
 

Wednesday 6 January 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am writing further to my letter of yesterday, and particularly in relation to the confirmation made by the 

Secretary of State for Education in his statement to Parliament this afternoon that ‘GCSEs, A-Levels and AS-

level exams will not go ahead this summer’.  I write also further to my email to all Y11 and Y13 students 

and their families yesterday afternoon regarding the change in advice from the Department for Education 

(DfE) in relation to the public exams scheduled to take place this month.  

Summer 2021 Exams and Awards 

After the Prime Minister’s announcement on Monday that ‘it is not possible or fair for all exams to go ahead 

this summer as normal’, Ofqual (the Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation) yesterday stated 

that whilst they ‘know how difficult this must be for students, teachers and lecturers, [they] wish at all costs 

to avoid arrangements for this summer’s GCSEs, A levels and VTQs [Vocational and Technical Qualifications] 

inflicting further disadvantage on students’. The interim Chief Regulator for Ofqual reaffirmed this in his 

statement this morning, confirming also that Ofqual ‘will provide further updates as soon as [they] can'.  

And we will, of course, keep you promptly updated and as fully informed as and when we can. 

The Secretary of State for Education today acknowledged to the House of Commons that ‘[a]lthough exams 

are the fairest way we have of assessing what a student knows, the impact of this pandemic now means 

that it is not possible to have these exams this year’.  Whilst GCSEs, A levels and AS level exams will 

therefore not go ahead this summer, and although we are short on detail, the Secretary of State also 

confirmed that students will be awarded ‘a form of teacher-assessed grades’ instead, with ‘training and 

support provided to ensure these awarded fairly and consistently across the country’. 

Whilst we have attempted since our return in September to gently prepare students for such an 

eventuality, in the absence of further detail I do not want to contribute to any escalation of the worry 

students will invariably be dealing with now as a result of this announcement by speculating further.  

Nonetheless, I do want to emphasise the following for our students: 

• Your hard work will be recognised.  

• None of your efforts so far, or indeed in the coming months, will be wasted. 

• The grades you will be awarded will retain the same value as formal grades that come from 

exam results and will hold the same status as grades awarded in any other year.   

• Your future aspirations and ambitions will not be affected.   

https://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/uploads/6/1/4/4/61443371/coronavirus_update_05012021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/education-secretary-statement-to-parliament-on-national-lockdown
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/prime-ministers-address-to-the-nation-4-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/a-message-from-simon-lebus-chief-regulator-on-exams-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/education-secretary-statement-to-parliament-on-national-lockdown
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• You will still be able to progress to your next stage, whether that will be to post-16 education, an 

apprenticeship, university, or employment. 

• The assessments your teachers will arrive at will be fair, reasonable, and carefully considered 

objective professional judgements based on a wide range of evidence that is considered through 

a robust, transparent and self-critical process.  And they will be moderated, carefully.   

• There will be opportunities to appeal if you are disappointed with any grade you are awarded, 

and there will very likely be an opportunity to sit an actual exam later in the autumn of 2021. 

January 2021 Exams 

As I outlined in my letter yesterday morning, after the move into National Lockdown, schools were advised 

that all public exams and vocational assessments scheduled to go ahead this January were to go ahead as 

planned.  (Any non-public assessments scheduled for January were postponed and we contacted students 

to this affect on 4 January.)  However, the DfE late yesterday changed this advice ‘in light of the evolving 

public health measures’ and updated their guidance, subsequently informing schools and colleges that they 

‘can continue with the vocational and technical exams that are due to take place in January, where they 

judge it right to do so’.  The interim Chief Regulator for Ofqual confirmed this with a public statement made 

this morning, as did the Secretary of State for Education in his statement to Parliament this afternoon. 

Whilst there has, however, been no further detail provided as yet, we have considered the situation 

carefully and I confirm that the examinations scheduled to take place this January will go ahead as planned, 

but if a parent or carer feels it would be unsafe for their child to attend College to sit the examinations, 

they should inform us (via exams@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk) and we will withdraw the student 

from the exam.  Based on the reassurances that we have received today directly from exam boards, which 

I outline below, no student’s progression should be disadvantaged as a result of such a decision.     

The two overriding factors we have considered in making such a decision — on the basis of the albeit limited 

information available to us — are a) ensuring the safety of students who may sit the exams, and b) ensuring 

that no student is disadvantaged in any way by any decision.  To elaborate: 

Firstly, we are confident that the protective measures we have in place for the running of the exams this 

January are strong.  Our measures adhere to the public health guidance provided by the DfE to support 

exams, with protocols in place for the arrival and departure of candidates, invigilation, cleaning, and set up 

of the exam room.  Equally, given that the numbers of students involved in the January exams are relatively 

low, we are able to space exam desks beyond the advice from the Joint Council for Qualifications (para 11.9 

p21) of ‘1.25m in all directions from centre to centre of candidates chairs’, assuring at least a 2m distance. 

Secondly, whilst we await further detail about exactly how students will be graded this summer, we have 

been in contact today with the DfE, Ofqual and respective exam boards for advice regarding potential 

impact on students’ progression.  Whereas the interim Chief Regulator of Ofqual has stated that sitting 

exams this January ‘may be particularly important for vocational and technical qualifications which require 

a ‘licence to practise’, which can only be fulfilled through practical assessment’ — and thus which underpins 

the reason not to cancel the January exams — it is important to understand that this does not apply to any 

of the qualifications examined at the College this January.   

https://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/uploads/6/1/4/4/61443371/coronavirus_update_05012021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/a-message-from-simon-lebus-chief-regulator-on-exams-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/education-secretary-statement-to-parliament-on-national-lockdown
mailto:exams@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series/public-health-arrangements-for-autumn-exams
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/responsibility-for-autumn-gcse-as-and-a-level-exam-series/public-health-arrangements-for-autumn-exams
https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/ICE_20-21_FINAL.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/a-message-from-simon-lebus-chief-regulator-on-exams-in-2021
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Moreover, whilst both exam boards have stated that they will produce further guidance as soon as they 

can, we have been reassured by OCR that ‘if a candidate does not feel safe sitting the exam for public health 

reasons [the College] can withdraw them’, and that ‘no candidate will be disadvantaged in any way’ as a 

result.  Edexcel Pearson have confirmed that they will ‘certificate any learner who is unable to take their 

assessments in January and has enough evidence to receive a certificate that they need for progression, 

and that learners unable to take their assessment this January may be able to take their assessment at a 

later date [or] if that is not possible, we will put in place arrangements to ensure no learner is 

disadvantaged’.  The Secretary of State for Education also committed to Parliament this afternoon to 

‘ensur[ing] all students are able to progress fairly’, irrespective of whether or not they sit the exams as 

scheduled this January. 

The examinations and assessments this January that this applies to are as follows (if students intend on 

sitting the exam, please arrive 10 minutes before the scheduled start time): 

• 07/01/2021  |  AM  |  iGCSE Mathematics  |  1 candidate 

— Exam board Pearson Edexcel, code 4MA1F 

• 11/01/2021  |  PM  |  Cambridge National Level 1/2 Health & Social Care  |  43 candidates 

— Exam board OCR, code R021 

• 12/01/2021  |  PM  |  BTec L3 Extended Certificate in Applied Science Biology  |  7 candidates 

— Pearson Exam board Edexcel, code XDG17  

• 13/01/2021  |  AM  |  BTec L3 Extended Certificate in Applied Science Chemistry  |  7 candidates 

— Exam board Pearson Edexcel, code XDG17  

• 13/01/2021  |  PM  |  BTec L3 Extended Certificate in Applied Science Physics  |  7 candidates 

— Exam board Pearson Edexcel, code XDG17  

• 13/01/2021  |  PM  |  iGCSE Mathematics  |  1 candidate 

— Exam board Pearson Edexcel, code 4MA1F 

• 18/01/2021  |  AM  |  Cambridge Technical L3 Extended Certificate in IT  Unit 3  |  5 candidates 

— Exam board OCR, code 5839 

*** 

Students, we know how demanding and unrelenting this pandemic has been for you, and we are proud of 

the way you have conducted yourselves throughout.  Your work has been continuously disrupted since 

March last year and I know the cancellation of your exams this summer is difficult and worrying for you, 

but I also know that your teachers will guide and support you as best they can for the rest of the year, 

whether remotely or face-to-face.  So just keep going.  Turn up.  Step up.  Or, in the message for students 

from the interim Chief Regulator for Ofqual, ‘continue to engage as fully as you can in your education’, 

whether remotely or face-to-face, because ‘this will put you in the best position, whatever arrangements 

are made for your qualifications’.  Take everything on board; accept the fact that we are living through an 

extraordinary time, with chaotic messages and seemingly everchanging plans, and just keep going.  Just 

keep trying.  We have your back.  Complete your remote learning, keep working hard, and know now that 

everything you do has the potential to make a difference.     
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*** 

May I once again take this opportunity to thank you wholeheartedly for your understanding and ongoing 

support in helping us to manage this unprecedented situation.  Please do not hesitate to contact us should 

you require any further information, but may I ask for your patience as we navigate our way through the 

information that will come our way in the coming days and weeks.  We will, of course, keep you as promptly 

updated and fully informed as we can. 

As ever, keep safe, and keep looking after yourself and each other. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Derrick Brett (Principal). 
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