groups on a range 
of areas integral to student life. There are:  
  
• Teaching and Learning Group - improving 

teaching and learning across the Sixth 
form in response to student suggestions 
and feeding back to staff. 

  
• Post-16 Charity and Fundraising Group - 

Post-16 @ Okehampton College 
fundraising for 
selected local and 
national charities, 
such as mental 
health organisations 
and cancer trusts

  
• Mental Health and Well-Being Group 

- helping all students to flourish in 
the 6th form and ensuring those with 
mental health needs have access to 
appropriate support. This can then 
expand into training to become mental 
health ambassadors.

  
• Careers and Destinations Group 

- gathering student feedback to help the 
Sixth form invite speakers and colleges/
universities that most appeal to the student 
body. Creating displays on the lower 
college site to link with the opportunities 
at Post-16.

  
• Environmental group - dedicated to 

improving the use of our dedicated 
indoor & outdoor facilities and reducing 
environmental impact. 

  
• Public Relations Group - promoting the 

6th form to upcoming students, and the 
wider community. This can filter into 
student segments in the newsletter. 

  
• Each focus group meets on a regular 

basis, in addition to frequently coming 
together as a team at meetings and to 
represent the 6th form at events such as 
open evenings. 

  
Whilst early in the year, we have already begun 
working to ensure that you have the best 
possible experiences and opportunities. Our 
first projects include investigating options 
for creating additional ‘collaborative’ study 
spaces within the Wardhayes Campus and 
producing a programme of assemblies for 
Years 7-11 on the impact of racist, sexist, and 
homophobic language. 

Safeguarding Update...
This month, the Child 
Protection Team will 
be offering training to 

colleagues on peer-on-
peer abuse. It is essential 

that this information is 
cascaded down to all levels so that 

everyone – students included – feel confident 
in being able to identify and report crime.

What  is  perhaps misunderstood is that 
children can abuse other children and 
unfortunately this can take a variety of 
different forms that includes – but is not limited 
to:  bullying (including cyberbullying); sexual 
violence and sexual harassment; physical 
abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, 
hair pulling, or otherwise causing physical 
harm; sexting, gang related and initiation/
hazing type violence and rituals.                                              

Sadly, peer on peer abuse can happen in 
a wide range of settings wherever children 
attend, but it often goes unnoticed. Indeed, 
the statistics from the NSPCC suggest a 
29% increase in children seeking help from 
Childline due to peer-on-peer sexual abuse 
in Autumn 2018. 

Peer on peer abuse is a complex situation, all 
involved are victims.  Very often the abuser, 
the perpetrator is also the victim. 

Things to be aware of as a friend or parent 
of a student who you suspect might be the 
victim of any abuse, including peer on peer 
abuse include: reluctance to come to school, 
owning more than one mobile phone, being 
particularly secretive about friends or a 
change in friendship groups, suddenly having 
unexplained access to money or expensive 
gifts, being hypervigilant about social media 
or mobile phone use, going missing from 
home or school, physical injuries, mental 
or emotional health issues.  This list is not 
exhaustive, and someone could display one, 

some or none of these, the important thing is 
to question if a young person starts to display 
any of these behaviours or any behaviour 
which is out of character for them.

Staff at Okehampton College take all 
safeguarding matters very seriously and by 
being aware of the signs and symptoms of 
peer-on-peer abuse we can all be vigilant.  
We also take any disclosures seriously and 
have procedures in place to deal with those. 
That is why we are enhancing and upskilling 
all our staff in this serious and important area. 

Please could all parents ensure that College 
has a minimum of two – or three – emergency 
contact numbers

https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.papyrus-uk.org/
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/give-information/forms/give-information-anonymously
https://www.dcfp.org.uk/
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CCOORREE  VVAALLUUEESS
CCoommmmuunniittyy: A sense of community is very important to use at Okehampton College

OOppppoorrttuunniittyy: We offer a place of opportunity

RReessppeecctt: We respect and understand that strong relationships are the foundations on 
which we build our community

EEqquuiittyy: Everyone is welcome in our college; everyone has the right to be successful.

Design a post card (A5-half of a piece of A4 paper) on your 
chosen core value. Your post card must be inspired by 

one of the artists shown below. You can submit 
more than one entry if you choose to. 

Deadline: Monday 6th December. Hand in to the Art office in 303
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CCOOMMPPEETTIITTIIOONN!!
DDeessiiggnn  aa  SSuussttaaiinnaabbllee  CCiittyy

The Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI) and the Geography Team
have  launched a competition for all students in KS3.

Students need to imagining they are a town planner presenting their
ideas for a sustainable community at the next COP conference in

Cardiff in 2031.
To enter you need to create a presentation in the format of either a

poster or power point outlining your ideas for a sustainable
community, including everything that a community needs to thrive.

The top five entries will be entered into a national competition where
they will have the opportunity to win £50 for themselves and £100 for
the school, there will also be house points available for original and
innovative ideas.

All entries must be emailed to Mr Parker
(jparker@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk) by the 6th of December.

For more information please come and see Mr Parker in Room 421

As you are aware, Dartmoor Multi-Academy 
Trust (DMAT) is excited to be opening a 
new, special free school for children with 
specific social, emotional and mental health 
(SEMH) needs in September 2022. 

The new school, which will be called The 
Promise Co-operative School, will support 
children and young people aged four to 16 
with SEMH needs. The other schools across 
our Trust, including Okehampton College, 
will also benefit from having access to the 
expertise in SEMH needs at this new school.

As with many new school build projects, the 
new state-of-the-art building will not be ready 
for when the school opens next September.  
Consequently, we have been working with 
the local authority and other schools in our 
Trust to help meet the needs for our future 
Promise pupils. We are pleased to be able 
to support a small number of secondary 
students in our Okehampton College site, 
ahead of them being able to attend the new 
Promise site when it opens. 

...News From...

While we intend students and staff from 
the new school to have their own hub, this 
is a positive opportunity to make them 
instantly feel a valued member of our 
family of schools. Indeed, this exciting 
development underlines the community 
spirit and family values inherent in 
everything we do as a school and wider 
trust. 

Aside from this hub on our site, the day-
to-day running of our school will continue 
as normal. Once appointed, the incoming 
principal of The Promise Co-operative 
School will work closely with us to ensure 
a smooth transition for all involved. We will 
of course update you with any important 
practical details in due course. 

...Competitions...

https://www.facebook.com/OkehamptonCollege/
mailto:admin%40okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk?subject=
https://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/

