
 

Thursday 24 June 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We hope and trust that you are well and are keeping safe.  

In light of the increased rate of coronavirus transmission (evident notably in school age children and young 

adults), the significantly increased levels of disruption schools are facing both nationally and regionally, and 

HM Government’s confirmation that the further lifting of COVID restrictions has been paused by 4 weeks, 

we are writing to update you and ask for your continued support in helping us in our efforts to mitigate the 

spread of coronavirus transmission in our community, and take the necessary precautions to help keep 

everyone safe.     

Whilst it is now expected that England will move to Step 4 of HM Government’s ‘roadmap out of lockdown’ 

on 19 July, England remains in Step 3, with the data on coronavirus transmission due for review in two 

weeks. As such, all schools are still required to adhere to a system of control actions regarding 'prevention' 

of transmission of coronavirus and regarding our 'response to any infection' — as laid out in the DfE 

coronavirus (COVID-19) Operational Guidance for schools, as we have outlined in our coronavirus  response 

plan and associated risk assessments, and as we reiterated in summary via our letter of 28 May.  HM 

Government have also stated that the move to Step 4 will be confirmed one week in advance.  And we will, 

of course, ensure that you are kept up to date with any changes to the restrictions as they apply to schools. 

Face Coverings 

In our email communication of 14 May we confirmed that in line with Step 3 of HM Government's 'roadmap 

out of lockdown', our students, along with students across the country, were no longer required to wear 

face coverings in classrooms or communal areas such as corridors and dining rooms.  Since then, the 

transmission and spread of coronavirus has markedly increased via the highly transmissible Delta B.1.617.2 

variant of the COVID-19 virus.  As such, until further notice and unless exempt, with effect from tomorrow 

Friday 25 June we are reinstating the requirement that all students and staff wear face coverings in 

corridors, communal areas, and in classrooms unless social distancing can be maintained (for example, a 

teacher when teaching from the front of a classroom more than 2m away from students).  All secondary 

schools across our Trust family are reinstating this requirement, and we will keep the policy under regular 

review and inform you, of course, of any changes.  All students must continue to wear a face covering on 

public transport to and from school, and, in accordance with advice from Public Health England, when 

travelling on dedicated transport to and from school (unless of course they are exempt). 

If your child is exempt, and you have already informed us, we have this on record and students have been 

provided with an exemption card and/or badge.  If you have not already informed us, please inform us by 

completing this short online form.   

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-statement-at-coronavirus-press-conference-14-june-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-spring-2021/covid-19-response-spring-2021-summary#step-4---not-before-21-june
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-coronavirus-restrictions-what-you-can-and-cannot-do#england-remains-in-step-3
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/schools-coronavirus-covid-19-operational-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/schools-coronavirus-covid-19-operational-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-spring-2021/covid-19-response-spring-2021-summary#step-3---not-before-17-may
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=kG0HO7J4vUqeBcIPJiicRjnwSebDr4NDqtvBush-3nFUNkNMUzRXOTkwMlU1VVE4N1M2Rlk4RVZXWC4u
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Asymptomatic coronavirus testing at home 

As you know, as part of the asymptomatic coronavirus testing programme, students and staff have been 

taking Lateral Flow tests for COVID-19 at home twice a week every 3-4 days to help manage the spread of 

coronavirus.  To date we have received notification of around 11,000 test results, and we would like to 

thank you, sincerely, very much for conscientiously participating in this testing programme.  Members of a 

household of a student or staff are also advised to take these twice-weekly tests at home, as outlined here.   

We have noticed in recent weeks a fall in the number of test results being reported to us.  To ensure that 

we do everything we can to keep our community safe, we reiterate here the importance that these tests 

continue to be taken, and that you report the results to us via this brief online form.  We check this 

information daily in order that we may find and isolate any positive cases, and thus help manage the spread 

of coronavirus in our community. We advise students to take the tests on Monday mornings each week 

before coming to school, or Sunday evenings if this is not practicable, and then again on Thursday mornings 

or Wednesday evenings.  Results — whether void, positive or negative — must also be reported to NHS 

Test and Trace, either online or by telephone (as provided in the home test kit instructions) as soon as the 

test is completed.    

• Students aged 11 should be tested by an adult.  Students aged 12 to 17 should self-test and report 

with adult supervision. (The adult may conduct the test if necessary.)  Students aged 18 and over 

should self-test and report the result, with assistance if needed.  

• If the LFD test provides a negative result, no further action is required. 

• If the LFD test provides a positive result: 

 The student must isolate immediately, in line with current guidance, along with 

household members. 

 Contacts will be identified by the school and/or NHS Test and Trace and will be 

advised to isolate.    

 A lab-based polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test must be arranged (either online 

or by calling 119) and taken within 2 days to confirm the result.  

 If the PCR test is positive, the student and contacts must continue to 

isolate for the required period.   

 If the PCR test is negative, it overrides the LFD test, and the student and 

contacts can end their isolation. 

Contact Tracing  

If any student tests positive, to help us support the NHS Test and Trace process and again manage the 

spread of coronavirus transmission in our community, we would also be grateful if parents and carers would 

complete this brief survey to provide the detail necessary for us to identify contacts and advise isolation. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-asymptomatic-testing-in-schools-and-colleges/coronavirus-covid-19-asymptomatic-testing-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=kG0HO7J4vUqeBcIPJiicRqegvlEXPElHnX9zsx7l5hlUN1hWU0NVOEFGOVFIUEpUNFJCOUpXWDRSRC4u
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test?utm_source=30%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=kG0HO7J4vUqeBcIPJiicRjnwSebDr4NDqtvBush-3nFUNUxUWEJMOTdJSFY1Rk84UzZBNjc0UkJPNS4u
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I repeat below, for your convenience, the updated definitions of ‘contact’ that we must adhere to (full 

source detail can be accessed here): 

• In short, a ‘contact’ is a person who has been close to someone who has tested positive 

for COVID-19 anytime from 2 days before the person was symptomatic (or date of test if 

the person was asymptomatic) up to 10 days from onset of symptoms (or date of test) — 

i.e., when they are infectious to others.   

• Being in ‘contact’ with a person who has tested positive means:  

 Face-to-face contact within 1m.  

 Contact within 1m without face-to-face contact for 1 minute or longer.  

 Contact within 2m for longer than 15 minutes (either as a ‘one off’ or in total 

over the course of a day).  

 Travel with the person who has tested positive in the same vehicle.  

Attendance 

Whilst attendance to school is mandatory — meaning that the usual rules on attendance will apply and 

that students ‘of compulsory school age must be in school unless a statutory reason applies’ — students, 

staff and other adults must continue to adhere to isolation requirements and not come into the school if 

they have one or more coronavirus symptoms, if a member of their household has coronavirus symptoms, 

if they are required to quarantine having recently visited countries outside the Common Travel Area, or if 

they have had a positive test. 

Where students are not able to attend school because of ‘clinical or public health advice related to 

coronavirus (COVID-19), the absence will not be penalised.’  Moreover, we will provide remote education 

to such students, i.e., those ‘who are unable to attend school because they are complying with government 

guidance or legislation around coronavirus (COVID-19).’  (Detail on how schools must record attendance in 

relation to coronavirus can be viewed here.) 

*** 

We thank you in advance very much again for your continued support.  Please do not hesitate to contact 

us should you require any further information in the meantime.   

As ever, keep safe, and keep looking after yourself and each other. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Craig Griffiths and Rebecca Mullins  
(Associate Principals). 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person#what-is-meant-by-a-contact
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person/guidance-for-contacts-of-people-with-possible-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19-infection-who-do-not-live-with-the-person#what-is-meant-by-a-contact
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-attendance
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-attendance/addendum-recording-attendance-in-relation-to-coronavirus-covid-19-during-the-2020-to-2021-academic-year
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