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Welcome back after the Half Term break, we hope all the students had a good break
and enjoyed the lovely weather.  We are now well and truly into the flow of this term and
looking forward to all the activities which take place leading up to the Christmas break.

Today we held our Remembrance Ceremony where all the school congregated in the
Sports Hall for 20 minutes to reflect on the events that have led to this occasion.  The
Last Post was played and a 2-minute silence was held in memory of those who
sacrificed their lives in the First World War. On Sunday, the school will be represented
at the Remembrance Sunday Parade in Okehampton by our Head Boy, Munkhbayer

Bayartsengel Elkins and Head Girl, Mollie Rickwood.

Year 11 Exams
Year 11 exams finished yesterday and the students will receive their results in due course.  We put exams
on at this time of the year so that students can develop exam techniques and revision styles before
undertaking mock exams in February.  Parents of Year 11 student’s will have an opportunity to discuss
progress at the next Year 11 Parents’ Evening which will be taking place on the 7th December 2016.  A letter
will be sent home in advance of this evening allowing you to make your appointments online.    This Parents’
Evening is an important aspect of our students’ journey to their GCSE exams and I hope that you will feel
able to take the opportunity to discuss your child’s progress with teachers on this evening.

Curriculum Extension Week 2017
The excitement of  last week was the allocation of Curriculum Extension Week activities.  All forms should
now have been handed in and we are currently working our way through the forms to allocate places.  We
will let you know in due course what trips Year 7, 8 and 9 students are on.

Work Experience Placements
Just before half term, Mrs Luckhurst and Mrs Offer ran a session for Year 10’s on how to apply for Work
Experience placements.  As a parent of a Year 10 student myself, it is becoming apparent that finding
placements can be quite hard work and, therefore, it is essential that Year 10 students begin this process
sooner rather than later.  Should students require any further help with this, Mrs Luckhurst would be very
happy to help.

Finally, after the success of the Ladakh trip in the Summer term, which I am sure you may have read about
in the Okehampton Times, we are pleased to say that there will be an opportunity for students in Years 10,
11 and 12 who intend to stay with us in the Summer of 2018 to take part in a 23-day expedition to Cambodia
and Vietnam led by Mr Vincent.  More information will be available shortly and student assemblies will be
taking place on the 14th, 15th and 16th November.  A Parents’ Meeting for those interested in finding out more
will be held on the 21st November 2016.
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On Tuesday 18th October Year 10 GCSE art
and textiles students were invited to attend a
trip to the RAMM museum in Exeter.

Kurt Jackson was exhibiting at the museum
and this was a great opportunity for them to
see the work of a successful local artist that
rarely exhibits his work.  Along with the work of
Kurt Jackson students also got to experience
the work of Turner.

The students were given tasks to complete in
the museum that will would form part of their
coursework; they hand made little booklets to
record their visit.

We had wonderful comments from the staff at
the Museum about how focused they were in
the exhibition space; all students were
fantastically behaved and were a credit to
Okehampton College.

Year 10
Students visit

On Tuesday the 18th October Year 12 and 13 Art students were lucky enough to listen to a talk by
a successful artist in the creative industry. Simon Russell is an animator and designer who has
created many well-known pieces. Students were able to see how he works and look inside some
of his sketchbooks breaking down the different levels of research to an end product.
It was a great opportunity for them to understand how to be successful in the industry and find out
about courses for further education. Thank you to Simon for using his time to visit and to the sixth
formers for listening so intently. If anyone would like to see his work you will find it at
http://simonfarussell.com/

Year 12 & 13 Art Students meet Simon Russell

http://simonfarussell.com/


At the start of Year 12, fourteen of us were given the
fantastic opportunity to take a short trip to Cambridge
in order to get a taste of university lifestyle.
Over the course of three days we took part in several
workshops and tours in and around the colleges of
Cambridge university. Outside of this we experienced
everyday life similar to that a Cambridge student
would face in Downing College.
We also were able to explore Cambridge through
shopping, visiting other colleges and by trying out
punting.
In Downing College we had several inspiring talks.
We were told about the university itself and how to
maximise ourselves in terms of applying to any
university and through the interview process. We
were provided with many helpful tips which I will
definitely use throughout my A levels and when
looking and applying to universities. We also had a
session about opening our minds to wider ideas
through analysing a poem with a lecturer from the
university.
Furthermore we toured a few contrasting colleges in
different areas of Cambridge, this broadened my idea
of Cambridge as I did not realise the variety they
catered for. We saw a mixture of modern and classic
colleges of which each us had our favourite. We also
saw the amazing facilities available and the working
environment around the colleges.
Through Mrs Offer and Mr Brett taking us on this trip,
it has definitely helped us have extra insight into the
university.  They both are ex students from
Cambridge, their knowledge along with that of the
students attending Cambridge gave us a good view
of the university and the fantastic opportunities it
could bring.
Overall the trip has reassured me that I want to go to
university and experience the education and lifestyle
it offers and visiting Cambridge has given me the
motivation to aim high so I can do so.

Sadie Ash Year 12.

Cambridge trip 2016



The results showed that 7% of Year 9 students considered themselves smokers, and 46% of the
Year knew of someone (family member/friend) who was considering giving up smoking.

As a result of the survey, the following Year 9 students were nominated to be Peer Mentors by a
vote of the 'most influential' students by their peers:

•Emily Baggot    •Sophie Grundon
•Ben Bowles     • Saskia Hendy
•Josh Burgoyn    •Jack Main
•Olivia Burnside    •Holly Pearce
•Charlotte Camies    •Jessie Seaward
•James Close    •Izzy Shannon
•Sam Drew     •Annie Strawbridge
•Maddy Earp     •Megan Tancock
•Samantha Gallagher   •Jo Waddington
•Daniel Wannacott    •Cameron Westcott

They then attended a training session on the 29th February 2016, led by Michael House of the
Health Child Quality Mark. The aim of the training was to:
•Gain factual information regarding smoking; focusing on the consequences of smoking cigarettes.
Students also received training in various aspects of communication skills : How do you talk to
others / bring it up in conversation?
These students were encouraged to have conversations with their peers, family and friends about
what they had learnt and then attend follow up sessions to report any conversations and if they
were positive/negative.

This follow up continued for 6 weeks and many of the students who participated were asked what
they still remember now, in October 2016 - many still recall the following facts:

·   That there are 4000 chemicals in a cigarette
·   Cigarettes contain warfarin...the chemical used in rat poison to help the nicotine get into

your blood quicker
·   The plastics used to make Tesco carrier bags are in cigarettes

In October 2015 we conducted an anonymous  survey into smoking
and health amongst Year 9’s.

We are pleased to announce we were recently awarded the
 Silver Healthy Child Quality Mark!

To achieve this we completed the silver process as per the HCQM programme.
The Healthy Child Quality Mark (HCQM) programme is a Plymouth-based evolution of the
previous National Healthy Schools Award and builds upon the South West Healthy Schools Plus
initiative which was piloted over the period 2009 - 2011. The Healthy Child Quality Mark is a three
tier development tool (Gold, Silver & Bronze), which continues to give schools a framework to
plan, deliver and measure healthier behaviour change but also makes the whole process more
user-friendly to schools.



The second project was to focus on Mindfulness with Year 11 to better equip them with
strategies to cope with stressful situations and boost mental health all round.

We conducted a survey with Year 11 into strategies they currently used to help cope with exam
stress and how well they thought they were coping:

As a result of this survey, we designed a 2 hour mindfulness session to be delivered during
extended Learning day, February 2016, and via Year 11 tutor times on Thoughtful Thursdays.

This included learning what mindfulness is, and what causes panic attacks:

So we practiced breathing techniques to reduce
stress and anxiety; How to meditate in a moment
Including why it helps us; just breathe video and
some basic rules to help us stay mindful:



Notices from
The Canteen



The BBC Microbit is a pocket computer that can be
used to run programs created by students.
It contains movement sensors, a compass, a 5x5
LED display and buttons.  It can also be connected
to other Microbits, to headphones and other
devices.
It’s a great tool to learn to program with.  Year 7’s
will be studying the BBC Microbit programming
languages later in the year. You can find out more
at www.Microbit.org

Although some equipment will be available to
borrow in class, students are welcome to purchase
and bring in their own to use, and then they can
continue the fun at home too!   For less than £15
each from Amazon it would make a great
Christmas present!

The vast majority of students thoroughly enjoy Design & Technology and wish to take their
practical work home once they have made a contribution towards the cost of materials.

As the College now operates a cashless administration system, we would politely remind you to
make payment via your child’s Squid account, as per the schedule below.

                      Year Group Contribution per Year (2016/2017)
    Year 7    £10.00
    Year 8   £10.00
    Year 9   £10.00
    Year 10   £10.00
    Year 11   £10.00
    Year 12   £15.00
KS3 (Years 7,8,9)

Your contribution allows your child to take their practical work home, for the whole academic
year, from all areas of Design and Technology that provide materials for students, e.g. Elec-
tronics, Resistant Materials, Textiles etc.

Please note, Food Technology students are still expected to provide their own ingredients.

KS4 and 5 (Years 10,11,12)

All KS4 and 5 students are asked to make the contribution as shown above to help cover the
costs of materials and sundries.

Please note, Food Technology and Catering students are still expected to provide their own
ingredients.
Level 1 / 2 in Hospitality and Catering students can hire chef’s whites on receipt of a deposit of
£15.00 which is refundable at the end of the course.

http://microbit.org/
http://microbit.org/


Following on from Assemblies with Year 10 and Year 12 students, we would like to share with
parents and carers the key messages which have been shared:

·   WORK EXPERIENCE PLACEMENTS MUST BE ARRANGED BY FRIDAY 6TH JANUARY
2017

·   PLACEMENTS OUT OF COUNTY MUST BE ARRANGED BY FRIDAY 16TH DECEMBER
2016

·   CHECKING FEES FOR OUT OF COUNTY PLACEMENTS MUST BE PAID BY
PARENTS/CARERS

·   STUDENTS WHO HAVE NOT ORGANISED A PLACEMENT MUST COME INTO
COLLEGE FOR TAUGHT LESSONS.

·   NO STUDENT CAN ATTEND A PLACEMENT IF CLEARANCE HAS NOT BE GIVEN

·   WHEN YOU HAVE RECEIVED WRITTEN ACCEPTANCE FROM AN EMPLOYER BY E
MAIL OR LETTER COLLECT A WORK EXPERIENCE PACK FROM MRS MACKENZIE
OR MRS MORRISION IN CURRICULUM SUPPORT.

All students can access a search engine which generates leads and contacts for work
placements, this is particularly useful for students who do not have any clear ideas where they
wish to work.
Use the devon.learnaboutwork.org  website
To log in to the website, enter the following exactly as is shown below:
Name: Okehampton student
PIN:   2345
Work Experience provides many benefits, giving students skills and experience that will allow
them to stand out to potential employers as well as helping individuals to choose the right sector
to work in.
If you have any questions about Work Experience contact Mrs Morrison or Mrs Mackenzie in
curriculum support or book a surgery appointment with Mrs Luckhurst.

Year 10 & Year 12 Students

Work Experience 10-14th July 2017

http://devon.learnaboutwork.org/


Beyond the Classroom
Are you interested in expanding your science knowledge and keeping up to date
with recent scientific developments?
Visit the following website to access a science magazine for free.
https://www.stem.org.uk/catalyst

Catalyst - The science magazine for students aged 14-19 years. Catalyst
has been published for over 20 years with more than 200 articles as PDFs available
on the eLibrary from volume 13 to the most recent issue. Catalyst is published 4
times each academic year: October, December, February and April.

Oxford University Press (OUP) are trialling a new digital adaptive learning system designed to
support students in Science at Key Stage 4. They are looking for parents of children studying
science at KS4 (Year 10 and Year 11) to take part in research being conducted by Shift Learning
Ltd.

If you are interested in taking part, please follow the link below and you will be guided through the
process.

https://goo.gl/forms/hNJ8Zg8OJp44oR1F3

Research Opportunity for YR10 & 11

https://www.stem.org.uk/catalyst
https://www.stem.org.uk/catalyst
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfL6K6pwQYthmJFUrtrB3UBf2bMqXdr2Yqyzqnu3j5LMidqtg/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfL6K6pwQYthmJFUrtrB3UBf2bMqXdr2Yqyzqnu3j5LMidqtg/viewform?c=0&w=1


On Friday 21st October the Science
Faculty  organised a trip to
Dartmoor Zoo for Year 7 and 8
students.
The purpose of the trip was to see a
range of animals and learn about
their care and the Zoo's
conservation efforts and important
role in breeding programmes of
endangered species. The trip
involved a "Close Encounters"
session where we got to meet some
of the smaller (and friendlier!)
creatures from the Zoo, and also a
tour around the Zoo which involved
howling at wolves, hearing chatty
and charismatic otters and playful
tigers.
The weather was fantastic and we
had a fantastic time engaging with
amazing animals from around the
world.
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Breast Cancer Awareness Day
(Friday 21st October 2016)

The day was a great
success and was well

supported by students and
staff who together, raised

an amazing…

£922.51!
(£100 more than last year)

‘WEAR IT PINK’

Thank you for your support ON

Post 16 Students with Mrs Little
Selling cakes on Wear it Pink Day.

We Won!

We are delighted to have been awarded £12,500 by the Fund.

The funding will be used to install efficient LED lighting in the College
sports hall and other areas.

Now in its second year a staggering 78,837 votes were cast by the
general public in the competition. Okehampton College is one of 26
projects nationally to have been awarded a grant.

The College would like to thank the large number of people who voted in
support of our bid. It is much appreciated.



Come and support the PTFA at the  on Thursday
1st December in the Charter Hall in Okehampton.

Your son/daughter has been given a letter about the
event and on the back of the letter there is a chance for
you to win one of our hampers!
Also on the back of the letter is information on other
ways  you could support us.  Please ask to see the letter
(if it has been lost do not hesitate to contact College for
another).

We look forward to seeing you on the evening.

PTFA

At the

A few of the lovely stalls at last year’s College Christmas Fayre.

Courtesy of Mr and Mrs Essex raffle prizes include; Golf for 2 people with
buggy hire  and a Lunch & Spa session for two with a 30 minute treatment.

Friday 13th Jan 2017

Tickets £10 per person if bought before Christmas. £12 after.
Available from Okehampton College or our stall at the Christmas Fayre

(Cheques made payable to Okehampton College PTFA)

at Ashbury Hotel
Courtesy of Mr & Mrs Essex

Hot Buffet, Entertainment from the fabulous Chris James,
 Disco, Use of games rooms (ten pin bowling, pool) etc.



Child Protection
Our Child Protection Officers are:

Mrs Charlie Edwards
Mrs Nick Stoneman
Mr Sean Freeman

If you have any concerns regarding the safety
and wellbeing of any student, please feel free
to contact one of our Child Protection Officers.

During holidays anyone can contact the Multi
Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 0345 55
1071 if they have a concern about a child or
young person.

Child Protection and Safeguarding is every-
one’s responsibility.  Please contact a Child
Protection Officer if you have any concerns
about a young person’s safety or well-being.

Telephone our Direct line number:
01837 650914
Or via college switchboard: 01837 650910

Click Here for a link to all
Okehampton College

Newsletters

http://e=learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?Dd=191948
http://e-learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?d=191948


JOB VACANCIES

The Dartmoor Federation is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and
young people, and expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.    An enhanced DBS
disclosure is required for all posts.

The Dartmoor Federation comprises:

· Boasley Cross Primary School
· Bridestowe Primary School
· Exbourne Church of England Primary School
· Lydford Primary School
· Northlew & Ashbury Parochial Church of England Primary
· Okehampton College

Location:         Boasley Cross Primary School, part of The Dartmoor Federation

Post:  Teaching Assistant (Level 2)
  Required as soon as possible

Job Term:  Temporary, Part-time
Hours:  26.25 hours per week (term time + non pupil days)

Salary:      £8.20 per hour

Closing Date:  Wednesday 23 November 2016

Interviews:    Thursday 9 December 2016

For further details and to request an application pack please email
primaryrecruitment@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk or telephone 01837 650917



Month Date Event

November 2016 Weds 23rd November Year 9 Parents’ Evening

Friday 25th November Non-Pupil Day

December 2016

Wednesday 7th December Year 11 Parents’ Evening

Friday 16th December Last day of term

Mon 19th Dec - Mon 2nd Jan
2017

Christmas Break

Spring Term 2017

January 2017
Tues 3rd January Non Pupil Day

Weds 4th Jan All Pupils Return

February 2017
Thurs Feb 9th Year 8 & Year 12 Parents’

Evening

Mon 13th Feb - Friday 17th Feb Half Term

Mon 20th Feb All Pupils Return

March 2017 Thurs 23rd March
Year 11 & Year 13 Parents’

evening

April 2017
Mon 3rd April  - Mon 17th April Easter Holidays

Tues 18th April All Pupils Return

Dates for your diary & forthcoming events

Important Information for Parents/Carers:
Please be aware of new safeguarding guidance, ‘Keeping Children Safe’
Paragraph 117 - Parents/Carers using Facebook,Twitter and other social media to make derogatory remarks
about staff is not acceptable under the prohibition on reporting and publishing allegations about teachers in
section 141F of the Education Act 2002.  Schools across the country are reporting issues relating to the
misuse of social media sites.  If any such abuse of these sites regarding Okehampton College takes place,
appropriate action will be taken.

The Federation Safeguarding and Child Protection policies can be accessed via the College website
www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk or a paper copy will be made available upon request.
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