Lesson 8: Homer, Troy and Odysseus
1. Revise this information about Ancient Greece:
1) How long ago did Ancient Greece exist?
i. 700-480 B.C./over 2000 years ago

2) What was life like in Ancient Greece?
i. Simple way of life – not advanced
ii. Divided into kingdoms. People tended to stay in their areas.
iii. Stories were passed down orally.

3) How might people travel between two different lands and regions?
i. Typically, by sea

2. Homer is given credit for writing down two of the oldest tales known to us: The Iliad and The Odyssey. Use this information to answer the questions below:
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[bookmark: _Hlk42612874]Here’s a great recap: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TOAraslCkgU

The Trojan War:
1) Who was the conflict between?

2) How did the war begin?

3) How long did the war go on?

Now, let’s learn about The Odyssey
3. Use the information below to answer these questions:
1) What form is The Odyssey written in?

2) Who wrote The Odyssey?

3) How long does it take Odysseus to get home from the Trojan War?

4) How long has Odysseus been away from home in total?

5) What is Odysseus’ home called?

6) What does Odysseus encounter on his way home from the Trojan War?

7) Which two family members are waiting for Odysseus?

8) What is happening in Odysseus’ home?

9) What is Odysseus’ most notable quality?

10) How does The Odyssey end?
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The Odyssey is an epic - a very long poem on a single subject. Some
epics were composed in order to be performed from memory, so
they include poetic devices to make them more memorable. And
many epics, probably including The Odyssey, were written to be
performed to musical accompaniment.
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The journey of Odysseus from Troy to Ithaca takes ten years — the
same amount of time that the Trojan War itself lasted. The
extraordinary length of Odysseus' return trip, which should take a
matter of weeks, is due to his many antagonists, including the god
Poseidon, the many mythical creatures he encounters, and
Odysseus' often greedy and lazy crewmen.
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Odysseus' most memorable quality is not his bravery or strength —
though he is brave and strong — but rather his cleverness. In fact,
Homer refers to his protagonist throughout the epic as "wily
Odysseus."
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The lliad and The Odyssey are ancient poems composed
nearly 3000 years ago in what we now call Greece. We
think they were created over time and sung to music
before they were written down. They are what we call epic
poems (poems about heroes and gods from a mythical
past). They contain characters and events that are still
referenced in literature and daily life today.
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The Trojan War, in Greek mythology, was a war between
the Greeks and the people of Troy. The strife began after
the Trojan prince Paris abducted Helen, wife of Menelaus
of Sparta. When Menelaus demanded her return, the
Trojans refused. Menelaus then persuaded his brother
Agamemnon to lead an army against Troy.
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In order to win favourable winds for the journey,
Agamemnon sacrificed his daughter Iphigenia to Artemis.
The winds came and the fleet set sail for Troy. For nine
years the Greeks ravaged Troy's surrounding cities and
countryside, but the city itself, well fortified and
commanded by Hector and other sons of the royal
household, held out.
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The Odyssey

The Odyssey is Homer's epic poem of Odysseus' 10-year struggle to
return home after the Trojan War. While Odysseus battles mythical
creatures and faces the wrath of the gods, his wife Penelope and
his son Telemachus stave off suitors vying for Penelope's hand and
Ithaca's throne long enough for Odysseus to return. The Odyssey
ends as Odysseus wins a contest to prove his identity, slaughters the
suitors, and retakes the throne of Ithaca.




