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I hope the long weekend, which the students have just enjoyed, has
left them refreshed and ready for the last three weeks of term. While
we look forward to the Christmas break there is still a lot of learning
to do beforehand. Over the next two weeks, Year 11 students are
spending tutor time attending lessons in curriculum areas where

they need support.

We are also entering the season of Year 9 choices. Thank you to all those that
attended the Year 9 parents evening last week.  I hope the conversations that you
had were informative.  Certainly it was very well attended and feedback regarding
the changes we have made has been positive.  Year 9’s will receive the curriculum
booklets in the last week of term. This will give you an opportunity to read them
over the Christmas break before we ask you to attend the Curriculum Evening on
January 12th 2017.

This coming Thursday (1st December) is Okehampton Edwardian Evening.  As usual
the College PTFA will be fundraising in the Charter Hall and there will be
performances by the College Choir, the Big Band and Little Big Band. It is always a
very enjoyable event and raffle tickets for the various hampers will be available.   I
hope you feel able to join us for a mince pie and some mulled wine.

In the final week of term, we will celebrate the successes of many of the students
at the annual Major Awards Evening in the Octagon on Tuesday 13th December.
The Christmas Concert will take place in the sports hall on the evening of Thursday
15th December and the Christmas Assembly for our students will take place on
Friday 16th December.



During October Half Term the Geography Department took 50
Year 11 and Year 13 students on our first fieldtrip to Iceland.
Iceland is a geographer’s dream with tectonics,
spectacular coastlines and high human impact- it didn’t
disappoint!

As soon as we stepped off the plane, we were hit by the chill
Arctic air and the amazing scenery, the lava fields, remnants
of a former volcanic eruption.  Our first stop was to the ‘Bridge
between the Continents’ where the students got to stand between North America
and Europe, where the tectonic plates are splitting apart.

Early the next morning we visited the top tourist destination of Iceland, The Blue
Lagoon, a geothermally heated set of pools with free face masks and steam rooms;
the perfect place for us all to relax and unwind.  For the remainder of the day we
travelled along the south coast towards Vik, visiting two remarkable waterfalls and a
glacier.  We experienced all four seasons in one day with snow, hail, rain and
sunshine.  They have a saying in Iceland that if you don’t like the weather, wait for 5
minutes and it will change!

On the Friday we visited a black sand beach with basaltic columns.  This was
labelled the ‘Oreo’ beach as the snow fell on the black sand.  In the foothills of the
Eyjafjallajökull Volcano we visited the site of a farm that was affected by the 2010
eruption and the students made invaluable notes on one of their case studies.  One
of my highlights of the trip was visiting the earthquake simulator en-route to our next
hotel, a 6.4 on the Richter scale, more powerful than we thought!

On our final full day we completed the Golden Circle, which includes the Geysir
Stokkur, a hotspring that ‘erupts’ every 7-12 minutes, the Gulfoss Waterfall
(possibly the windiest place on earth that day!) and the Thingvellir National Park
(possibly the wettest place on earth that day!).
The students were an asset to the College throughout; hard working, polite and
engaged in their learning at every stop on our trip.  This fieldtrip was such a
success that the second one is already being planned.  If you’re a Year 10 or Year
12 Geography student look out for notices about next year’s trip!

Subject Leader Geography

Iceland Geography
Field Trip 2016



Elsa Frangleton, Year 11

Elsa Frangleton, Year 11

Emily Hansen, Year 11

Alison Balsdon, Year 13

A few photos
From Students
& Leaders



Please support these two great Charities who
work closely with the College

Waitrose Green Tokens Appeal

Growing Our Future is a not-for-profit educational gardening
project based at Okehampton College. We have gardens and
an out-door classroom at the The Ecohut’, which the
secondary school and local primary schools use for lessons,
clubs and activities. Pupils learn about growing, harvesting
and storing vegetables and flowers. Active learning outside
the classroom, and experiencing first-hand the process of
gardening, benefits directly personal, social, health and
well-being development.

All through December Growing Our Future is one
of the Waitrose Community Matters green token
scheme beneficiaries.  Please consider supporting
us and this facility for your children by placing your
tokens in our box.

If you are interested please have a look at our
page www.facebook.com/growingourfuture/

Okehampton College works closely with Tor Support Services
(TSS); a charity that helps 5-25 year olds providing free,
professional and confidential counselling in Okehampton and

the surrounding parishes. www.torsupportservices.org.uk
The charity has been lucky enough to be chosen as one of Waitrose’s Community Matters
organisations so we are asking you to put your green tokens to good use!

At Waitrose Okehampton throughout November we all have the opportunity to use the 'green
token' to vote for TSS. The more green tokens, the more of Waitrose’s monthly £1000 donation
the charity will receive.

By placing a token in the Community Matters box at Waitrose Okehampton  you are able to
support the two good causes detailed below.   At the end of your shop in branch, you’ll receive a
token to place in a box of your chosen charity. The more tokens a cause gets, the bigger the
donation they receive. Each month every Waitrose branch donates £1,000 (£500 in Convenience
shops) between 3 local good causes that you choose.

Thank you in advance for your support.

http://www.torsupportservices.org.uk/
http://www.torsupportservices.org.uk/


Beyond the Classroom
Everyday new scientific discoveries are made.

Here are some websites you can use to

expand your science knowledge.

https://www.sciencedaily.com/

www.independent.co.uk/news/science

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/

www.theguardian.com/science

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science_and_environment

Design a poster and

you could win £100

and £500 for the

school - as well as

house points!See Mrs Fernandez

in Room 416 for
more information

https://www.sciencedaily.com/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/science
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/science
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/
https://www.theguardian.com/science
https://www.theguardian.com/science
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science_and_environment
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science_and_environment


Print WorkshopNews from our



The vast majority of students thoroughly enjoy Design & Technology and wish to take their
practical work home once they have made a contribution towards the cost of materials.

As the College now operates a cashless administration system, we would politely remind you to
make payment via your child’s Squid account, as per the schedule below.

                      Year Group Contribution per Year (2016/2017)
    Year 7    £10.00
    Year 8   £10.00
    Year 9   £10.00
    Year 10   £10.00
    Year 11   £10.00
    Year 12   £15.00
KS3 (Years 7,8,9)

Your contribution allows your child to take their practical work home, for the whole academic
year, from all areas of Design and Technology that provide materials for students, e.g. Elec-
tronics, Resistant Materials, Textiles etc.

Please note, Food Technology students are still expected to provide their own ingredients.

KS4 and 5 (Years 10,11,12)

All KS4 and 5 students are asked to make the contribution as shown above to help cover the
costs of materials and sundries.

Please note, Food Technology and Catering students are still expected to provide their own
ingredients.
Level 1 / 2 in Hospitality and Catering students can hire chef’s whites on receipt of a deposit of
£15.00 which is refundable at the end of the course.

Inspiration for

Post 16 Art Students
We were lucky enough to have Helen
Murgatroyd visit the sixth form for the
day to work with Year 12 and 13 Art and
Textile students.
Helen is a successful print maker who
trained at the Royal College of Art.
Students were given the opportunity to
create designs which were then made
into lino prints. The day was a huge
success and students now have a
valuable piece of work to include in their
coursework.



Come and support the PTFA on Thursday 1st December
in the Charter Hall in Okehampton.

Your son/daughter has been given a letter about the
event and on the back of the letter there is a chance for
you to win one of our hampers!
Also on the back of the letter is information on other
ways you could support us.  Please ask to see the letter
(if it has been lost do not hesitate to contact College for
another).

We look forward to seeing you on the evening.

PTFA

At the

A few of the lovely stalls at last year’s College Christmas Fayre.

Courtesy of Mr and Mrs Essex raffle prizes include; Golf for 2 people with
buggy hire or a Lunch & Spa session for two with a 30 minute treatment.

Friday 13th Jan 2017

Tickets £10 per person if bought before Christmas. £12 after.
Available from Okehampton College or our stall at the Christmas Fayre

(Cheques made payable to Okehampton College PTFA)

at Ashbury Hotel
Courtesy of Mr & Mrs Essex

Hot Buffet, Entertainment from the fabulous Chris James,
 Disco, Use of games rooms (ten pin bowling, pool) etc.



Child Protection
Our Child Protection Officers are:

Mrs Charlie Edwards
Mrs Nick Stoneman
Mr Sean Freeman

If you have any concerns regarding the safety
and wellbeing of any student, please feel free
to contact one of our Child Protection Officers.

During holidays anyone can contact the Multi
Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 0345 55
1071 if they have a concern about a child or
young person.

Child Protection and Safeguarding is every-
one’s responsibility.  Please contact a Child
Protection Officer if you have any concerns
about a young person’s safety or well-being.

Telephone our Direct line number:
01837 650914
Or via college switchboard: 01837 650910

Click Here for a link to all
Okehampton College

Newsletters

http://e=learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?Dd=191948
http://e-learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?d=191948


Notices from

The Canteen

Wednesday 14th Dec.The canteen will be servingChristmas Lunch only.Breaktime the usual itemswill be available.



CAREERS ADVICE IN OKEHAMPTON COLLEGE
FOR YEAR 11 PARENTS EVENING

CSW Group are here to help!!

Helen & Becky are the Careers advisers in Okehampton
College. We are available to give information, advice
and guidance on a range of issues, including careers
advice, choosing options or courses at Year 11, help

with decisions about university & support finding a job
or apprenticeship.

Becky will be attending Year 11 Parents’ Evening so do
drop by if you have any questions about your child’s

future plans.

Contact Details:
Helen – helen.kidney@cswgroup.co.uk.

07990 781139

Becky – becky.harvey@cswgroup.co.uk
07901  510012

Thanks and hope to see you on
Wednesday 7th December 2016



Okehampton College
Green Flag Eco Club

Following on from our new recycling bins over the
summer, we are now pairing up our old bins to
make extra rubbish/recycling  duos around the site.
These needed clear labels, so we launched a
competition before half term and the results are in
for the Eco Club Green Flag recycling bin label
poster competition:

The other finalists are shown on the next page.   Thank you to all those who entered, it is
great to know that our students understand the importance of recycling!

The Eco Club Team

1st

1st Place Cowan Wilson, Joe Morel and
Robin Carter.
This design was chosen by the Eco Club
team due to its eye catching design and
clear easy to read instructions - their
poster design will be made into a label
for the bins around school - Watch this
space.!



2nd
3rd

2ⁿ� Place Poppy Benstead and Maia Holliday.
The Eco Club team liked the Global design
and the use of the green recycling logo

4th

3�� Place Matt Westlake and Harry Tucker.
The team liked the Bold design which
draws the reader in, but what could be re-
cycled wasn't as clear as the others

4�� Place Jess Bowles and Ellie Smith.
The team liked the use of the recognisable logo but
felt the poster concentrated more on what could
NOT be recycled.



Christmas Concert
College Sports Hall

Thursday 15th Dec 2016
7.15pm

Everyone Welcome!

Price - £3 Adult, £2 Concessions and £8 Family (2 adults+2 children)
Please contact Mrs Morrison, Curriculum Support Office either by email

admin@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk
or by telephone 01837 650910.

Once your reservation is received, the tickets will be available to pay for via Squid.
Please do not send in cash

Tickets available on the door by prior arrangement ONLY

Many thanks to all those who kindly
donated to Children In Need last week,

we raised a fantastic £1101.95!



December 2016

Wednesday 7th December Year 11 Parents Evening

Friday 16th December Last day of term

Mon 19th Dec - Mon 2nd Jan
2017

Christmas Break

Spring Term 2017

January 2017
Tues 3rd January Non Pupil Day

Weds 4th Jan All Pupils Return

February 2017
Thurs Feb 9th Year 8 & Year 12 Parent’s

Evening

Mon 13th Feb - Friday 17th Feb Half Term

Mon 20th Feb All Pupils Return

March 2017 Thurs 23rd March
Year 11 & Year 13 Parent’s

Evening

April 2017
Mon 3rd April  - Mon 17th April Easter Holidays

Tues 18th April All Pupils Return

Dates for your diary & forthcoming events

Important Information for Parents/Carers:
Please be aware of new safeguarding guidance, ‘Keeping Children Safe’

Paragraph 117 - Parents/Carers using Facebook,Twitter and other social media to make derogatory
remarks about staff is not acceptable under the prohibition on reporting and publishing allegations about
teachers in section 141F of the Education Act 2002.  Schools across the country are reporting issues
relating to the misuse of social media sites.  If any such abuse of these sites regarding Okehampton
College takes place, appropriate action will be taken.

The Federation Safeguarding and Child Protection policies can be accessed via the College website
www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk or a paper copy will be made available upon request.

Polite reminder to please return your PTFA raffle tickets to help raise money for
our students.  Draw will take place in the Charter Hall at our Christmas Fayre on
December 1st at the Edwardian Evening.

See you there for a fun evening of music, mulled wine and
Christmas shopping!

The PTFA plays an important part of College life and provides the extra funding the different departments
in the College need to buy equipment or resources that are not supplied through the normal school budget.

Whilst we have an official committee, any parents or carers are welcome to join us for the committee
meetings and we are always grateful of any help we receive. We welcome new members at any time, if
you are interested in joining us or would like further information about the PTFA please email
ptfa@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk
(or call the College on 01837 650910).


