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The half term break seems a long time ago now but the trip to Mumbai took
place during the course of that week and was led by Mrs Berry and Mrs
Teixeira.  Feedback from the students involved was that they had a fantastic
and eye opening experience and they all felt that they had a positive impact
on the young people of Mumbai who they met while they were there.  Their

experiences are truly character building and will not be forgotten.

The first Enrichment Week meeting took place KS3 students are already excited about the
experiences they will encounter in the summer. There are still places left on some trips so
if your child is yet to make a choice ask them to visit the Curriculum Support office for
details.

Year 10 Work Experience meetings have also taken place with the vast majority of the year
group organised and ready to experience life in the work place for a week in July.  If your
son / daughter has not signed up yet, they must organise a placement as quickly as
possible after speaking with Mr Wilson.

Year 11 had a National Citizen Service (NCS) Assembly this morning.  There are just 13 spaces
left on the scheme this year so anyone who is interested but has not yet signed up needs
to go online to the website www.ncsyes.co.uk .  This is a fantastic opportunity; the cost is
£50 however the investment by the Government means that this opportunity is exceptional
value for money.

Year 7 students also have an opportunity to be involved in a subsidised summer experience
programme.  The Rotary Club are putting on ‘Adventure 7’ for the fourth year running.  This
is a week’s worth of activities on the moor with Adventure Okehampton.  There will be an
assembly in the not too distant future when we will give out more information on this.

Derrick Brett
Principal

Newsletter



Beautiful Photography Wins!

The Rotary Club of Okehampton runs an annual
competition for Young Photographers, and the
winner is then submitted to the District
Competition for the South West.

One of our students, Cassius Rhodes Gann,
submitted three photographs taken locally, which
have won the District Competition.  Organiser,
Nick Warrick said the judges were pleased with
all the entries they saw and they offered the
following comments with regard to your
photographs:

“Your dandelion is a beautiful photograph
with really good composition and
background  blurring.  The shades of green in
your river photograph are lovely and your
reflections provide a strong foreground.  The
centre of your funky daisy is well focused
and the colourful flower is nicely set against
the wall and tall grasses in the background.
A well-presented set of 3 photos.“

Congratulations Cassius!

The Learning Support Team secured funding
from Okehampton PTFA to provide breakfasts
for any Year 11 student who does not have
exams in the main hall.
We ran this during the mock exams which took
place last week and this week in preparation for
the real exams in May/June.
The Year 11 breakfasts started a few years ago,
when we identified that those Year 11 students
who take exams in small groups or in individual
rooms did not receive the comradery from their
peers and support from teachers before their
exams that the other students did because they
had to find their way to individual rooms.
Learning Support came up with the idea to
provide, hot drinks, juice, croissants, chocolate
croissants, breakfast bars and fruit for any
student in the Learning support building if they
had a morning exam.

During this year’s mocks, we found that out of
the 50 students invited, we had about 15
students each day who enjoyed the support from
the Learning Support team to find their exam
rooms, ensure they had the right equipment and
to help alleviate any last minute nerves before
sitting their mocks. I believe this helped the
students to take the mocks seriously and those
students who attended really appreciated this
support. All of the students said that they felt this
would help them prepare for the real thing.

Every student who is eligible to join the Year 11
exam breakfast group received a letter of
invitation before half term for the mocks. This
invitation is extended to their actual exams
beginning in May. If the student has an exam in
the morning, they can come along to Learning
Support room 633 from 8.30am until 8.55pm and
can be registered with us.  In addition, the
Learning Support team provide revision
sessions in tutor time for these Year 11 students
in the Learning Support building on Tuesdays
and Thursdays.

A big thank you should go to Okehampton
College PTFA for their financial support to make
this possible. We recognise how important it is
for our students to receive a good breakfast and
a calm environment before their exams. There is
strong evidence to show that this can improve
results in their exams and goes a long way
towards their wellbeing.

For further information, please contact Mrs
Parkins, in Learning Support.

Learning Support offer
Exam Breakfasts



Job Vacancies

Vacancies at Okehampton College can be downloaded from the College website
(Click on the logo to go to the website)

https://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/


Firstly I would like to say a massive
thank you to Mrs Berry, Mrs
Teixeira and Mr Stevens for leading
the trip, but especially Mrs Berry for
organising it all.
When Sunday morning came, I was
feeling very apprehensive about the
long journey ahead of us, but
everybody on the trip made it so
enjoyable and I knew that it was
going to be a fantastic week. We
arrived in Mumbai in the early hours
of Monday morning and jumped on
the bus to our accommodation. It
was from this moment on that we
were already experiencing Indian
life. Throughout the whole week we
met incredible people, members of
staff at the Muktangan schools,
who made us all feel very welcome,
Liz and Sunil Mehta, the founders
of Muktangan, the children in all the
schools and generally the people of
India themselves.
The whole week was incredible and
I learnt a lot about appreciating the
small things we take for granted
here, that in India, they do not
have. For example, having a toilet
in school and not having to go in a

Expressive Arts Visit Mumbai

hole in the ground! Not only this,
but how they all make the most out
of what they have.
On Thursday we visited Dharavi
Slum, which I can say on behalf of
everyone, was certainly an eye
opener for us all. Before visiting
the slum, I had impressions that it
was ridden with crime and anti-
social behaviour and high
unemployment. Oh how wrong
could I have been! Each alleyway
we were taken down, was full of
hard working people, whether they
were sorting plastics which
they had collected from the street of
Mumbai, or making leather bags to
sell in the shop. Everyone was
working and were friendly letting us
look into their little businesses to
see what they were getting up to.
Visiting the schools and delivering
lessons had to be the highlight of
the week for me. To see the smile
on the children's faces and laughter
coming from them, showed the
enjoyment they were having. They
were all amazed to see English
people and were so engaged in the
lessons we were delivering. We left
some sport and art equipment for

Students had the opportunity of attending a Q&A
with Liz and Sunil Mehta, founders of Muktangan.

them to use, so hopefully some of
the games we taught them whilst we
were there, they can continue
playing with their new
equipment. They asked
us questions about British life,
including asking if I knew 'Elizabeth'
(The Queen), and the type of
weather we get here. To us, it is all
small things, but to them it was
fascinating and they were so
intrigued to see pictures of the snow
we had recently had.
The week went so quickly however,
in the few days we were there, we
learnt so much about Indian Culture
and I am so glad this trip happened
for us all to experience something
totally different to what we're used
to. It is a place I certainly want to
return to!!
Once again thank you to the
staff and everyone who supported
the trip in anyway including
attending our fundraising events to
make this trip possible, as it is an
experience I will never forget.

Becky Rowe.

On 17-22 February 27 students
and 3 staff visited Mumbai in
India.  We had been invited to
spend time in schools which
were part of the Muktangan
Foundation.  Our students
delivered lessons in Expressive
Arts subjects to the foundation’s
students aged between 5 -14
years.  This was an incredible
opportunity and an experience
which will stay with us all for
many years to come.

Mrs Berry

Below is an account of the trip
from Post 16 student Becky
Rowe.

https://www.muktanganedu.org/


"I learnt something about myself
everyday and some of the best
moments for me were when the
Muktangan teachers sang and
danced with us, when the kids
performed and most notably lis-
tening to how proud Hashim was
about his community in Dharavi."

“Thank you for such an
amazing time at Muktangan. It
has been such an eye opening
experience and I can't describe
how grateful I am. Working
with the children was a

wonderful experience."

"I have loved every part of the trip,
from the deafening chants of 'Sally
Brown' to the quiet and tired mornings.
It is hard to pinpoint a specific moment
that made the trip so memorable, expe-
riencing such an amazing culture with
such an amazing group of students
(and teachers) will forever change
the way I view India and the way that I
view myself and my own problems."

If you would like to support Muktangan, proceeds from our
Easter concert on 3 April will be donated to the Muktangan
Education trust.  More details to follow.



We are delighted to inform you that in September 2019 Okehampton
College will have a new College uniform. The decision for change is an
exciting one following 18 months of consultation involving parents,
students, staff and governors.  There has been significant positive support
from all representatives in our College community for this change.   The
new uniform is an exciting opportunity to further raise standards and
expectations and is a uniform that the students can be proud of.
This document provides you with useful information about the new
uniform.  Further details will be shared in the coming weeks and months
ahead. We thank you for your feedback in this process to date and in
anticipation of your support moving forward.

Guide to the New Uniform September 2019



Click on a grey box to go direct to a  website

Okehampton College demands a high standard of appearance and dress and all students are required to wear the College
uniform. Blazers must be worn to all lessons, as well as on the way to and from College, except when students have been
given permission otherwise i.e. outdoors at lunchtimes or by teachers in lessons. Parental cooperation is essential if we
are to maintain this high standard.

In order to ensure high standards and expectations with the uniform are met our practices and procedures are as follows:
●  Staff will meet and greet students on arrival to the College and will be challenged if expectations are not

     met. However, immediate support will also be offered at the start of the day.
●  Tutors will carry out inspections during morning registration. Students who have not met the uniform

      expectations will be sent to their Head of House and/or a member of the Senior Leadership Team.  The
      College will offer support to students if any uniform issues arise.

●   Spare uniform will be lent to students who are not wearing the correct uniform.  Students will be expected to
      wear this uniform if they arrive to College having not met the uniform expectations.

●   Where there are genuine reasons why students are not in the correct uniform students will be supported by our
     staff and we will contact families to explore a positive way forward.

Students, parents and staff all want consistency and high expectations and, with everyone’s support and cooperation, we
will achieve this with great pride.

https://www.donaldsmenswear.co.uk/
https://www.thomasmooretoymaster.com/
https://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/
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The traditional whole year,
individual and friendship group
student photographs will be taken in
the College Sports Hall on Tuesday 19 March.

Year 11 students are reminded that they must wear
school uniform for the photograph. Any Year 11
student not in uniform will not be able to be included in
the whole year photograph. This would be a real
shame as traditionally the Year group photo is
considered their most treasured possession of their
school life by many former students.

If students would like to have a photograph of their
friendship group, they will need to collect a “friendship
group envelope” from the Curriculum Support hatch.
Payments for friendship group photos are paid direct
to Tempest Photography and must be handed to the
photographer on the day. Please be aware that if

students do not bring their payment,
Tempest Photography will not allow them
to be included in their friendship group
photo.
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March 2019 Thurs 21 March Year 11 Photo

April 2019
Friday 5 April Last Day of Term

Mon 8 April  -  Mon 22
April Easter Holidays

Summer Term 2019
Tues 23 April All Pupils Return

May 2019
Mon 6 May Bank Holiday

Mon 27 May - Fri 31 May Half Term

June 2019
Monday 3 June All Pupils Return
Weds 26 June Year 11 Graduation

Fri 28 June Year 11 Ball

July 2019

Friday 19 July Last day of Term
Mon 22 July Non Pupil Day
Tues 23 July Non Pupil Day
Weds 24 July Non Pupil Day
Thurs 25 July Non Pupil Day

September 2019

Mon 2 September Non Pupil Day
Tues 3 September Non Pupil Day
Weds 4 September All Pupils Return

“Our school values a good partnership between school, parents and pupils to
ensure the best outcomes for your children. As part of our commitment to do
this, our weekly newsletter provides an important link to news and events
happening in the school which may affect you or your child.
By sending our newsletter electronically, we can communicate with you
efficiently, and meet our obligation to safely and effectively run our school for the
benefit of pupils and parents alike. We will always manage your data responsibly
and will never sell your data.
If you would like to find out more about how we use data, please read our
Privacy Notice at www.dartmoormat.org.uk/policies-and-documents

Dates for your diary & forthcoming events
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