Lesson 9 – Effect of Language
1. Recap: What were the three important things to remember about ‘The Odyssey’ from last lesson?
1)  

2)  

3)  

2. As read this section of ‘The Odyssey’, or afterwards, answer these questions:

1) What does Telemachus inform Menelaus of?


2) Why does Telemachus feel threatened?


3) What does Telemachus ask of Menelaus?

4) How does Menelaus react to Telemachus’ news?

5) What comparison does Menelaus make between the suitors and Odysseus?


(Telemachus is Odysseus’ son)
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3. Complete the questions on these quotations, focusing on the key question for today: How is Odysseus presented as honourable and great?
This one has been done for you as an example:
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Now, do these yourself:
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so will Odysseus upon these men.

| pray he is as strong as when he stood

to wrestle Philomeleides, on Lesbos,

and hurled him to the ground, and we all cheered.
So may Odysseus attack the suitors.

May all their lives be brief, their weddings cursed!
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“if my heroic father ever helped you at Troy, when things were bad”
1. What word class is “heroic”? adjective

2. What does this suggest about Telemachus view of his own
father? This suggests that Telemachus views his father as a noble

and great figure, and that his actions were in the service of his
people.
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“one whose heart is braver than their own?”
1. What word class is “braver™?

2. What does this quotation imply about Odysseus’ reputation
amongst kings?
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“the lair of some strong lion”
1. What is Odysseus compared to here?

2. What does this suggest about Odysseus’ reputation?
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“he brings doom on them”
1. What technique is this?

2. What does it suggest about Odysseus’ nature?
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“| pray he is as strong as when he stood

to wrestle Philomeleides, on Lesbos,

and hurled him to the ground, and we all cheered”
1. Which powerful verbs are used here?

2. What does this passage suggest about Odysseus’ reputation?
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Telemachus searches for his father

The Odyssey begins ‘in medias res,’ which just means ‘in the middle
of things.” Odysseus’ home in Ithaca is full of suitors vying for
Penelope’s hand, and Telemachus sets out to search for his father.
Telemachus sets sail on the trail of his father and visits King
Menelaus who knew Odysseus from the Trojan War. The following
passage involves Menelaus commenting on the current situation in
Ithaca as well as what Odysseus is like as a person:
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Telemachus inhaled and then replied,
“King Menelaus, son of Atreus,

| came in search of news about my father.
My house is being eaten up; our wealth
is ruined. My whole home is full of men

who mean me harm — my mother’s loutish suitors.




image3.png
| am begging you, here on my knees,

tell me the dreadful news, if he is dead!

Perhaps you saw it with your own eyes, or heard
tales of his travels. If my heroic father ever helped
you at Troy when things were bad, keep

that in mind right now, and tell the truth.”
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Flushed, Menelaus shouted out in anger,
“Damn them! Those cowards want to steal the bed

of one whose heart is braver than their own.
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As when a deer lays down two newborn fawns,
still sucklings, in the lair of some strong lion,
and goes to look for pasture, over slopes,

and grassy valleys; when the lion comes back

to his own bed, he brings doom on them -




