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Press release

Okehampton College chosen to help train the next generation of teachers

Okehampton College has been selected to become a National Teaching School.

Teaching Schools take a leading role in recruiting and training new entrants to the profession, identifying
leadership potential and providing support for other schools, not least by exemplifying excellent standards of
teaching.

Okehampton College is one of 52 schools in England to be granted teaching school status in the latest round.

Introduced in 2011, Teaching Schools are all rated as “outstanding". They work with partner schools in an
alliance to ensure high quality school-led initial teacher training and professional development opportunities for
teachers at all stages of their career.

They raise standards through supporting other schools, engage in research and development, and ensure that
the most talented school leaders are spotted and supported to become successful headteachers.

Okehampton College said: “We are delighted to be awarded this recognition.  It evidences all the successes
Okehampton College has enjoyed over a number of years.  We are looking forward to developing our role as a
Teaching School and supporting other schools within Devon.”

The National College for Teaching and Leadership (NCTL) has responsibility, in partnership with headteachers
from the Teaching Schools Council, for the designation and quality of the teaching schools programme.

Charlie Taylor, the Chief Executive of NCTL, said: “….should be very proud of this achievement. The school has
been recognised as a centre of excellence in its area, with an outstanding performance and a track record of
raising standards through supporting other schools”.

“There are now almost 700 Teaching Schools around the country. They are at the heart of an increasingly
school-led system, leading the way in improving the quality of our teachers and helping the schools in their
partnership to become even better. Like Teaching Hospitals, they have become centres of excellence across
the country, conducting research and training teachers”.

The successful schools will be invited to attend a national Teaching School induction event in October.

The Teaching Schools Council, made up of teaching school headteachers, represents all teaching schools. For
more information about the programme visit: www.gov.uk/nctl or www.tscouncil.org.uk

I �rus� y�� �l� h��e �n �nj�y�b�� h�lf ��rm ��e�� �n� �e lo�k f��w�r� to �e�ing �l� �u�
s�u��nts �e�u�n �n M�nd�� 2nd N������� 2015.
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Freya Jones entered the South West Schools' One Day Event organised by Blundell's
School and held at Bicton Arena, on 27�� September. She did amazingly well to achieve
the best dressage in her section (23.3) and went on to jump double clear in the show
jumping and cross country to be placed first in her section. She had the best score in
her class (70cm) which included 41 entrants. Well done Freya!

Riding success for pupil!

Well done to the Girls under 16 Hockey team!
Well done to the U16 Girls Hockey Team who played with determination and
commitment at the U16s National Schools Hockey Tournament at Exeter School on
Tuesday 6th October.  They did not qualify but they did Okehampton College proud!

Appeal for Parent info updates…
Please can all Parents/Carers ensure that the contact details we have on our system are correct and
up to date.  Please note that we will not release a student into the care of an adult who is not
named on your list of contacts unless by prior arrangement with the College, and we would need to
confirm the arrangement with the parent/carer if no alternatives are in place.  If you would like to
check or update the details we hold or make alternative arrangements please contact the College
via the main College number (01837 650910)



Familiar

Unfamiliar

Familiarly
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Familiarity

Familiarization

'P�e�r� B� He�rt', a competition which requires students to learn and recite 2
poems, is back in action this term with Mrs Sizmur and Mrs Rowe. The competition
was a great success last year, with Gaby Cook coming 3rd in the South West round at
the Exeter Phoenix.

We are hoping to continue the success this year with competitors from Years 10 and
above. It's not too late to join if you fancy giving it a go. Come along to 618, Friday
lunchtimes, to see what it is all about! Watch this space for more information
regarding the time and place for the school competition.

G�o� �u�k to �l� t��ing p�rt!

Using the word sign
as the root word, how

many words can you come
up with?

The words will be
related – like a family of

words.

Who can find the most
AND spell them
correctly?

Answers at the end of  the Newsletter

Some activities you can do as a family to help your children’s literacy skills.

This edition’s focus is spelling strategies.  There are several different ways you can help
your children to spell tricky words.  We’ll focus on different strategies over the next few
months.

Love Literacy



Police Community Support Officers from Okehampton Neighbourhood Policing Team will be
visiting the College on several occasions during November and December to hold a mobile phone
marking drop in sessions during lunch time. Students can bring their phones to school on that day
and, if they wish, have it UV security marked by the team. They will be given information about a
website which phones can be registered on to increase the chances of it being returned to them if
they are lost or stolen. This website is www.immobilise.com. The property marking stall will be
located in a room in the reception area under the stairs. For children who attend Okehampton
Primary School, they will also have the chance of having their mobile phones marked on
Wednesday 21 �� October, during lunchtime at Okehampton Primary.

The dates for the sessions are;

Year 7 – Wednesday 4 �� November 2015        1.20pm-2pm
Year 8 – Wednesday 11 �� November 2015     1.20pm-2pm
Year 9 – Wednesday 18 �� November 2015     1.20pm-2pm
Year 10 – Wednesday 25 �� November 2015   1.20pm-2pm
Year 11 – Wednesday 2 ⁿ� December 2015     1.20pm-2pm
Sixth form – Wednesday 9 �� December 2015   1.20pm-2pm

Students do not need to book as they are drop in sessions. If they have any other items they wish
to discuss with the team, they can either speak to an Officer during those times or call 101 or
email them via the Devon and Cornwall Police website.

Mobile phone marking session

On Thursday 22nd of October the Year 10 students kicked off their New Literature
GCSE with a trip to the theatre. A coach load of our students, accompanied by their
teachers, made the trip down to see William Golding's novel brought to the stage
in Truro.  So, what's it all about?

'Following a plane crash on an uninhabited island, the story
follows the actions of a group of adolescent schoolboys as
they battle against the elements for survival and supremacy.
The island becomes a dark and dangerous place, where
dreams turn to nightmares. A stunning tale of bullying, power,
identity and violence.'

With the new GCSE  courses starting this year, lots of exciting
opportunities and challenges are waiting in the wings and this
is just the first to take centre stage.

Lord of the Flies



Former College student Chris Pyle has just been named top student at Harper Adams University
in Shropshire.   Chris was one of only four people to achieve a first in the BEng Agricultural
Engineering.  Having passed through Exbourne Primary and Shebbear College’s junior school
Chris left Okehampton College with three A’s at A level and was persuaded by his product design
teacher to go to university.  Chris said “Looking back four or five years from now I would never
have imagined getting a degree, let alone achieving what I have……during my degree I began to
appreciate more and more the technology department at Okehampton College.  There were a lot
of things that I had learned from having done systems and control, resistant materials and product
design that came in useful at university.  These subjects gave me a great advantage throughout
my degree.”  At the end of his second year at university Chris was awarded a scholarship to JCB
for his placement year.  He was one of only 25 people to receive the scholarship out of 500
applicants. The scholarship included a bursary for his second and fourth year university fees,
employment for his placement year and a potential job offer at the end of his degree. Chris has
now accepted a global position with JCB as an agricultural product engineer.

Success for ex pupil!

Mr Sproats and Mrs Little recently took a group of
Post-16 and Year 11 students to a conference for
people interested in becoming teachers. This event
took place at Buckfast Abbey and involved keynote
speakers, advice and information from universities
and workshops where students could talk to
current teachers about their experiences.

The students found it to be a thought provoking
and interesting conference and hopefully it will
encourage many of them to pursue a career in
teaching over the next few years. Ryan Gunning, a
Year 12 student commented “I enjoyed the
conference and the message that I brought away
with me is that teaching is a career where you have
to work really hard but which can be extremely rewarding and fun.”

Future Teacher Conference



HOLOCAUST
SURVIVOR
TESTIMONY
WHEN:

Wednesday 4th

November
6:00pm-8:00pm

WHERE:
Okehampton College

Octagon theatre
(Direction signs will be displayed)

WHO WITH:
Zigi Shipper

AGES 12+
(UNLESS ACCOMPANIED BY

AN ADULT)

TICKETS
AVAILABLE

NOW
£5.00 per person.

All proceedings will
go towards two

charities:

The Holocaust
Educational Trust

And

Veterans With Dogs

OTHER
INFORMATION:

- There will be a
question and

answers, of which you
can ask appropriate
questions towards

Zigi and his testimony
account.

-Refreshments will be
served during the

interval.

Contact Okehampton College at:
01837 650910

to book tickets.



If you enjoy reading magazines why not use your Devon Library Card to
access a variety of magazines for free on your laptop, PC or Tablet?

Read your favourite magazines for free!
Members of Devon Libraries are now able to choose from more than 30 popular

e-magazine titles including Grazia, New Scientist, Hello!, Auto Express, BBC
Gardeners’ World  and many more.  You can download and keep magazines on a
smartphone, tablet or Kindle Fire using the Zinio for Libraries app or read them
using a PC either at home or in your local library.  There is no limit to the number
of magazines that can be checked out at any one time or how long they can be

kept.  For more information follow this link:
https://www.rbdigital.com/devon/service/zinio/landing?

This is really easy to do!  You just create a new account using the number
on your Devon Library card.  Your account is then set up for future use.
There are some fab titles for students and adults alike.  Take a look and

introduce this to your children as well.  It may be just the thing they need to
get them reading something.

Below is the complete list of current magazines Devon Library
Service have to offer:

Amateur Photographer- Artists and Illustrators -Auto Express
Good Food Magazine -BBC History - BBC Music
BBC Wildlife - Computer Active - Cosmopolitan

Cycling Plus - Esquire - Gardeners World
Good Housekeeping - Grazia - Health and Fitness

Hello - Ideal Home - Knit Today - Mojo
National Geographic - New Scientist - Practical Boat Owner

RasPi - Total Film - TV Times – Wallpaper - Web user
Weightwatchers - What HiFi - World Soccer Your Family Tree

Okehampton College LRC/Library News



A new way to record, track and monitor homework at Okehampton College

We are excited about having launched Show My Homework, an online tool to help
you keep track of your child's homework.  Show My Homework allows you to see the
details of the tasks your child has been set.

✓ 24/7 access
✓ View quality and quantity of homework
✓ FREE Apps available for iPhone, iPad, iPod Touch, and Android devices
✓ Receive automated notifications before homework is due

We launched Show My Homework in early September.  This service provides
parents with a deeper insight into the homework your child receives. More
importantly, it will improve your child’s organisation, time management, and help
them to keep on top of their workload.

Show My Homework have created two simple instructional videos for parents &
students for you to utilise:

   Student Tutorial - http://youtu.be/ol8eLCj4XtQ
   Parent Tutorial - http://youtu.be/EIFZqgxYB0g

If you or your child has any questions about the service, please do not hesitate to get
in touch with the team at Show My Homework, who are always happy to help. Just
email help@showmyhomework.co.uk or call 0207 197 9550.

If you would like to get in touch with the school or provide feedback, please contact
Mrs Nichola Offer via email – noffer@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk

Thank you once again for your support.

Yours Sincerely

Mr Derrick Brett                                                               Mrs Nichola Offer
Head of Secondary Education  Assistant Principal

New for 2015/16



Click Here for a link to all
Okehampton College

Newsletters

Child Protection Update!
While Mrs Charlie Edwards is on maternity leave the College Child Protection Officers will
be:

Mrs Nick Stoneman (Full time Child Protection Officer)- 01837 650914
Mr Sean Freeman - 01837 650910
Mrs Kelly Hoggins - 01837 650910

Child Protection and Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.  Please contact a Child
Protection Officer if you have any concerns about a young person’s safety or well-being.

Attendance:
A minimum of 180 points needed

The College target is 95% so this is a
realistic goal for all Year 11 students.

 Any holiday taken count against
attendance.

Progress:
A minimum of 180 points needed

A mean score of 180 points for all
subjects.

•Above target = 300

•On target = 200

Below target = 140

Approach to Learning:

A mean score of 120 points for all
subjects.

• mean score of 2 = 80

•mean score of 3 = 120

•mean score of 4 = 160

A minimum of 120 points needed

Final Total:
a minimum of  500 points needed.

Any points lost will be deducted from your total score.

Year 11 Graduation:  Qualifying Criteria

We want you all to succeed -

Be ontarget formostsubjects

Entry to2 Examsor more
attendance

or better
95%

Approachto learningmean scoreof 3 or
above

http://e=learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?Dd=191948
http://e-learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?d=191948


‘Triple A’ Challenge Programme
Aspiration, Achievement, Ability

Welcome to the ‘Triple A Challenge Programme’ at Okehampton College!

The Triple A Challenge Programme is a
Dartmoor Federation Award scheme
designed to inspire young people, like you,
to aspire, achieve and celebrate your
ability, throughout your school career.

The Triple A programme comprises of a
series of challenges which aim to stretch,
challenge, engage and motivate you in a
wide range of skills and subjects.  There is
no limit to the number of challenges you
can achieve.

The challenges can be completed in any order and once completed earns you a
coloured pin badge to wear on your College jumper.

Most importantly, the challenges encourage you to learn new skills, aspire to
go beyond your comfort zone, seek high levels of achievement, make
positive contributions to society and better yourselves academically,
socially and emotionally.

The series of challenges can be found in tutor folders and on posters around the
school, along with information on what has to be produced and which teacher to
find in order to get a challenge signed off for completion.  You simply take a
‘Challenge Completion Card’ (also in your tutor folder) to the designated member
of staff and once enough challenges have been completed, you will be awarded
with your pin badge and certificate.

Don’t limit your challenges, challenge your limits.

Good luck!



Challenge What students have to
produce

Lead teacher for signing off
achievement

Complete two reading
passports

Reading passports Miss Sum/ Ms Griffiths

Learn to spell the top 50 most
challenging words

Spelling test carried out in
school

Mrs Sizmur

Visit at least one University Visitor’s report and diary Mr Brett
Be part of a team or group over
a one year period or more

Signature from team/group
leader

Mrs Offer

Enter a National Art
competition

Art work for entry  Miss Le Couilliard

Learn an instrument to Grade
Six  (with Grade Five Theory)

Certificate Mrs Berry

Raise £500 for charity
independently

Proof of collected sums of
money

Mrs Offer

Attend a
Trust  Course

Attendance certificate Mr Henderson

Achieve a high level of
performance in Art, Drama,
Music or Sport

Recommendation from subject
specific staff, coach, teacher or
leader.  Competition winner or
county representation.

Mr Sweeney

Complete Ten Tors and/or a
Duke of Edinburgh Award

Ten Tors Certificate and/or D
of E certificate

Mr Speyer/Mr Bailey

Complete Maths Challenge to
silver or gold level

Maths Challenge Certificate Mrs Carter

Make a positive contribution to
the environment or impact on
sustainability

Report on action made and
evidence of impact

Mr Webber

Win a Design and Technology
competition (including the
British Nutrition Foundation
Healthy week entry)

Competition certificate Mr Henderson

Complete the Language
Leaders course and/or Enter
the "Routes into Languages"
competition

Competition certificate Miss Welsh

Compete in the Rotary Club’s
‘Youth Speaks’ competition

Qualify through the first round
in the competition

Dr Fear

Taking a lead in three Debating
club sessions

Successful leadership in three
sessions

Dr Fear

Complete a Science Olympiad Certificate Miss Dean
Complete an ecological
sampling survey and monitor
their populations over time

Sampling survey Mr Every

The Royal Society Science
Challenge

Scientific report Mrs Fernandez

Take a lead role in an
enterprise challenge and raise
£50 profit

Evidence of sums raised Mr Coton

20 “Triple A” Challenges



This year's Young Writer Competition, run by the Rotary Club is being launched at Okehampton.
You need to be aged between 11 and 17 to enter.
The title is 'Our World is Beautiful' and you should write a side of A4 or up to 500 words.
The deadline is January 8th 2016 (Friday after the Christmas holidays) to hand your piece to Mrs
Davis Room 612.  The winners will all receive a small prize and their entries will go forward for
selection for the regional and nationwide finalists in May 2016.  Last year one of the national
finalists was from Hatherleigh so get scribbling, it could be you!!!
Remember, a good time to work on your piece is during the Creative Writing Club, held on a
Wednesday Lunchtime with Miss Hayward in Room 608.



The Robogals Challenge is a nationwide competition for girls in Years 7 - 9. It aims to
encourage girls to learn a bit more about science and engineering by conducting
projects or experiments and complete a series of challenges. The final Major Challenge
is when participants can create their own experiment and produce a video to show
their findings. Entries to the competition are submitted online in the form of videos,
photos and writing in three age categories. The competition will span across five
months, culminating in an awards ceremony.

If you are interested come along to 401 every Tuesday lunchtime and develop your
science and engineering skills with Miss Dean and Mrs Neill.

Robogals Club

Science News

What? When? Where?

Biology
Monday lunchtimes 401

Thursday after school 415

Chemistry
Wednesday lunchtime 417

Friday lunchtime 416

Physics
Thursday lunchtime 410

Thursday after school 401

Science Thursday after school 401

Science revision and help sessions

All students in KS4 & KS5 welcome!



Just keeping you updated with what is happening in the Year group.
On the recent Extended Learning Day, we focused on ‘Next Steps’ and they had
assemblies on Careers support that they could expect from us and our own Sixth
Form (PowerPoints are on the website under Parents – Year 11). During the next few
months all students who have requested one will have a one hour 1:1 careers
interview.
The first round of data has now gone home and we have started our Assertive
Mentoring programme. All students who have been assigned a mentor should now
have met with them to discuss the individual student’s progress and to help them by
setting them short-term achievable targets. If your child is not being mentored and you

would like them to be then please contact the College to request this.
Next term will be the first round of Mock exams to prepare the students for the real thing. Students are
already starting to focus on these and are, quite naturally, worried. We are very aware of this and are taking
steps to minimise the stress that is a natural side-product of all the pressures that they are under. We will be
running sessions on relaxation techniques both in and out of tutor time. We have booked an outside
company to come into the school to focus on revision skills (January 2016) and will be giving practical advice
ourselves on how to revise, organising a revision timetable etc.
We have also finalised the criteria for Graduation, the students have received a flyer with the details and I
presented this in assembly. Graduation remains linked to Progress, Approach to Learning, Behaviour and
Attendance. However, the major change is that we have de-coupled the Graduation from the Ball which has
now become a Leavers’ Ball. However, this does not mean that everyone will attend – if your child’s
behaviour throughout the year is a concern then they will not be invited. Letters indicating that this is a
possibility will be sent out with the next round of data which will give them the chance to turn their behaviour
around. Details regarding the Graduation process are again in the Year 11 Parents section of the website.
Finally, although the overall standard of uniform is high, there are some notable exceptions. Could I ask that
you encourage your child to wear the correct school uniform so that they can set an example to the rest of
the school and look like the senior year that they are.
As always, any questions or queries that you may have, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with either
myself or your child’s tutor. R��in Ne��e.   YR�1 Hea�.

 design, signature, signatory, signal, significance, signify, signpost (they all have something
to do with giving information or important information)

Love Literacy answers:

Polite Reminder

Parental/Carer Contributions towards Design & Technology Practical Work
We respectfully remind all parents/carers to make their annual voluntary contribution towards the cost
of materials in accordance with the list below.

Year Group Contribution per Year (2015/2016)
Year 7   £10.00
Year 8   £10.00
Year 9   £10.00
Year 10  £10.00
Year 11  £10.00
Year 12  £15.00

We would like to receive your contribution via SQUID, the College’s secure and easy to use online
payment system.

Your contribution will help cover the cost of materials used to make your child’s projects for the whole
academic year in Electronics, Resistant Materials, Textiles and Food Technology.  Once your
contribution has been received, your child will be able to take their project work home.

We hope you are able to help support the faculty with this matter.



Print WorkshopNews from our

The College’s paper suppliers, Premier Paper Group, allows us to capture the
CO 2 emissions from our paper purchases by planting native woodland here in
the UK through the Woodland Trust and the Woodland Carbon Scheme.



Month Date Event
Autumn  Term 2015

October 2015
Mon 26th Oct -

Fri 30th Oct
Half Term

November 2015
Mon 2nd Nov All Pupils Return

Fri 27th Nov Non-Pupil Day

December 2015
Fri 18th Dec Last Day of Term

Mon 21st Dec -  Fri 1st Jan
2016 Christmas Break

Spring Term 2016
January 2016 Mon 4th Jan All Pupils Return

February 2016
Mon 15th Feb -   Fri 19th Feb Half Term

Mon 22nd Feb All Pupils Return

March 2016
Thurs 24th Mar Last Day of Term

Mon 28th Mar -  Fri 8th April Easter Break

Summer Term 2016
April 2016 Mon 11th Apr All Pupils Return

May 2016
Mon 2nd May May Day Bank Holiday

Mon 30th May -  Fri 3rd June Half Term

June 2016 Mon 6th June All Pupils Return

July 2016

Weds 20th July Last Day of Term

Thurs 21st July Non-Pupil Day
Fri 22nd July Non-Pupil Day

Important Information for Parents/Carers:
Please be aware of new safeguarding guidance, ‘Keeping Children
Safe’
Paragraph 117 - Parents/Carers using Facebook,Twitter and other social media to make derogatory
remarks about staff is not acceptable under the prohibition on reporting and publishing allegations
about teachers in section 141F of the Education Act 2002.  Schools across the country are reporting
issues relating to the misuse of social media sites.  If any such abuse of these sites regarding
Okehampton College takes place, appropriate action will be taken.

Dates for your diary & forthcoming events


