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I hope that everyone has settled back into school
well.

Sponsored Walk
Congratulations once again to everyone involved in the sponsored
walk.  It was a great success and I was very impressed with the
attitude and commitment of all students who took part in the walk.
Everyone entered into the spirit of the event and it was lovely to
see how well students interacted with each other in their tutor

groups and how this has helped our new students to settle in.

Whilst the walk serves many purposes, it is important that we recognise this is a
fund raising activity and I would ask for your support in helping your son/daughter
to collect the sponsorship money and return this to College as soon as possible.
Preferably via Squid, the secure online payment system.  Whilst we will be able
to accept cheques we will not, I am afraid be able to accept cash. Students have
chosen to support the following charities, Veterans with Dogs, Force Cancer
Charity, Save the Children, World Wide Fund for Nature and the PTFA to fund
school play equipment.

Year 11 Information Evening
Thank you to all parents of Year 11 students who attended the Information
Evening last week.  This is a very important year for our Year 11 students and we
want to ensure that our youngsters are supported as fully as possible both at
home and in school.

Year 7 Football and Netball – Devon Schools Competition
We have two teams participating in the forthcoming Devon Schools Football and
Netball Competition.  This inaugural event is being hosted by Ashbury Hotel and
we wish our Year 7 students completing in these events every success.



The Dartmoor Federation Equalities Working Party

The Dartmoor Federation is committed to equal opportunities for
pupils and staff. In order to bring about improvement in how the
Federation addresses inequalities and to set objectives, the
Federation would like to set up an Equalities Working Party. This
group could include pupils, parents, staff, the special educational needs coordinator, a member
of the Senior Leadership Team and people from the local community who support groups with
protected characteristics. (Protected characteristics are the grounds upon which discrimination is
unlawful. This includes age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership,
pregnancy and maternity, race, religion and sexual orientation.)

If you are interested in taking part please contact Mrs Tremain at Okehampton College
gtremain@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk stating briefly why you would like to be involved.
Please could you send any expression of interest by 4.00pm on Friday 25 September 2015.

Polite Reminder
Parental/Carer Contributions towards Design & Technology Practical Work

Further to our recent letter, we respectfully remind all parents/carers to make their
annual voluntary contribution towards the cost of materials in accordance with the list
below.

Year Group Contribution per Year (2015/2016)
Year 7   £10.00
Year 8   £10.00
Year 9   £10.00
Year 10  £10.00
Year 11  £10.00
Year 12  £15.00

We would like to receive your contribution, in September, via SQUID, the College’s
secure and easy to use online payment system.

Your contribution will help cover the cost of materials used to make your child’s
projects for the whole academic year in Electronics, Resistant Materials, Textiles and
Food Technology.  Once your contribution has been received, your child will be able
to take their project work home.

We hope you are able to help support the faculty with this matter.



A new way to record, track and monitor homework at Okehampton College

We are excited to be launching Show My Homework, an online tool to help you keep
track of your child's homework.  Show My Homework will allow you to see the details
of the tasks your child has been set.

✓ 24/7 access
✓ View quality and quantity of homework
✓ FREE Apps available for iPhone, iPad, iPod Touch, and Android devices
✓ Receive automated notifications before homework is due

We will be launching Show My Homework in early September and we hope that this
service will provide parents with a deeper insight into the homework your child
receives. More importantly, we hope that it will improve your child’s organisation,
time management, and help them to keep on top of their workload.

Show My Homework have also created two simple instructional videos for parents &
students for you to utilise:

   Student Tutorial - http://youtu.be/ol8eLCj4XtQ
   Parent Tutorial - http://youtu.be/EIFZqgxYB0g

If you or your child has any questions about the service, please do not hesitate to get
in touch with the team at Show My Homework, who are always happy to help. Just
email help@showmyhomework.co.uk or call 0207 197 9550.

If you would like to get in touch with the school or provide feedback, please contact
Mrs Nichola Offer via email – noffer@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk

Thank you once again for your support,

Yours Sincerely,

Mr Derrick Brett                                                               Mrs Nichola Offer
Head of Secondary Education      Assistant Principal

New for 2015/16



‘Triple A’ Challenge Programme
Aspiration, Achievement, Ability

Welcome to the ‘Triple A Challenge Programme’ at Okehampton College!

The Triple A Challenge Programme is a
Dartmoor Federation Award scheme
designed to inspire young people, like you,
to aspire, achieve and celebrate your ability,
throughout your school career.

The Triple A programme comprises of a
series of challenges which aim to stretch,
challenge, engage and motivate you in a
wide range of skills and subjects.  There is
no limit to the number of challenges you can
achieve.

The challenges can be completed in any
order and once completed earns you a coloured pin badge to wear on your
College jumper.

Most importantly, the challenges encourage you to learn new skills, aspire to
go beyond your comfort zone, seek high levels of achievement, make
positive contributions to society and better yourselves academically,
socially and emotionally.

The series of challenges can be found in tutor folders and on posters around the
school, along with information on what has to be produced and which teacher to
find in order to get a challenge signed off for completion.  You simply take a
‘Challenge Completion Card’ (also in your tutor folder) to the designated member
of staff and once enough challenges have been completed, you will be awarded
with your pin badge and certificate.

Don’t limit your challenges, challenge your limits.

Good luck!



Challenge What students have to
produce

Lead teacher for signing off
achievement

Complete two reading
passports

Reading passports Miss Sum/ Ms Griffiths

Learn to spell the top 50 most
challenging words

Spelling test carried out in
school

Mrs Sizmur

Visit at least one University Visitor’s report and diary Mr Brett
Be part of a team or group over
a one year period or more

Signature from team/group
leader

Mrs Offer

Enter a National Art
competition

Art work for entry  Miss Le Couilliard

Learn an instrument to Grade
Six  (with Grade Five Theory)

Certificate Mrs Berry

Raise £500 for charity
independently

Proof of collected sums of
money

Mrs Offer

Attend a
Trust  Course

Attendance certificate Mr Henderson

Achieve a high level of
performance in Art, Drama,
Music or Sport

Recommendation from subject
specific staff, coach, teacher or
leader.  Competition winner or
county representation.

Mr Sweeney

Complete Ten Tors and/or a
Duke of Edinburgh Award

Ten Tors Certificate and/or D
of E certificate

Mr Speyer/Mr Bailey

Complete Maths Challenge to
silver or gold level

Maths Challenge Certificate Mrs Carter

Make a positive contribution to
the environment or impact on
sustainability

Report on action made and
evidence of impact

Mr Webber

Win a Design and Technology
competition (including the
British Nutrition Foundation
Healthy week entry)

Competition certificate Mr Henderson

Complete the Language
Leaders course and/or Enter
the "Routes into Languages"
competition

Competition certificate Miss Welsh

Compete in the Rotary Club’s
‘Youth Speaks’ competition

Qualify through the first round
in the competition

Dr Fear

Taking a lead in three Debating
club sessions

Successful leadership in three
sessions

Dr Fear

Complete a Science Olympiad Certificate Miss Dean
Complete an ecological
sampling survey and monitor
their populations over time

Sampling survey Mr Every

The Royal Society Science
Challenge

Scientific report Mrs Fernandez

Take a lead role in an
enterprise challenge and raise
£50 profit

Evidence of sums raised Mr Coton

20 “Triple A” Challenges



I would like to take this opportunity to introduce
myself to those who do not yet know me.   I am the
new Head of Year 11, Ms Robin Neave. I will be
operating in a similar capacity to the other Student
Progress Leaders but, obviously, am solely
concerned with Year 11 students and supporting
them during this difficult and challenging year.

I recently led a Parents' Information Evening and the
PowerPoint which supported it with key dates and other information
can now be accessed via the Parents section on the school's website.
Any other information that I have that is applicable and of interest, I will
also post on there, so it is always worth checking it occasionally.

As always, if you have any questions or queries regarding Year 11
please do not hesitate to contact me.

The Year 7 PE Hoodies, Art Books and Lockers should now be
available to pay through Squid, our online payment scheme.

Thank you for your patience!

YR 7 News..

The PTFA AGM will be held on 24th September in the Octagon at 7pm.

This is a fantastic opportunity to become involved with the committee and
support the College and our pupils.   See You There!

PTFA News..



Click Here for a link to all
Okehampton College

Newsletters

Child Protection
Child Protection and Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.  Please contact a Child
Protection Officer if you have any concerns about a young person’s safety or well-being.

The Child Protection Officers for Okehampton College are:

Mrs Charlie Edwards (Child Protection Lead),
Mrs Nicola Stoneman,
Mr Sean Freeman (Reserve Mrs Kelly Hoggins)
and can be contacted directly on 01837 650914 or on the main College Switchboard;
01837 650910

http://e=learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?Dd=191948
http://e-learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?d=191948


Jolly Paris was a real adventure!  After a long Monday travelling to the hotel, on Tuesday
we set off for Disneyland where Mickey and friends were waiting to keep us entertained
with parades, roller coasters and fireworks.  With a late night return to the hotel we were
in no mood to be rudely awoken at 4am by the fire alarm!  It seems that smoke had been
seen from a section of the building.

We were escorted to a local primary school to recover, eat and rest while we made plans
for the rest of the day, before being allowed back into the hotel to pack up and rescue our
belongings. As Epictetus said, “it is not what happens to you, but how you react to it that
matters” and our students showed true character by bouncing back in difficult
circumstances.
First, they voted to relocate to another (better!) hotel and, after an emergency McDonalds
breakfast and a shower, they felt able to resume our adventures without any more rest.
 We therefore headed into Paris for a boat trip on the Seine, dinner and an ascent of the
Arc de Triumphe for a busy end to a long day.

Eventually the two hours sleep began to show and we headed home to ready ourselves for
the following day - off to Parc Asterix for the French (and better!) equivalent of Disneyland.
 A smaller park with shorter queues, better roller coasters and plenty of them.  It was great
to see how well the students had bounced back and how much fun they had on the thrill
rides and playing in the water.   By the time we got home we had fully recovered and
unanimously agreed it was the best trip ever.

.





What should your UK Youth Parliament Campaign on?

ukyouthparliament.org.uk/makeithappen



Month Date Event
Autumn  Term 2015

October 2015
Mon 26th Oct -

Fri 30th Oct
Half Term

November 2015
Mon 2nd Nov All Pupils Return

Fri 27th Nov Non-Pupil Day

December 2015
Fri 18th Dec Last Day of Term

Mon 21st Dec -  Fri 1st Jan
2016

Christmas Break

Spring Term 2016
January 2016 Mon 4th Jan All Pupils Return

February 2016
Mon 15th Feb -   Fri 19th Feb Half Term

Mon 22nd Feb All Pupils Return

March 2016
Thurs 24th Mar Last Day of Term

Mon 28th Mar -  Fri 8th April Easter Break

Summer Term 2016
April 2016 Mon 11th Apr All Pupils Return

May 2016
Mon 2nd May May Day Bank Holiday

Mon 30th May -  Fri 3rd June Half Term

June 2016 Mon 6th June All Pupils Return

July 2016
Weds 20th July Last Day of Term

Thurs 21st July Non-Pupil Day

Fri 22nd July Non-Pupil Day

Important Information for Parents/Carers:
Please be aware of new safeguarding guidance, ‘Keeping Children
Safe’
Paragraph 117 - Parents/Carers using Facebook,Twitter and other social media to make derogatory
remarks about staff is not acceptable under the prohibition on reporting and publishing allegations
about teachers in section 141F of the Education Act 2002.  Schools across the country are reporting
issues relating to the misuse of social media sites.  If any such abuse of these sites regarding
Okehampton College takes place, appropriate action will be taken.

Dates for your diary & forthcoming events
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