
 

Wednesday 13 January 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I write further to my letters of 5 January and 6 January to keep you up to date with the developing situation 

regarding alternative arrangements for exams in 2021, as a result of the Secretary of State for Education’s 

statement to Parliament on 6 January.   

Today, the Secretary of State for Education wrote to the Chair for Ofqual (the Office of Qualifications and 

Examinations Regulation) regarding assessment options for qualifications in 2021.  In this correspondence 

the Secretary of State confirmed that as students will not ‘be in a position to sit their exams fairly this 

summer… alternative arrangements are needed to award qualifications’.  As a result, the DfE and Ofqual 

will jointly ‘consult on alternative arrangements for GCSE, AS and A levels which should involve the 

awarding of grades based on teacher assessment’.  The consultation will also consider ‘propositions for 

these vocational and technical qualifications (VTQs)’ as well, ‘to ensure that students taking these 

qualifications are not disadvantaged in comparison to their peers taking GCSEs, AS and A levels’. 

The consultation document will be issued ‘later this week’ and the consultation period will last for a 

fortnight, in order to ‘reach conclusions quickly’ thereafter.  In his response to the Secretary of State, the 

Chief Regulator for Ofqual emphasises the importance for all those affected to be afforded the opportunity 

to comment on proposed arrangements, stating that the ‘consultation should… seek the views of the 

students who would have sat exams this year and their parents and carers’.   

To this end, I outline below the key points made in this correspondence today, and in the Secretary of 

State’s response to questions from the Education Select Committee this morning, as they apply to our 

students and the qualifications they are working towards.  I will, of course, provide you with all necessary 

consultation details as soon as they are published for you to respond, should you wish.  

For GCSE, AS and A Levels 

• Students should continue to be taught for as long as possible and teachers’ final judgements 

on students’ grades ought to be as late as possible in the academic year. 

• Whilst a ‘breadth of evidence should inform teachers’ assessment of students’ deserved 

grades’, the possibility of providing externally set tasks or papers will be explored through the 

consultation, for teachers to draw on to support their assessments of students.   

https://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/uploads/6/1/4/4/61443371/coronavirus_update_05012021.pdf
https://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/uploads/6/1/4/4/61443371/coronavirus_update_-_exams_06012021.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/education-secretary-statement-to-parliament-on-national-lockdown
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letter-from-gavin-williamson-to-simon-lebus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/simon-lebus-responds-to-the-secretary-of-states-letter-of-13-january-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letter-from-gavin-williamson-to-simon-lebus
https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/fcd24ca0-68d1-4c02-8754-a35b254ec810
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o The consultation will seek views on what ‘evidence should determine a teacher’s 

assessment of a student’s grade’ and whether the use of ‘externally set short papers’ 

should be ‘required or recommended’. 

• The consultation will set out proposals which allow students to be assessed based on what 

they have learnt, rather than against content they have not had a chance to study. 

• Schools should undertake quality assurance of their teachers’ assessments.  

• External checks should be in place — not to ‘second-guess’ the judgement of teachers, but to 

confirm that the ‘process and evidence used to award a grade is reasonable’, and ‘to avoid 

schools and colleges proposing anomalous grades.’   

o Any changes to grades as a result of external checks should be ‘exceptional’, and only 

made ‘if those grades cannot be justified, rather than as a result of marginal differences 

of opinion’.  

• No algorithm will be used to set or automatically standardise anyone’s grade. 

• There should be a clear and accessible route for private candidates to be assessed and receive 

grades.  The Chief Regulator for Ofqual has confirmed that Ofqual ‘will consider carefully the 

different experiences of private candidates and the opportunities available to them to make 

sure the approach is fair to all and that they are not disenfranchised’. 

• There should be a route for any student who does not believe their grade reflects the 

standard of their work to request a review and appeal their grade, and that this process will 

‘align with the detail of the assessment approach finally put in place’. 

For Vocational and Technical Qualifications 

• Qualifications, such as BTECs, Cambridge Nationals, and Cambridge Technicals need to have 

alternative arrangements to examined assessments, and views will be sought through the 

consultation regarding the detail of these arrangements. 

• Assessments already completed will be taken into account when awarding a result. 

• Internal assessment is expected to continue, and to take place remotely, wherever possible, 

with awarding organisations adapting such assessments to mitigate the impacts of disruption 

on teaching, learning and assessment that has occurred already or may. 

• External, written exams for qualifications scheduled for February and March will ‘not go ahead’ 

(unless they are ‘used to signal occupational competence, or linked to occupational regulation, 

such as licence to practise qualifications’, which does not apply to any of our students).   

• Assessments for Functional Skills qualifications planned to take place in February and March 

can take place online and where students are ready to take them. 
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As a result of these proposed arrangements, it should be noted, and as emphasised by the Chief Regulator 

for Ofqual, ‘overall outcomes this year will likely look different from 2020 and previous years’.  Post-16 and 

higher education sectors will be cognisant of this fact to secure orderly progression to the next stage of 

students’ education. 

We will of course keep you fully and promptly informed as and when we are provided with more detail and, 

indeed, as and when we are able to respond to such.  In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact 

us should you require any further information.   

As ever, keep safe, and keep looking after yourself and each other. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Derrick Brett (Principal). 
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