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Ten Tors Event

The annual Ten Tors event takes place this weekend on Dartmoor. The College has two
teams entered in the 35 mile event, together with teams in the 45 miles and 55 miles
and a team entered in the Jubilee event this year. Ten Tors is very challenging and
demanding. The students have trained incredibly hard for this I would like to take the
opportunity to wish them all the very best for the weekend.  There are also a number of
our students who are representing other teams and organisations in the event this

weekend.  We wish them all well and look forward to hearing of their achievements when they return to
college next Monday.

Kind Campaign

Yesterday, our Year 8 and Year 9 girls took part in an Assembly that was taken by two American ladies
who are visiting a few schools within the country.  We were delighted to be the first school chosen by
them to speak to our students about the 'Kind Campaign' which is aimed at increasing girls' awareness
with regards ‘girl to girl bullying’. We were delighted by the response we had from our girls and I think
the Assembly proved to be a tremendous success.

Co-operative Schools Student Voice Event

Okehampton College hosted a Co-operative Schools Student Voice event at Ashbury Hotel earlier this
week.  Students from 11 secondary schools across Devon joined the event which focused on the Prevent
agenda,  prejudice and tolerance. A number of guest speakers and presenters provided a superb catalyst
for discussion and, again, I was delighted by the contribution our students made throughout the day. I
would like, once more, to thank Simon and Joan Essex, owners of the Ashbury Hotels, for their continued
support and generosity toward the College.

Exam Season

The exam season is rapidly approaching. Indeed, the first major GCSE exam takes place on 16 May. The
last few days in the run up to the exams will unquestionably be a little daunting and stressful for the
students.  The last phase of mentoring takes place over the next few days so, hopefully, students will be
fully prepared for the exams when they arrive.  Mr Brett, Head of Secondary Education, will be contacting
parents next week with information regarding the arrangements and expectations with regards students
attendance during the exam season so please look out for this if you have a youngster in Year 11.



The School Council presented a cheque to PTFA members, Derrick Brett and Daryll Chapman

Barnaby Waddell in Year 9, and Tom
Stevens in Year 10 have been selected
from all of the players in Devon and
Cornwall to be part of the Exeter Chief
Academy U15 side. The original
academy, selected in December 2015,
consisted of 37 players, and they have
now been selected as part of the final
25 player squad and will be
representing Exeter Chiefs at a
tournament this weekend at Harrow
School, playing academies
from several of the other
Premiership sides.

Rugby Success!

The College PTFA would like to thank the School Council for their kind donation
and are pleased to announce that as are result we have purchased two outdoor table tennis
tables for College pupils to use doing break times.  We are looking into purchasing another
couple of tables in the hope that even more students will be encouraged to use them and, if
they enjoy the game, perhaps join local clubs.

Future event: - Rounder’s Tournament for students 16 and under  – Sunday June 26th.
Letters will come home via pupil post.  Teams will need an adult as a team manager. Hope
you will be able to support this event.

Once a year Okehampton College embarks
on a journey, a 10 mile journey.  A physical
journey and for some an emotional one.
We overcome many obstacles, each in turn
greater than the last, but by far the most
formidable challenges are forging bonds with
other tutees who represent different ages
and interests.

Aside from building friendships that last all
through our College years, we bear, as a
school, another goal in mind: Charity.  Whilst
we laugh and sing and dance we support
good causes both local, national and
international.  This year we helped raise
money for:
·   Okehampton College PTFA

·   Veterans with Dogs

·   Force Cancer Charity

·   Save the Children

·   World Wide Fund for Nature

Ryan Harnell (KS4 School Council)
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Child Protection Update!
While Mrs Charlie Edwards is on maternity leave the College Child Protection Officers will
be:

Mrs Nick Stoneman (Full time Child Protection Officer) 01837 650914
Mr Sean Freeman - 01837 650910
Mrs Kelly Hoggins - 01837 650910

Child Protection and Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.  Please contact a Child
Protection Officer if you have any concerns about a young person’s safety or well-being.

Attendance:
A minimum of 180 points needed

The College target is 95% so this is a
realistic goal for all Year 11 students.

 Any holiday taken count against
attendance.

Progress:
A minimum of 180 points needed

A mean score of 180 points for all
subjects.

•Above target = 300

•On target = 200

Below target = 140

Approach to Learning:

A mean score of 120 points for all
subjects.

• mean score of 2 = 80

•mean score of 3 = 120

•mean score of 4 = 160

A minimum of 120 points needed

Final Total:
a minimum of  500 points needed.

Any points lost will be deducted from your total score.

Year 11 Graduation:  Qualifying Criteria

We want you all to succeed -

Be ontarget formostsubjects

Entry to2 Examsor more
attendance

or better
95%

Approachto learningmean scoreof 3 or
above

http://e=learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?Dd=191948
http://e-learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?d=191948


It’s all getting rather close now with the start of the main GCSEs
less than two weeks away. I guess the main message has to be
revise, revise and revise!

It is an extremely stressful time for us all – students, parents and
staff. So we need to work together to ensure that all students
achieve to the best of their ability, whatever that may be.
Sometimes the best support is the simplest – ensuring that they
have a good night’s sleep, their favourite snacks and a supply of
paper! All teachers are working hard to ensure that your child has

the best possible support and help in these last few crucial weeks.

Between now and half term all students are expected to go to all lessons as normal
regardless of whether they have taken the exam in that subject.  Once they have
completed the exam they will be expected to study and prepare for other subject
areas in these lessons.  After school sessions and revision sessions will continue
to run during this time.

Whilst the examination of some subjects will have taken place prior to the May half
term holiday this year, there are more exams than has been the case in the past
taking place after the half term break. As we are very keen to ensure students are
as well prepared as possible for the exams, students will be expected to be in
College for the first week after half term (week commencing 6th June) to follow a
programme of study and exams that have been put in place for them.

From the week commencing Monday 13th June, students should only attend lessons
in the subject areas that they are still to be examined in. Teachers will continue to
teach students during their timetabled lessons up until the date of the last exam in
that subject area.

The Graduation results will be announced during the week beginning 23rd May.
The Graduation Ceremony is on Wednesday 22nd June with the Leavers’ Ball (At
Fingle Glen) on Friday 24th June. Further details of both events will follow in future
newsletters. Ball letters will be sent home shortly.

As always, any questions or queries that you may have, please don’t hesitate to
get in touch with either myself or your child’s tutor.

Year 11 News



Exam Stress & How to Survive it!

It’s always worth planning ahead
and preparing as well as you can
as a family.

• Accept that this is going to
be a stressful time for the
whole family - expect
outbursts and try to remain
calm!

•Try and find out as early as
possible what is expected of
your child; when their exams
will be and when coursework
needs to be handed in.

• But be clear that avoiding
subjects they find difficult will
not be helpful in the long run.

•Encourage them to talk to
you if they are really worried
that they haven’t done enough
work - reassure them that if
they do not get their expected
grades there will be other
opportunities ahead, and they
should just do their best.

•Find out what revision
techniques are recommended
by the school, what revision
sessions they are providing
and check out online revision
sites too.

•If you have any concerns or
questions contact the school
rather than relying on your
child to do it - most teachers
have email addresses which
can be useful if they are hard
to contact.

Before their exams Tips during revision

At exam time, many
parents are anxious

about how much
their children are
studying, whether
they are looking
after themselves
and whether they

will get the results
they need.

Some parents also
find their own

difficult memories
of exams return at

this time and make it
harder to help their

children.

While they are revising children
are often stressed, anxious and
irritable and can have trouble with
eating and sleeping. But a few
simple things can really help;

•Try and work with your child
and support them rather than
“policing” them.

•Encourage your child to have
regular breaks, to do
something they enjoy, even if
it’s just half an hour off to
listen to some music or to
watch their favourite soap.

•Make sure they eat healthy
snacks regularly and drink
enough so they don't get
dehydrated - you can always
pop your head in to see how
they are doing and bring them
a drink.

•Exercise is also a good way
to relax, even just a walk
around the block.

•Children have different ways
of revising - some may prefer
to be alone whereas others
work best surrounded by
noise and family.

•Respect their body clocks - many
teenagers are more alert during
the night and this may be the best
time for them to revise even
though it makes parents anxious!

Exam time can be a major cause of stress for children and parents.
Here are some tips on how to cope.



The College recently helped to organise a
major schools conference for 11 schools from
across the county to look at issues of diversity
and the Government’s Prevent agenda.

Our College is part of the Greater Devon Co-
Operative Schools Partnership which
comprises 11 secondary schools that work
together on different issues.

The Schools Conference on 3�� May brought
together 115 students from the 11 schools.
Ten Year 9 students from the College attended
the Conference that was held at the Ashbury
Hotel. The Ashbury Hotel has continually
supported the work of the College and went
above and beyond in very kindly donating the
facilities for the Conference to be held.

One of the themes of the Conference was the
Government’s Prevent agenda, which has
been introduced to try to tackle the ideology
of terrorism.

Students heard from Lucy Skinner of Devon
and Cornwall Police. Students also had
sessions to learn more about diversity, with
speakers on issues including Devon’s
multicultural history, Islamic practices and
beliefs and growing up with two cultural
identities.

The day was a great success with very good
feedback from students who attended.
Speakers commented on the knowledge and
confidence of the Year 9 students who
represented the College at the Conference.

Mr Gurney

Co-Op Conference a Great Success





Polite Reminder

Parental/Carer Contributions towards Design & Technology Practical Work
We respectfully remind all parents/carers to make their annual voluntary contribution towards the
cost of materials in accordance with the list below.

Year Group Contribution per Year (2015/2016)
Year 7   £10.00
Year 8   £10.00
Year 9   £10.00
Year 10  £10.00
Year 11  £10.00
Year 12  £15.00

We would like to receive your contribution via SQUID, the College’s secure and easy to use online
payment system.

Your contribution will help cover the cost of materials used to make your child’s projects, for the
whole academic year, in Electronics, Resistant Materials and Textiles.  Once your contribution has
been received, your child may take their project work home.

Your contribution will also help cover the cost of the sundry items used by students within Food
Technology and Catering. However, Food Technology and Catering students are still expected
to provide their own ingredients.

We hope you are able to help support the faculty with this matter.

1. Okehampton College supports the (DCC) Devon County Council’s “No Pass
No Travel Scheme” that operates on transport to and from this school.

2. Only students who show a valid travel pass to the driver on every journey will
be allowed to travel. Students must travel on the vehicle indicated on their
pass.

3. Please ensure that your child has their travel pass before they leave
home every day.

4. Please ensure that your child knows what to do in the event they are not
allowed to travel or the bus does not arrive (e.g. because of breakdown or
traffic conditions or severe weather). School attendance is very important and
it is best to be prepared for any of these eventualities.

5. DCC will carry out regular pass checks throughout the year.

6. Drivers are not allowed to carry passengers who cannot show a valid pass.

7. If your child loses their pass during the day they should go to the
administration office to ask for a 10 day temporary pass.   Replacement
passes cost £5 each and can be ordered online, or by sending a cheque with
a replacement form.

Further info available at: http://www.devon.gov.uk/school_transport

School Transport



-tion, -sion, -cian
It can be confusing to know which of the ‘shun’ sounding suffixes to use.  However, there are some rules to help
you:

• Add –tion after most stems, especially if the stem ends in –t or –e

Example:

distract = distraction

hesitate = hesitation

• Add –sion after stems that end in –d or where the word would only make sense with this ending

Example:

expand = expansion

passion         wouldn’t ‘look right’ if it was pastion or pascian

• Add –cian after stems that are to do with jobs.

Example:

music = musician

magic = magician

beauty = beautician

As ever, there are
always exceptions, but
these three rules are a

good rule of thumb.

Love Literacy

As with all
endings, you really

need to think
about what the

stem or root word
is to start with.

Triple A Challenge Congratulations!
We'd like to take the opportunity to say ‘Well Done’ to some recent Triple A award winners who have
successfully achieved between 2 and 6 challenges each.

Their names are Isabelle Brett, Ben Bowles, Sam Drew, Kestrel Read, Dharma Barnes and Alfie
Grainge.

Well done to these students.!

Please get involved in the award and if you have achieved at something great share your success and
achievement with us.

There are 20 College challenges and these can be found on Show my Homework.  Get involved.
Mrs N Offer



This is a great opportunity for both boys and girls to become involved in Triathlon training and potentially represent West Devon in the
Devon Youth Games.   If you enjoy either Cycling, Running, Swimming then this could be a good opportunity to combine them all or
improve in one or all areas.
The event is split into 3 separate elements over the course of the day.  Bikes are also provided and the swim is held in a pool environment.
Teams are mixed and made up of Boys and Girls from Years 7 and 8 and also a Year 9 and  Year 10 team

SESSIONS ARE FREE!
TRIALS WILL BE HELD ON
Friday 13th May  6 to 8pm  Swim / Run Trial / Training – Okehampton Pool
Saturday 14th May 10.30 to 11.30  Cycle / Run Trial / Training – OCRA Pavilion
& OR
Friday 20th May            6 to 8pm  Swim / Run  Trial / Training – Okehampton Pool
Saturday 21st May        10.30 to 11.30  Cycle / Run – Trial /Training – OCRA Pavilion

If selected training will continue leading up to the event on the 3rd July 2016.   Please come along or if you would like more information
please contact Dave (dave@zorbanet.com) or Juliet (jpattie@yahoo.co.uk for more information.



Print WorkshopNews from our



Summer Term 2016

May 2016 Mon 30th May -  Fri
3rd June Half Term

June 2016 Mon 6th June All Pupils Return

July 2016

Weds 20th July Last Day of Term

Thurs 21st July Non-Pupil Day
Fri 22nd July Non-Pupil Day

Autumn Term 2016

September 2016

Thurs 1st September Non-Pupil Day
Thurs 2nd September Non-Pupil Day
Mon 5th September All Pupils Return

Important Information for Parents/Carers:
Please be aware of new safeguarding guidance, ‘Keeping Children
Safe’
Paragraph 117 - Parents/Carers using Facebook,Twitter and other social media to make derogatory
remarks about staff is not acceptable under the prohibition on reporting and publishing allegations
about teachers in section 141F of the Education Act 2002.  Schools across the country are reporting
issues relating to the misuse of social media sites.  If any such abuse of these sites regarding
Okehampton College takes place, appropriate action will be taken.

Dates for your diary & forthcoming events


