Tuesday 23 February 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope you are well and were able to enjoy a break last week.
In his statement to the House of Commons yesterday afternoon outlining HM Government’s step-by-step
‘roadmap’ to ease restrictions in England, the Prime Minister confirmed that all children in all schools in
England will begin to return to school from Monday 8 March. We are thrilled to be able to welcome our
students back and will ensure that they return safely, in continued line with the system of controls laid out
by HM Government.
In a separate communication yesterday to all school leaders, the Secretary of State for Education confirmed
that ‘School attendance will [again] be mandatory for all pupils, [but] with secondary schools and colleges
able to phase return over the week of 8 March to allow students to be offered testing on return.’ We are
in the process of reviewing our coronavirus response plan and associated risk assessment in line with the
amended guidance for schools published by the Department for Education (DfE) yesterday, and have a
tentative schedule for phasing students’ return that we will share with you soon once we have ensured its
feasibility. In the meantime, I summarise below for your information, the key points from the ‘roadmap’
and associated guidance for schools:

1)

Attendance is mandatory from 8 March, meaning that the usual rules on attendance will apply
and students ‘of compulsory school age must be in school unless a statutory reason applies.’

2)

From the week beginning 8 March all secondary school students will be offered asymptomatic
coronavirus testing on-site. Three tests will be offered, taken 3-5 days apart. Once students
have been tested three times on-site at school, they will be provided with test kits for regular
testing — i.e. twice a week — at home. Testing on-site initially is to ensure that students are
‘supervised whilst swabbing to make sure they are doing it correctly’ to support students’
transition to testing at home. (Note that the results of home tests — whether void, positive or
negative — must be reported to NHS Test and Trace either online or by telephone as per the
instructions that will come with the home test kits, and results should also be shared with the
school to support our contact tracing duties.)
•

Students ‘should [only] return to face-to-face education following their first negative
test result,’ and as such, testing and return of students will be ‘phased during the first
week to manage the number of pupils passing through the test site at any one time.’
Any student not undergoing testing will attend school in line with our phased return
arrangements which, to reiterate, will be shared with you soon. Remote education will
be provided for all students until they return to school in line with our phased return
arrangements.

3)

•

The current provision for vulnerable children and children of critical workers will
continue until respective year groups return to school as part of our phased return
arrangements. In other words, any student in Y7 for example, currently attending our
provision for vulnerable children and children of critical workers will continue to attend
such until the day Y7 return to school as part of our phased return arrangements.

•

Given the changes to the asymptomatic testing programme and protocols that have
occurred since I outlined the detail at the time in my letter of 9 January, and which I
shared in my letter of 29 January, we are required to obtain your consent again. I will
do this, and provide detail to inform your consent, in my next communication.

•

This asymptomatic onsite testing will take two weeks and I would respectfully ask for
your patience as we work through any disruption that this may cause.

Schools must continue to adhere to the system of controls regarding prevention and response
to any infection as were in place for the autumn term, as we outlined in our coronavirus
response plan and associated risk assessment and revised and updated throughout the autumn.
This means that all measures that were in place at the time we closed for Christmas in December
will continue and remain in place unless the review of evidence scheduled by HM Government
to occur at Easter advises any easing.
•

In addition to existing measures, students and staff must wear face coverings in
classrooms, unless exempt, and unless social distancing can be maintained (for
example, a teacher when teaching from the front of a classroom more than 2m away
from students). And again, this will be reviewed by HM Government at Easter.

4)

Students, staff and other adults must continue to adhere to isolation requirements and not
come into the school if they have one or more coronavirus symptoms, if a member of their
household has coronavirus symptoms, if they are required to quarantine having recently visited
countries outside the Common Travel Area, or if they have had a positive test.

5)

We must continue to identify contacts of confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) in the
school community and these contacts will be required to isolate for the required minimum 10day period from the last day of contact with the confirmed case.
•

A ‘contact’ is a person who has been close to someone who has tested positive for
COVID-19 anytime from 2 days before the person developed symptoms (or from 2 days
before the date of test if the person did not have symptoms) up to 10 days after,
i.e., when they are infectious to others. Full source detail can be accessed here, but in
short, being in ‘contact’ with a person who has tested positive means:
 Living in the same household.
 Face-to-face contact within 1m.
 Contact within 1m without face-to-face contact for 1 minute or longer.
 Contact within 2m for more than 15 minutes in a day (either as a one-off, or in total).
 Travelling in the same vehicle.
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6)

7)

As a result of Government updates published late last week, clinically extremely vulnerable
(CEV) adults, children and young people have now been advised to shield until 31 March 2021,
pending a further review mid-March. In addition, the Government have also now identified
more people via the COVID-19 Population Risk Assessment ‘who may be at increased risk of
becoming seriously unwell from coronavirus’ and have included such people in the CEV group.
As such, people in this category have also been advised to shield until 31 March, and will have
received this letter.
•

Students who have been confirmed as CEV are therefore advised ‘to shield and stay at
home as much as possible until further notice [and] not to attend school while shielding
advice applies nationally,’ i.e., until 31 March at the earliest. (Any parent or carer of a
child who has not received the letter but believes that there are good clinical reasons
why they should be added to the Shielded Patient List, are advised to discuss their
concerns with their GP or hospital clinician.)

•

We will contact families of students we are aware have previously been confirmed as
CEV to confirm that they remain on the Shielded Patient List, but would also be grateful
if parents and carers could inform us if their child has been subsequently identified as
CEV via the COVID-19 Population Risk Assessment. Please note that we will request
from parents and carers a copy of the shielding letter sent to CEV children, to confirm
that they are advised not to attend school whilst shielding guidance is in place.

•

We understand that there may be some anxiety from some parents and carers and
students themselves about the return to school. This may include students who have
themselves been shielding previously but have been advised they no longer need to,
or students who live in a household where someone is clinically vulnerable or CEV. I
outlined some of the actions we have taken and are taking in my last letter, but if it is
the case that you or your child are anxious about the return to school, I would urge
you to please contact us to discuss your concerns.

Where students are not able to attend school because of ‘clinical or public health advice related
to coronavirus (COVID-19), the absence will not be penalised.’ Moreover, we will provide
remote education to such students, i.e., those ‘who are unable to attend school because they
are complying with government guidance or legislation around coronavirus (COVID-19).’ This
includes CEV students who are shielding and students who are isolating.
***

Thank you very much again for your continued support. I will write again soon with precise detail and more
information regarding our phased return arrangements. Until then, if you require further information
beyond that which I have summarised in this letter, or through the links provided, you may find this DfE
blog regarding students’ return to school from 8 March useful, and this joint press release from the DfE
and Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC). In addition, this DfE paper summarises the evidence
relevant to, and in support of, the government’s decision to lift restrictions on education from 8 March.
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Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require any further information.
As ever, keep safe, and keep looking after yourself and each other.

Yours sincerely,

Derrick Brett (Principal).
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