
Philosophy & Ethics

A LEVEL GCE Religious Studies



What is philosophy?



Epistemology

Ethics

Philosophy of Art

Philosophy of Religion

Political Philosophy

Logic
Philosophy of Science

Metaphysics

Philosophy of Mind

Philosophy of History

Recipes

Sudoku



• The posing of questions + offering answers to them 
supported by arguments.

• Arguments about what is true.

• A kind of literature (non-fiction).

• Philosophers respond to philosophers who went before, 
explaining and correcting their mistakes.

Note: There is no definition of philosophy that is accepted by all 
philosophers
(so they disagree about the definition of the very thing they spend their 
lives doing!)

What is philosophy?





Philosophy of Religion

Ancient philosophy

Soul, mind and body

The existence of God

Religious experience

The Problem of Evil

The attributes of God

Religious language

Religious thought in the 
twentieth century

Religious Ethics

Natural law

Situation ethics

Kantian ethics

Utilitarianism

Euthanasia

Business ethics

Meta-ethical theories

Conscience

Sexual ethics

Developments in Religious Thought:

Buddhism

The Buddha

Refuge

Samsara

3 marks of existence

4 noble truths

Meditation

Mahayana

Madhyamaka & Prajnaparamita

Buddhism in the East & West

Activism

Buddhism and gender



What is the relationship between 
my mind and my body?

Is there anything that is so 
certain that I cannot doubt it?



René Descartes and substance dualism
LOs

1. To understand Descartes’ proposal of 
material and spiritual substances as a 
solution to the mind-body problem

2. To be ready to discuss Descartes’ 
solution critically.

René Descartes (1596–1650)
‘the father of modern philosophy’





Meditation VI

• Mind and body separate.
o One has extension, and cannot think. The other thinks but has no 

extension.

• A person is composed of body and mind.

• Mind – the thing that thinks – is indivisible.
Mental faculties (willing, sensing, understanding) cannot be called its 
parts, because it is always the mind that does it. We can imagine being 
conscious without one of these faculties.

• Body is divisible.
o You can amputate a person’s limbs, but take nothing from the mind.





Philosophy summer

Read Plato’s dialogue, Meno, and write a review:

1. explain what the conversation between
Socrates and Meno is about;

2. give your interpretation of the big point Plato
is trying to make; and

3. give your view of whether Plato adequately
proves his point.

Should take 2–3 hours


