Monday 4 January 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,
I write further to my letter of 31 December to ensure that you are clear with the current arrangements for
the coming weeks, and to outline, in summary, the routines to expect in terms of the Remote Learning we
will provide for students. Of course, we will update you as quickly as possible should there be any further
announcements from HM Government that have any impact on these arrangements.

Staggered Return
From tomorrow, Tuesday 5 January, only vulnerable children and children of critical workers are able to
attend school on site. We have written separately to respective families who require on-site provision for
their children to confirm arrangements and attendance. Whilst the Secretary of State for Education has
stated that only students in exam year groups (i.e. Y11 and Y13) are expected to be provided with remote
education this week, we are providing all students with such.
From Monday 11 January until Friday 15 January, provision for vulnerable children and children of critical
workers continues, and students in Y11 and Y13 return. Students in Y7, Y8, Y9, Y10 and Y12 will be provided
with remote education. All students return on Monday 18 January.

School Transport
Devon County Council School Transport have confirmed that all school transport will run as normal for
those students we are expecting to attend provision for vulnerable children and children of critical workers
this week and next, and for all Y11 and Y13 students next week. Should there be any changes to this we
will of course notify you.

Free School Meals
All students eligible for free school meals will be provided with a food parcel for the weeks they are not in
school. We are contacting eligible families separately to arrange collection or delivery.

Device Provision
Families who requested the loan of the device, or support with the provision of data via our ‘Home Remote
Access Audit (December 2020 update)’ survey and who have not yet been contacted will be contacted as
soon as possible. If you wish to contact the school directly for support, or to chase up anything, please use
do so via datacheck@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk.

Remote Learning
1

Teachers will provide ‘lessons’, i.e. learning activities for students to undertake at home,
according to students’ scheduled timetable, and post such on Class Charts marked as ‘blended
learning’. Lessons will be set and due on the same day, i.e. the day of the lesson they replace.
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To help students and families navigate, Teachers will ensure that each Remote Learning lesson
will be posted on Class Charts with a standard heading, for example:
Remote Learning | Tuesday | 05/01/2021 | Mathematics
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4

Remote Learning lessons will follow the planned curriculum and last as follows:
•

Lesson 1 (periods 1 and 2) arranged in two sections, lasting 45-50 minutes each.

•

Lesson 2 (periods 3 and 4) arranged in two sections, lasting 45-50 minutes each.

•

Lesson 3 (period 5) lasting 45-50 minutes.

Teachers will provide concise advice and information to guide students through each Remote
Learning lesson. As such, teachers will ensure that the following elements to support
progression are evident in Remote Learning lessons:
Explanation / modelling
•

Lessons will incorporate an element of direct instruction, e.g. through a recorded video
or — particularly for Y11 and Y13 students — through an element of ‘live’ contact.

•

Explanations will build clearly on students’ prior learning or on how students’
understanding could be subsequently assessed.

•

Explanations will be given before exercises.

Independent activity
•

Activities will provide progressive, scaffolded cognitive demand, with prompts for
students to consider the strategies they will use if stuck.

•

Low stakes quizzes or tests may be used.

Opportunity to reflect and check
•

Proxies for feedback will be provided such as model answers, solutions.

•

Students will be prompted with questions / tasks to reflect on their work.
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Engagement will be monitored by Teachers and Subject Leads.
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Teachers will routinely set an activity that requires submission to permit review and feedback
through subsequent Remote Learning lessons.
•

Types of submission will depend on the work being set and could be via a photo of
work being uploaded, or completion of an online quiz / test, or completion of work
through one of the platforms used.
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Any issues regarding logging in, e.g. to Class Charts and the various learning platforms used by respective
subjects, should be directed to datacheck@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk, where a member of our IT
team will be able to support and troubleshoot.

Maintaining contact
To check on your child's wellbeing, see how they are accessing their remote learning and offer any support,
tutors will be contacting home on a weekly basis by phone or by email. Please do respond to any contact
— and encourage your child to respond to any emails they receive — so that we know all is well. If there
are any problems, do not hesitate to contact your child's tutor to seek guidance and support.

Rapid-result testing in schools
We will write to you again in the next day or so to provide you with more information and detail about the
actual tests being used, the testing process and to explain the changes as a result to isolation regulations
and requirements etc. We will also check again regarding your consent.
***
Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require any further information. As ever, keep safe, and
keep looking after yourself and each other.
Yours sincerely,

Derrick Brett (Principal).
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