Lesson 4: Word Classes and Connotations
1. Read through and revise the word classes below:
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2. Cover up the definitions above and have a go at remembering as many as you can from memory. Write in the definitions, too:
· N____:

· P_______ n_____:

· A_______ n_____:

· C_______ n_____:

· V_____:

· A_________:

· A_________:



3. Can you identify the word classes in these sentences? Label them.
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4. Check your answers at the bottom of the page.

5. Read the definition of ‘connotation’:
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6. This is an example of the connotations of ‘red’:
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7. What connotations come to mind based on the following words:
· Whisper – 

· Pale – 

· Huge – 

· Crept – 

· Green – 

8. Complete the table with connotations from key quotations from Pandora. An example has been done for you.

	Quotation
	Key word and word class
	Connotations and effect

	“Prometheus, the courageous titan.”
	‘courageous’ - adjective
	Courageous connotes a sense of heroic bravery, suggesting that Prometheus is a valiant character who is to be admired for his action in the face of difficulties.

	“inquisitive and deceitful nature” (Pandora)
	‘inquisitive’ - 
	This connotes….





	“sorrows and sicknesses”
(in the jar)
	
	





	“wrath of Zeus”
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Brave Prometheus decided to steal back fire.

brave = adjective, fire = concrete noun
Epimetheus’s envy got the better of him.

envy = abstract noun, him = pronoun

. The world was shaken by Zeus's anger.

shaken = verb, Zeus = proper noun
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4. Suddenly, the sicknesses and sorrows emerged from the
jar onto the world.

suddenly = adverb, sorrow = abstract noun
5. Sadly. hope became trapped in the jar.

sadly = adverb, hope = abstract noun, trapped = verb
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Important Word Classes
Noun - a person, place or thing (person)

Concrete noun - a noun that can be identified through a sense
(wall)

Abstract noun - a noun which denotes an idea, quality or state
(sadness)

Proper noun - the name of a person, place or organisation

Pronoun - a word that can replace the noun in a sentence (you,
it)
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Verb - a word used to describe an action (run)
Adjective - describes an attribute of a noun (grand)

Adverb - a word or phrase which modifies a verb,
adjective or other adverb (hurriedly)
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Identifying Word Classes

. Brave Prometheus decided to steal back fire.
Epimetheus’s envy got the better of him.

. The world was shaken by Zeus's anger.
. Suddenly, the sicknesses and sorrows emerged
from the jar onto the world.
5. Sadly, hope became trapped in the jar.
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Connotations

An idea or feeling which
a word invokes for a
person beyond its literal
meaning.
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