
Getting Started on Your 
Personal Investigation



What is it? 
The Personal Investigation is in two parts:

• A practical project in which you carry out a          
personal investigation based on an idea, issue, 
concept or theme.

• Written material which is linked to and supports 
your chosen focus for study.



Think of someone or something that 
really inspires you….

• You will be creating an in depth study into this 
subject, theme or artists.

• Make sure it is on something that really interests 
you as your passion for this subject will shine 
through.

• Are there any new techniques you want to learn? 
Any artists/designers/photographers you want to 
find out more about?

THIS IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY!









What makes an outstanding Personal Investigation?

• In-depth mind map of ideas (include: key themes, type of 
Art, methods Artist had used, linking Artists. Why do you want to look at this 
Artist? Explain, show….)

• A visual mind map- a mood board, what do you want to LOOK at, do, 
copy, explore.

• Background of Artist- (what inspired them, techniques used in detail!, 
key themes, where did they exhibit? Why? Beliefs, ) 

• Good images! Images of their work that INSPIRE YOU. Only put in images 
of artwork you wouldn’t mind replicating. Draw these images! Discuss shape, 
form ,texture, why you like it-be specific, in depth.

• Observational Drawing – Draw from life, draw what the artist’s 
inspiration was, draw your own ideas of work you might want to make as you 
go along

• Make links- what artists are linked with them? Same techniques, 
location, movement, 

• Visit the work in life, draw it, paint it, document this well. Visit the 
Artist, studio, interview  them.



• Where are you going to take this research? What do you 

want to make create? Draw it plan it, show examples of colour, texture, shape. 
Bring in your own inspiration, take photos

• Explore techniques!!! Try as many different techniques/mediums 

associated with the artist as you can and other ones you like as well

• Working in the style of the Artist – Be as authentic as you can, 

make notes of how you found this experience, what you discovered, what bits 
you liked/didn’t. who else has worked in this way?

• Presentation- present it in a way that suits the type of work you will be 

doing, sketchbook? Big? Small? Colourful? Neat? Digital? 

• Ask for help! Most lessons will take the form of individual tutorials. 

Whilst it is an expectation that you as A2 students should be able to work 
independently, you must ask us if you are stuck or need help. We do our 
utmost to see everyone each lesson, but if you need us urgently – grab us!

• Ask Questions.  You might learn better verbally than on the computer, 

ask, talk, pester.make notes



Along with a written essay, 1000-3000 words (with supporting images)



Practical sketchbook investigation









Practical sketchbook investigation





As I moved on to the second year of the A Level Textiles course, my 
observations of first-hand resources underpinned my practical work and the 
exhaustive reflection necessary within my Coursework contextual essay. I 
was primarily interested in the sequential process of metamorphosis in 
butterflies and in order to understand this I purchased a small butterfly 
hatching kit. The insects came in a pot and I observed closely their 
cocooning, hatching and release. The inspiration I gained from this 
experience was invaluable. It was breathtaking to see such intricacy and awe 
in something that happens every single day. The cocooning concept provided 
the basis for my project, as I was fascinated by this idea of a container with 
connotations of entrapment and protection. I reflected on how I, too, 
containing these animals in an artificial setting, had meddled with the 
boundary between appreciation and being harmful. This brought about the 
idea of ‘collecting’ within my research and pushed me to develop more 
conceptual and meaningful ideas in my work. The commonalities and 
contradictions in placing these two issues alongside each other was 
interesting and I was able to use the imagery of the metamorphosis and 
insect infestation to convey the concepts of compulsive hoarding in a 
creative way, initially unexpected to even myself. 



https://www.studentartguide.com/featured/a-level-
textiles-sketchbook

Exemplar A* 
sketchbook pages

https://www.studentartguide.com/featured/a-level-textiles-sketchbook




This excerpt from an 100% A Level Art Personal Study by Yantra Scott entitled

‘An investigation into gender roles in contemporary art‘ 

I first encountered Sarah Lucas whist briskly strolling through the crowded rooms 
of the Tate. Amongst oils and finely crafted sculpture my eyes were transfixed in 
a two-way glare with a slightly butch, totally intense woman, with eggs for 
*****. Ever since then I’ve been hooked.

It is evident that Yantra not only visited and 
viewed artwork in the flesh, but had a 
strong personal reaction to it. It could 
never be assumed that this segment had 
been reworded from a textbook: it is 
absolutely the words of a passionate high 
school Art student. Although Yantra uses 
coarse language within her study 
(something which should be emulated with 
caution) this project is an exceptional 
example of an intelligent and personal 
response to a topic.



Similarly, this quote from an 88% OCR A2 Art Personal Study (one of the 
examples given in the OCR A2 Art Exemplar Work – Personal Study document) 
shows a personal response integrated within the analysis of Damien Hurst’s 
work, illustrated below.

“ A study into conceptual art focusing on the work of Damien Hirst’

The glass is thick, so thick that it is intimidating. It is as if it is holding something 
terrible back. It makes you question the formaldehyde and query, what if the 
tank did break? The formaldehyde is not clear as I expected but is quite 
strongly coloured by a blue and green pigment. This colour is very clinical and 
has the connotations of a hospital…



YOUR TASK FOR THE NEXT TWO 
WEEKS

•You will need to complete an in depth  investigation into your chosen artist/subject. 
You must first think about who you want to study and complete a page on your 
thoughts on the work PRE STUDYING IT IN DETAIL. 
How do you think it will make you feel? 
What size is it? 
What is the texture like? 
What emotion does it portray?

•You need to find a virtual tour to see the work to gain understanding of it. Then 
once again complete a page on your feelings and investigation, how has this now 
changed? What were your feelings for the work when you saw it. What do you now 
understand more about it?

•You must record all your findings and complete at least 4 observations on the work.

•This must be presented in a handmade or shop bought book.


