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Last night the
annual Easter
concert took
place in the
Octagon.  As
ever the talent
on show was

magnificent and the
performers showed such
confidence.  It is always one
of the highlights of the year
and always a pleasure to
attend.  It is also the last
performance in school for
some of our Year 13 students
who have been the main stay
in musical productions over
the last few years and they
will be greatly missed by the
Expressive Arts Faculty.  I will
particularly miss Oliver
Mander’s Elvis impersonation!

Yesterday, I was lucky
enough to present certificates
of achievement to the
students involved in the
Forest Schools Project.
These students have worked
very hard over the last few

months to develop their camp
craft and it was a pleasure to
see how much they have
developed.

As we come into the Easter
break, I am aware that the
Year 11 and Year 13 students
are working hard to achieve
the best grades they can in
the summer.  I hope that they
will use the time away from
school wisely and as well as
revising hard will take the
opportunity to relax.  The
GCSE exams will begin on the
13 May and students will have
received their Statement of
Entries which lists all their
exams and when these will be
taking place.  Students will
receive their Exam Timetables
after the Easter break.   If you
have any concerns over
exams, please do not hesitate
to contact the College for
support.

In amongst the many
successful sporting activities

that have taken place over the
last few weeks, a highlight has
been the girls Table Tennis
team consisting of the Under
16’s Team, Mari Baldwin,
Kerenza Downes, Megan
Brogan and Emily Haskell and
the Under 19’s Team
consisting of Zoe Bennett and
Tayla Smith.  These students
represented the College at the
National Table Tennis
Championship Finals at
Hinckley and achieved second
place.  This was an incredible
performance and well done to
them all.

I hope that the weather will
allow everyone to have a very
pleasant Easter break and we
look forward to seeing
everyone back for the
Summer Term on Tuesday 23
April 2019.

Derrick Brett
Principal



Dear Parents and Guardians,

You may have heard from your child that we have been speaking to all students about our drive to raise standards and
expectations at Okehampton College.  This drive has students’ needs and wishes at the core, as we are committed to providing
an engaging, disruption free learning environment where everyone can achieve their full potential.

We have shared our vision to be a rewards focussed College with the students and have explained the range of ways they will
be able to achieve College privileges and rewards for outstanding approach to learning, effort, contribution and progress.  There
will be more opportunities to praise and reward students and we will communicate this with parents and guardians.

Alongside improving our reward system, we have shared with students how we are improving our Ready2Learn system.
Ready2Learn is our College behaviour system, which supports students and staff to uphold disruption free classrooms and
corridors.  In recent assemblies, we have shared with students that clear warnings will be given when College expectations are
not being met.  Students will be removed from lessons where there is persistent disruption to teaching and learning.  This is to
allow all students to thrive in lessons and for teachers to engage and support students in their learning.

This year we have engaged all students in the development of our College expectations and, alongside staff input, we have a
shared a set of reasonable requests for all staff and students to conduct themselves by.   Last week we revisited with staff and
students our expectations and what the consequences are when these are not met.  Staff and students have been very
supportive and appreciative of this communication and we hope that you will speak to your child about this within the coming
weeks.

We hope you share our commitment to the continuous raising of standards and expectations within the college. There will be
an opportunity for you to find out more information about our reward and behaviour systems at an Open Evening on Wednesday
24 April at 6pm in the Octagon .  We will also communicate this information via our College newsletter and Website.

Exciting news about the launch of the Parent Account for Class Charts
Parental engagement is important to us. To support our drive in raising standards and expectations and to develop our culture
of celebrating rewards and positive behaviour, we encourage you to sign up for a Class Charts Parent Account. Your login
details to your parent account were included on the email that you will have received on the 4 of April. This is a fantastic
opportunity to engage with your child’s learning, progress and behaviour.  We hope you will find this facility useful and
extremely informative. The parent account will be available from Tuesday 23 April 2019 and we encourage every parent to set
up a Class Charts parent account.

Thank you in advance for your support in our drive to raise standards and expectations so that students can achieve their best
and we can all be proud of the College we are a part of.

Yours sincerely

Derrick Brett
Principal



Dear Parents and Guardians

CRB Cunninghams, the company who provide the cashless catering hardware to the college, are
upgrading our biostore (the platform which retains the biometric fingerprints) and one consequence of
this is that we will require any student who uses a biometric fingerprint to have their finger re-scanned.

The College’s IT Lead has persuaded Cunninghams that we need to be able to run the two systems
alongside each other so that students will be able to continue using the cashless catering system while
we collect the new biometric data, meaning that no student will be adversely impacted by the upgrade.

Over the first 5 weeks of the Summer term we will be re-scanning students for whom we already have
biometric permissions. Students who use pin numbers will not be required to do anything as we will
transfer that information automatically.

If you have any questions or comments about this process then please email them to
datacheck@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk
Many thanks

Phillip Tyler

Systems & Applications Officer
Okehampton College

Dear Parents and Guardians

Re: Measles, Chicken Pox and Shingles

Please may we ask for your cooperation in a vitally important matter? One of our pupils is
receiving medical treatment for cancer. This puts the pupil at serious risk if exposed to
measles, chicken pox or shingles.

The best way to protect a pupil from measles is for all pupils to be immunised against
measles. Please discuss measles immunisation with your GP if your child is not already
vaccinated. If you suspect your child has measles you should let the school know
immediately.

Our pupil is also at risk from chicken pox and would need to be given an injection within
three days of contact. Please let us know immediately if you suspect that your child has
chicken pox.

It is also very important that you let us know if anyone in your household has shingles.

Your own child is not at any risk whatsoever from this situation. However, the health and
wellbeing of our pupil with cancer may be at serious risk. We depend on the co-operation of
all parents and know we can rely on your help.

Many thanks.

Yours sincerely,

Principal

mailto:datacheck@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk


Under 15
 Girls Cricket Team Indoor
County Champions 2019!

Huge congratulations to our
Under 15 Girls Cricket Team
pictured above. They have
recently been crowned the
Devon Under 15 Girls Indoor
Cricket Champions.
On Tuesday 12 March they went
to Exeter University to compete
in the County Finals Day. They
played 5 matches and won all 5,
beating St Peters, South
Dartmoor, St James, Churston
Ferrers and Cullompton along
the way.
They were incredibly consistent
throughout the day and were
thoroughly worthy winners. They
played with great confidence and
aggression in all games, batting,
bowling and fielding with
outstanding skill at times. All girls
played key roles in victories
during the day and individually
all contributed to the success of
the team
As Devon winners, they now
have a trip to the Ageas Bowl in
Southampton in May for the
West of England Finals. This is
an incredible achievement and
something to really look forward
to.
Well done to all involved and
thank you for you outstanding
effort and enthusiasm. Good luck
in May in the Regional Finals.

Mr Harris

Marketing Seminar for KS5 BTEC Business students

Year 12 and 13 Business students welcomed Tunde Awe, Vice Chair
from the Chartered Institute for Marketing (CIM) this week. Tunde ran
an informative marketing session with the students, giving real life
and first hand examples of marketing, from his career at Procter and
Gamble and Coca Cola in Africa. He also inspired pupils with
examples of marketing from his more recent marketing career since
moving to the UK.  Well done to the students for their impeccable
manners, great participation and attentive listening!

The PE Dept has a large
selection of PE kit which has
been left in the changing rooms
over the past few weeks/months.
None of these items are named
so it is impossible for us to
return it to its rightful owners.  If
your son/daughter has lost their
kit at any point and you would
like to replace it at no cost then
please ask them to come to the
PE Office and collect whatever
they are missing. It is a shame
to have it all sitting here when
we know that there are students
in college who are short of
various items.
Please ensure to name all items
of kit so that mislaid items can
be returned.

Thank you.

Have You Lost Kit?

Please remember that the easier
way to check the data we hold
on you and your child is by using
SIMS Parent Lite.  Please take
the time to log in and check your
addresses, emails telephone
numbers and parental consents
are up to date.  If you have not
already registered with SIMS
Parent please email
datacheck@okehamptoncollege.
devon.sch.uk to resend the
invitation to join.

Once you have logged in, click
on the logo above to go  direct to
a guide which lists the steps to
take to complete the registration.

Have You
Checked Your Data?

https://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/uploads/6/1/4/4/61443371/parentlite_guide.pdf
mailto:datacheck@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk
mailto:datacheck@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk
mailto:datacheck@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk


Congratulations to Holly
Keast and Lauren Pike who
both had highly successful
seasons playing for the
Devon U15 county rugby
squad. Holly in her second
season and Lauren in her
first took part in a gruelling
trial process and were
selected from 120+ girls to a
squad of 37 and partook in
three festivals against
Cornwall, Somerset and
Gloucestershire both home
and away. The girls were
undefeated in the 15-a-side
format winning an impressive 9 out of 9 games over the
season to become South West Champions! Holly captaining
the side at home against Somerset and Lauren scoring an
important try Vs Gloucestershire are just two of the
highlights from the season!  Well Done Girls.

Mr Kerswill

Rugby Success!

Pictured: Mr Kerswill (Devon Head Coach),
 Holly Keast, Lauren Pike

Pictured: Whole Squad Photo from the last festival in Cheltenham on 24 March

Edward Selwood was nominated for a
Mayoral Award by his tutor.  Mrs
Wheeleker writes:  Edward does so many
activities both in and out of school and
has a real sense of community.

He was nominated for the following
reasons:

Edward is heavily involved in the local
community.  He has recently become a
member of the National Youth Folklore
Troop of England, after an audition day
held recently in Tockington.
● He is a member of 'Zeal' a dance troop

in South Zeal.
● He is Dartmoor Broom Dance

Champion.
● He does Morris dancing.
● He was second in Dartmoor Step

dance
● He performs at the Folk Festival in

South Zeal.
●He attend 1st scouts in South Zeal.
●He races cycle speedway in South

Wales/South England and also
competes in Cylocross.

Edward was chosen by the Mayor
and won a Merit Award in the Under 18
category of this year’s Mayoral Awards.
Edward and his family attended an Award
Ceremony on Tuesday 26 March at West
Devon Borough Council in Tavistock
where he received his award from the
mayor.

Mayoral Award
For Edward!

Congratulations Edward!

The Deadline to return consent for
Year 9 Vaccinations is 14 April
2019.  Please click on the
vaccination symbol to go direct to
the Virgin Care Link to give consent.

Vaccination Consent
Deadline is Fast approaching!

https://schoolimms.virgincare.co.uk/?h=b3f341eff6e047c7bc33dd024cbdca02&fbclid=IwAR35Eu8v5nSn57afFsPUiJTU8LkARsgDzJ0U_O7UWbDkATtQfCi6kyjs32g


Class 8Y1 have been busy
creating an amazing new
display based on their recent
topic 'Population' and their
current area of study
'Development'. Using the
website
www.ifitweremyhome.com
students compared life in the
UK with other countries
around the world. They
looked at development
indicators including life
expectancy, birth rate,
literacy levels and access to
resources. 8Y1 created the
world map and then added
the information to the board
using string to pinpoint each
country's location on the
map. There is still some
space on the board if anyone
is feeling artistic and would
like to produce some famous
landmarks from around the
world. Well done to 8Y1 who
worked so well together to
create a bright, engaging,
educational and fun display,
thank you.

Mrs Wheeleker

https://www.ifitweremyhome.com/
https://www.ifitweremyhome.com/


On Thursday 28 March Miss Cookson and Mrs White took 50

year 8's into Exeter for the day to explore a range of places of

worship and belief systems. All pupils and staff had a fantastic

day with beautiful weather exploring some of the churches in

the High Street. Additionally all pupils visited Exeter

Synagogue and Exeter Mosque. In the synagogue pupils

listened to Stuart, a member of the Jewish community talk

briefly about the history of Judaism and some of the key

practices. Pupils were able to discuss and ask questions about

Judaism, further developing the work that they did in class on

food laws as well as look around and learn about the features

of a Synagogue.

At the Mosque pupils were shown around and spoken to by

Naomi, a volunteer and member of the Muslim community.

Pupils were able to observe the prayer hall being used and

then explore it themselves after the afternoon prayer.

Additionally pupils were shown the Wudu room where the

practice of ritualistic washing was explained to the class. Inside

pupils could ask questions about any areas of Islam they

wished to and many of the students took part in asking

insightful questions. On arrival at the mosque pupils saw

members of the public stood outside with signs expressing

solidarity to Muslims in light of the recent Christchurch attacks.

Some of these people were invited into the Mosque by Naomi

and explained that they wanted to show fellowship with

Muslims, one of these ladies was a Jew and one a Hindu. This

was a fantastic opportunity for the pupils to reflect on tolerance

Year 8 Beliefs & Values
Students Visit a Mosque



Job Vacancies
TEACHER OF FRENCH WITH

GERMAN/SPANISH - TPS
· Job term:         Permanent /
   Full Time

· Start Date: September 2019

· Location:          Okehampton College

· Organisation: The Dartmoor
   Multi Academy Trust

· Closing date:    Monday 22 April
   2019

TEACHER OF SCIENCE - TPS

· Job term:        Temporary / Full Time
For 1 Year to cover maternity

· Start Date:  September 2019

· Location:          Okehampton College

· Organisation: The Dartmoor Multi
   Academy Trust

· Closing date:    Monday 22 April 2019

TEACHER OF ART - TPS

· Job term:          Permanent / Full Time

· Start Date:  September 2019

· Location:          Okehampton College

· Organisation: The Dartmoor Multi

   Academy Trust

Closing date:   Wednesday 24 April 2019

Post 1: CHILD PROTECTION OFFICER
Post 2: INCLUSION AND INTERVENTION
  ASSISTANT
Post 3: EARLY HELP  COORDINATOR

· Job term:         Permanent

· Start Date:  As soon as possible

· Location:          Okehampton College

· Organisation: The Dartmoor Multi
   Academy Trust

· Salary / Grade:Grade D  £15,700 actual full
   time salary per annum

· Hours / Work Pattern: 35 hours per week

  Term Time plus non-pupil days 8.30am –
 4.30pm monday to Friday (1 hour for breaks)

· Closing date:     24 April 2019

TEACHER OF PE - TPS

· Job term:          Permanent / Full Time

· Start Date:  September 2019

· Location:          Okehampton College

· Organisation: The Dartmoor Multi

   Academy Trust

· Closing date:   Wednesday 24 April 2019

All schools in The Dartmoor Multi Academy Trust are committed to safeguarding and promoting the
welfare of children and young people, and expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment..

The successful candidate will be required to undertake an Enhanced Disclosure via the Disclosure
Barring Service (DBS).

For further details and to download an application pack please visit our website
www.okehamtoncollege.devon.sch.uk or email recruitment@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk

https://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/job-vacancies.html
mailto:recruitment@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk


Secondary Geography School Direct Teacher Training vacancies

Are you interested in pursuing a career in teaching?

We have an exciting opportunity for you to join a cohort of trainee geography teachers through Dartmoor Teaching
School Alliance (DTSA). We have 25 secondary schools within our alliance offering excellent opportunities to train as
a geography teacher.

Although this is a non-salaried programme, there is a bursary available of up to £26,000 for successful applicants onto
our school direct programme, depending on your level of qualifications. A scholarship is available through the Royal
Geographical Society (RGS) which includes £28,000 tax-free funding as well as a wide range of additional benefits
including training events, access to resources, membership of the Geographical Association as well as networking
opportunities.

Your training will lead to the award of a PGCE by the University of Exeter as well as Qualified Teacher Status (QTS)
by the Department for Education (DfE).

Please see the attached flyer for information regarding the content of our teacher training programme as well as a
structure of the course.

The programme is being co-delivered through DTSA and Teach South West by two leading practitioners in geography
teaching.

To apply for our programme through UCAS, please go to https://find-postgraduate-teacher-
training.education.gov.uk/course/2BT/3DM6

Should you require further information or have any questions regarding the Geography School Direct programme,
please contact the programme leader Jo Payne via email jpayne@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk or Martin Smith
(Director of DTSA) on msmith@dartmoortsa.org.uk

https://find-postgraduate-teacher-training.education.gov.uk/course/2BT/3DM6
https://find-postgraduate-teacher-training.education.gov.uk/course/2BT/3DM6
https://find-postgraduate-teacher-training.education.gov.uk/course/2BT/3DM6
mailto:jpayne@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk 
mailto:jpayne@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk 
mailto:msmith@dartmoortsa.org.uk 
mailto:msmith@dartmoortsa.org.uk 


Take a moment to read
these tips



Click on the icons above
 to go direct to our

Enrichment programme
listing the Extra

 Curricular activities.

Click on the
newsletters above

to go to the
College Newsletters
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