Lesson 8 – The ‘Sublime’ in Gothic
What does ‘the sublime’ mean?
A natural event or view which is both beautiful and dangerous – creates a sense of awe and fear. The simplest way to explain ‘the sublime’ is that it creates a feeling of both AWE and TERROR. For example, somebody trying to understand the size of the universe might feel amazed and incredulous (awe) but also frightened (terror) by the idea.
1. Can you give a modern example of experiencing the sublime (like the one given above)? Explain why is might count as the sublime.


2. Read these extracts from Gothic novels, then answer the questions, making links to how the sublime is shown (the first one has been done for you):
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E.g. Firstly, the adjectives “violent” and “terrible” personify the storm as something dangerous, which is to be feared. Then, the nouns “curiosity” and “delight” show the awe and amazement that the narrator feels. These contrasting words are typical of the sublime because they create both a sense of fear and also of awe. 
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Well done! 

You have completed your lesson on the sublime!
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Frankenstein

When | was about fifteen years old, we had retired to our
house near Belrive, when we witnessed a most violent and
terrible thunder-storm. It advanced from behind the
mountains of Jura; and the thunder burst at once with
frightful loudness from various quarters of the heavens. |
remained, while the storm lasted, watching its progress with
curiosity and delight.

1. How does Shelley’s setting conform to ideas about the
sublime? P
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Shortly before ten o'clock the stillness of the air grew quite
oppressive, and the silence was so marked that the beating
of a sheep inland or the barking of a dog in the town was
distinctly heard, and the band on the pier, with its lively
French air, was like a discord in the great harmony of
nature’s silence. A little after midnight came a strange
sound from over the sea, and high overhead the air began
to carry a strange, faint, hollow booming.

1. How does Stoker’s setting conform to ideas about
the sublime? L)
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Then without warning the tempest broke. With a
rapidity which, at the time, seemed incredible, and even
afterwards is impossible to realise, the whole aspect of
nature at once became convulsed. The wave rose in
growing fury, each overtopping its fellow, till in a very few
minutes the lately glassy sea was like a roaring and
devouring monster.

2. How is the description of the storm sublime?
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