
 

Friday 9 July 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Further to the Prime Minister's statement at the coronavirus press conference earlier this week, and 

further to the statement to Parliament from the Secretary of State for Education that 'Covid restrictions 

in education settings will end at Step 4,' we are writing to provide you with an update on what this means 

for our students from 19 July — should these plans go ahead (final confirmation of these plans will be given 

by the Government on 12 July). 

The Department for Education (DfE) have updated their operational guidance for schools, to come into 

effect from Monday 19 July 2021, in line with the wider removal of COVID-19 restrictions throughout the 

country from that same date.  As our last day of the summer term is 23 July, and in line with DfE guidance, 

please note that we will be maintaining all the control measures we currently have in place to reduce the 

spread of COVID-19 during that last week of term, and, indeed, to minimise the risk for any disruption to 

the start of the summer period for families.  As has been the case throughout the pandemic, ensuring the 

health and safety of our students and staff remains paramount.  As such, we will be continuing to ensure 

good hygiene for everyone (e.g., hand sanitising on entry to and exit from rooms, desk cleaning, etc.), 

maintaining appropriate cleaning regimes, keeping occupied spaces well ventilated, and continuing to 

follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID-19.  We will 

also expect students and staff to continue to wear face coverings until the end of term inside our buildings, 

and on school transport.  

Changes from 19 July 

From Monday 19 July schools will no longer be responsible for contact-tracing.  Whilst you should still of 

course inform us if your child tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), from this date any contacts in school 

will only be traced by NHS Test and Trace where the positive case specifically identifies the individual as 

being a close contact.  Moreover, from Monday 19 July the absence of any student required to self-isolate 

will continue not counting as an absence (either authorised or unauthorised) for statistical purposes, but 

schools must now record the absence of a student who is unable to attend because they are confirmed to 

have tested positive for COVID-19 as an authorised absence because of illness. 

Changes after the end of the summer term 

The ‘bubble’ system will cease, i.e., it will no longer be necessary to keep children in bubbles. This means 

that if your child will be taking part in any summer provision, such as summer schools or activity camps, 

they will not be kept in ‘bubbles’.  This also means that there will no longer be a ‘bubble’ system when we 

return to school in September for the start of the new academic year, as things currently stand.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/pm-statement-at-coronavirus-press-conference-5-july-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-restrictions-in-education-settings-to-end-at-step-4
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/covid-restrictions-in-education-settings-to-end-at-step-4
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/999689/Schools_guidance_Step_4_update_FINAL.pdf
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From Monday 16 August, children under the age of 18 will no longer be required to self-isolate if they are 

contacted by NHS Test and Trace as a close contact of a positive COVID-19 case.  Instead, children will be 

advised by NHS Test and Trace to take a PCR test.  Children will only need to self-isolate if they have COVID-

19 symptoms or have had a positive COVID-19 test result.  

From the start of the Autumn Term, face coverings will no longer be required to be worn by students, staff 

and visitors either in classrooms or communal areas.   

Asymptomatic coronavirus testing 

Over the summer period, secondary students are only required to continue to test regularly if they are 

attending settings that remain open, such as summer schools and out of school activities based in school 

settings.  (Note that there is no need for pupils currently in Y6 transitioning from primary to secondary 

school to test over the summer period, even if they are attending settings during this time.) 

On return to school in September, all our students will take 2 lateral flow device tests in school, 3-5 days 

apart, at our Asymptomatic Testing Site, which will be reinstated as per the arrangements implemented on 

our return to school from the national lockdown in March 2021.  Students will then continue to test twice 

weekly at home until the end of September, when this requirement will be reviewed by HM Government.  

The DfE and NHS expect that the reinstatement of Asymptomatic Testing on-site will require a phased 

return in the first week of term to manage the numbers passing through the test site at any one time.  We 

are currently finalising arrangements for the on-site testing of students in September and will confirm such 

with you in a further communication before the end of the term. 

*** 

Whereas there will be changes as part of the easing of restrictions, as a school we will have outbreak 

management plans in place to ensure we are prepared to continue to operate if there is transmission of 

the virus in our school or the local community.  These plans will cover the possibility that it may become 

necessary to reintroduce ‘bubbles’ and/or other measures temporarily, but we should stress that any safety 

controls in place will be continually reviewed in accordance with HM Government and local guidance. 

We thank you in advance very much again for your continued support.  Please do not hesitate to contact 

us should you require any further information in the meantime.  As ever, keep safe, and keep looking after 

yourself and each other. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Craig Griffiths and Rebecca Mullins  
(Associate Principals). 



 

- 3 - 

Community Opportunity Respect Equity 

 
 



 

Community Opportunity Respect Equity 

 


