Lesson 1: Introduction to Greek Myths
1. Read through this information, then note down three new ideas in your own words:
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2. Write down your own definition of ‘myth’, using the information above.

Check your answer here:
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3. Read the information below and then answer these questions:

a. What did the creation of myths allow mankind to do in ancient civilisations?

b. How was literacy (reading and writing) different in Ancient Greece?

c. What did the Ancient Greeks question?

d. What examples of characters did the Ancient Greeks use to tell their myths?

e. Why are Greek Myths important to us now?
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4. (OPTIONAL ACTIVITY) Complete the sentences using the words ‘because’, ‘but’ and ‘so’. You can use the sentences from the video to help you:

a. The Greeks’ version of mythology has survived because…

b. Ancient Greek myths may be very old but…

c. There were few advanced inventions in Ancient Greece so…



5. Read the definitions of the following concepts (key themes and ideas which appear often in Greek Myths):
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6. Look at the plotlines on the video. Match each plotline to one of the concepts you have just learned about. Explain why it matches the concept.
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a. E.g. Plot 1 is an example of philotimia because this man might have wanted to become king because he wants to be honoured and revered by others. 

b. Plot 2 is an example of …………………. because……..




c. Plot 3 is an example of …………………. because……..



d. Plot 4 is an example of …………………. because……..
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The arc of the Greek Myth has followed the rise of mankind. The
Greeks' version of mythology has survived and its richness of detail has
been passed on by poets, orators, playwrights and novelists ever since.
Greek mythology contains morals and messages that influence our
understanding of the world still to this day. They help us also to
understand why human beings behave and make the decisions in the
way that we do. In this case, Greek Myths are very important to us.
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Concept and Explanation

1.
2.

xenia (zee-nee-uh) - the importance of being a good host and a good guest
philotimia (phil-oh-teem-e-uh) - The love of being honoured. If you want to be
honoured for helping others, this is good. However, if you want to be honoured
because you are selfish, this is bad.

aristeia (ar-is-te-uh) - A hero's greatest moment of glory. This comes from the Greek
aristos which means ‘best’. You can see this root in words such as aristocracy - the
ruling class.

moira (moi-ruh) - The idea of fate. The Greeks believed that our lives are already
mapped out and that we have no free will.




image8.png
Concept 1

A greedy man wants to be made
king.

A man randomly bumps into a
person. That person later kills
him.

Concept 2:

The man invites the current king
to his castle and then kills him.

Concept 4:

The man is surrounded by an
army but fights bravely until the
end.
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What was Ancient Greece like? (700-480 B.C)

e there was little literacy (reading / writing), so most people used
drawing as a way of communicating information on paper e.g.
messages

e with little in the way of vehicles (beyond horses and carts) it was a
relatively calm and quiet place

e people remained mainly loyal to the places they grew up in and
rarely ventured out their whole life

e kings would rule over certain areas and groups of people
(kingdoms)
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much of man’s time was spent creating a living in the natural world
(farming, hunting etc) or entertaining themselves in the wild

ships were used to traverse the seas between islands, otherwise it
would have taken months to travel

basic conditions and technology meant that man crafted most
items for everyday living (e.g.candles for light)
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Key Word: myth

The story of the Minotaur, a creature formed with the body of a
man and the head of a bull, is a Greek myth.

It was a popular myth that you could find monsters in the woods.
It is a myth that money brings you happiness.
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myth (noun): a traditional story, especially one concerning the early
history of a people; typically involving supernatural beings or events
mythical (adjective)
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Myths were common in the ancient world because they allowed early
mankind to explain difficult phenomena (facts and things) and why
things were the way they were. Myths were created to answer
questions such as: ‘Where do volcanoes come from?’; ‘Why does the
earth possess different seasons?’; ‘Why do we have thunderstorms,
earthquakes and deserts?’. They questioned how it all may have
started. The Greeks used different ways to explain how civilisation
came to be: angry gods, giants, goddesses, deities, demons and
spirits.




