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Welcome Spring!
With the Spring very obviously on its way now, it is pleasing to see so many children
out on the field playing.

Year 11 Mocks
On Monday this week, Year 11 students received their mock results in the Octagon
in the same manner they will receive the real GCSE Results in August.  This was to
give the students a sense of how they will feel in the summer and to motivate them
in the run up to the final exams which are now just a few school weeks away.  With

this in mind, Year 11 students have the opportunity to take part in some Easter revision sessions that
staff will be putting on during the Easter holidays.  If they have not signed up already and wish to be
involved, they will need to do so as a matter of urgency.

Bienvenue!
Next Tuesday, we will welcome French Exchange students to the College.  They will be staying with
some of our Year 10 Language students.  It is always good for the College to welcome International
visitors and in the same week we will also have a group of Polish students from Warsaw visiting us.
Continuing the international theme, both the College and Okehampton Primary School are involved in
a School Improvement Project with teachers from Denmark, Lithuania and Italy where ideas are shared
and teaching is observed.  The two schools will be hosting a week of School Improvement Projects in
September which we are very much looking forward to.

Thank you to everyone who has shown an interest in the government proposals for Fairer Funding.  If
you have been meaning to respond to the consultation process, may I remind you that the deadline for
this is Wednesday 22nd March. You will have seen in the local and national press that concerns regarding
the Government proposals are high on the list of our local MP’s, so any support you can offer will be
appreciated by them and us.  Please follow this L I N K to the Schools National Funding Formula (NFF)
Stage 2 Consultation documents and Online Response form if you would like to contribute.

As we come towards the end of the Easter term, it is with sadness that we are saying goodbye to our
SENCO, Ms Suzy Blunt.  I know that she is writing to the parents of those students that she is involved
with explaining that she is leaving and giving them the opportunity to meet with her before she goes.
Please take up this offer if you are in any way concerned about the transition.

Finally, I would like to draw your attention to the Easter concert which will be taking place during the
last week of term on Wednesday 29th March in the Octagon.  This is always a lovely event and tickets
are available to buy now from the Curriculum Support Office.

Derrick Brett
Headteacher

https://consult.education.gov.uk/funding-policy-unit/schools-national-funding-formula2/
https://consult.education.gov.uk/funding-policy-unit/schools-national-funding-formula2/


Year 11
Easter Revision  Sessions



Year 12

Please refer to the letter your student will have bought home for
more details and to book them in their chosen sessions.
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The netball season will be coming to an end for this year in the next week, so I would like to
take this opportunity to congratulate all of the students who have attended training sessions
after school or at lunch time. The teams have had another successful year with some very
notable results. A special mention should go to our Year 8 team who have won all matches bar
1 this season. We have travelled far and wide and played a total of 22 matches and 9
tournaments with the full variety of age groups from Year 7 to 6th form and have played teams
such as Ivybridge, QE, Tavistock, Launceston, St Peters, West Exe, Shebbear etc.

Year 7, 8, and 9 have played their End of season tournaments in the Exeter area (which
continues to be the strongest area in the county). All teams finished in 3rd position. Year 8 were
defeated by St Peter’s in their Semi-final match and St Peter’s went on to win the tournament;
Year 9 were defeated by St Peter’s in the semi-final; and year 7 were defeated by Exeter
School in the semi-final (who then went on to win their tournament). The girl’s played with
great, strength, motivation and poise and they are a delight to take away on fixtures due to
their persistence, determination and great attitudes.

Year 8 had the exciting opportunity to go to the South West State schools netball tournament,
giving them the opportunity to compete against schools from Devon, Cornwall and Somerset.
Once again they played fantastically but met St Peter’s in the Semi-final. Finishing in the 3rd

place behind St Peter’s (1st Place) and Penryn (2nd place).

Year 10 have their tournament coming up next week and we wish them the best of luck as well.

A massive thanks also to Mrs Colton and Miss Wonnacott for leading training sessions,
transporting us to matches, umpiring fixtures and generally being absolutely brilliant.

Thanks for an amazing season girl’s and see you all at training in September!!!

Miss Redstone



U13 Girls
County Indoor Cricket

Champions!

On Monday 6th March the U13 Girls Indoor 8 a side
Cricket Team had the County Finals Day at Exeter
University. There were two groups of 4 in the morning
session. Okehampton College were grouped with
Stover, St Peter’s and Cullompton.

After a slow start against Stover where there were a
lot of mistakes made, Okehampton College won the
group winning all 3 group matches. In the afternoon,
Okehampton were up against Exmouth, the runners
up from the morning session.  Okehampton College
were again convincing winners and met South
Dartmoor in the Final.

Having not really been tested by any games prior to
the final the (Okehampton College) girls produced
their best performance of the day to win comfortably
by 27 runs.   There were many good performances
during the day. Well done to the team; Lucy Quick,
Katie Chapman, Poppy Benstead, Chloe Dennis,
Alicia Stebbing, Flo Hassell, Maia Holliday, Indie Horn,
Selini Braines.

Okehampton College U13 Girls will now represent
Devon at the South West of England Finals at the
University of West England Bristol on April 26th.

Well done girls, good luck in the South West Finals Day!    Mr Harris

A few of our students qualified and have just
competed in the Devon County ASA Swimming
Championships held at the Plymouth Life Centre over
the last 2 months, these were:

·   Alfie Morgan – Tavistock SC– 14yo age
group – Qualified and swam in 8 events,
qualified for 1 final with a best performance

of 7th in the 200m butterfly;

·   George Morgan – Tavistock SC – 16yo &
over age group – Qualified and swam in 6

events, best performance 12th place in the
100m backstroke;

·   Grace James – Exeter City – 15yo age group
– Qualified and swam in 13 events, qualified
for 6 finals with a best performance of a Sil-
ver Medal in the 200m backstroke;

All swam extremely well with personal bests being
achieved, congratulations to you all on your success.

Focus now for all of our swimmers in the next few
weeks is on qualifying for the Regional ASA
Swimming Championships – so good luck!





On Thursday 2nd March, 30 members of Okehampton Music Centre
travelled to the Great Hall at the University of Exeter for an ‘Orchestral
Extravaganza’ organised by the Devon Music Education Hub and
Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra (BSO).

Members of the Music Centre learned how to play Gustav Holst’s
‘Mars’ and the Second Movement of Shostakovich’s 10th Symphony,
with help from members of the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra. The
morning was very successful and all the students thoroughly enjoyed
playing these iconic orchestral pieces with the BSO professionals. For
many it was the first time that they had played with so many musicians
at once, the sound was incredible! Some students returned in the
evening to perform alongside the full Bournemouth Symphony
Orchestra and we hope that we will have another opportunity like this in
the future.

Ben Bowles 10BMT

Students Join an
Orchestral Extravaganza

The Music centre is a community links project
which many of our College students are
involved in through playing, learning an
instrument and mentoring too.
It is now in it’s third year and runs in the
Octagon on a Thursday after school. Visiting
tutors come in to the school and between us
all there are about 130 students that learn an
instrument and perform in the orchestra.



Important Notices

The school has been contacted by the White Hart Hotel (Weatherspoons) and they
have asked us to clarify to students and their parents their policy on
unaccompanied minors;
Please be aware that unaccompanied children under 16 will not be allowed in the
pub.  Young people over 16 will be allowed into the pub unaccompanied only if
they are eating a meal and they will need to prove that they are over 16.

Information from The White Hart Hotel:

Appeal from the Music Faculty:

Wanted: any old hotel key cards or similar plastic cards.  So we can turn them into
plectrums for guitarists and Ukuleles.   Thank you!

Non Uniform Day:

Friday 24th March is Red Nose Day.  For a donation of £1 Students can come into
school in non uniform in aid of Comic Relief. Year 11 students who are having their
school photographs taken and any students undertaking their Art exams will need to
be in uniform.

A PERMISSIVE right of way on Okehampton College land is to be closed for 24
hours.

The PERMISSIVE RIGHT OF WAY from Pig Bridge following the path next to the
playing fields alongside the East Okement  river, around to Kempley Bridge and
crossing the Mill Leat is planned to be closed on 03/04/17 for 24 hours.

Right of Way Closure:

Further to the notification in the last newsletter, any request for absences from
school is to be made using the S2 absence request form.  Click HERE to go
straight to the form.

Link to Absence Request Form:

http://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/uploads/6/1/4/4/61443371/absence_request_form.pdf






the Classroom
#teamscience

We have been celebrating British Science Week at College this week.

As detailed in the last Newsletter, the theme for this year is “Change”, encouraging
young people to think about and investigate the changes happening in the world all
around us; from seasons and climate, to materials and energy. It is also a chance
for young people to consider the changes they can enact to have a positive impact
on the future.

There are many interesting activities which can be found on the British Science
Week website (some of which were listed in the previous newsletter) to do with your
family.

We would love to see some pictures of the activities you have run at home with
your family. You could enter them into the School competition.  Just submit a
photo along with a summary of the activity, your results or what you have learnt
from it. You will be entered in a raffle to win some science prizes!

Photos can be submit by email, send to
pfernandez@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk or submit to your science teacher
as a hard copy.

Deadline Friday 24th March.

We hope you enjoy trying the different activities!

You may also like to to try some of the brainteasers students have been doing
during their tutor time.  See over the page.   Enjoy!

#teamscience

mailto:pfernandez@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk




Year 11 News
Year 11 Photographs

The traditional whole year, individual and friendship
group student photographs will be taken in the College

Sports Hall on Friday 24th March.

Students are reminded that they must wear school uniform for the
photograph. Any Year 11 student not in uniform will not be able to be
included in the whole year photograph. This would be a real shame as
traditionally the Year group photo is considered their most treasured
possession of their school life by many former students.   As it is also
Red Nose Day students are welcome to change into home clothes
after the photos, unless they are in the Art exam in which case they
will need to stay in uniform.

If students would like to have a photograph of their friendship group,
they will need to collect a “friendship group envelope” from the
Curriculum Support hatch. Payments for friendship group photos are
paid direct to Tempest Photography and must be handed to the
photographer on the day. Please be aware that if students do not
bring their payment, Tempest Photography will not allow them to be
included in their friendship group photo.



Notices from
The Canteen



Child Protection
Our Child Protection Officers are:

Mrs Charlie Edwards
Mrs Nick Stoneman
Mr Sean Freeman

If you have any concerns regarding the safety
and wellbeing of any student, please feel free to
contact one of our Child Protection Officers.

During holidays anyone can contact the Multi
Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 0345 55
1071 if they have a concern about a child or
young person.

Child Protection and Safeguarding is everyone’s
responsibility.  Please contact a Child Protection
Officer if you have any concerns about a young
person’s safety or well-being.

Telephone our Direct line number:
01837 650914
Or via college switchboard: 01837 650910

Click Here for a link to all Oke-
hampton College Newsletters

http://e=learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?Dd=191948
http://e-learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?d=191948




Important Information for Parents/Carers:
Please be aware of new safeguarding guidance, ‘Keeping Children Safe’

Paragraph 117 - Parents/Carers using Facebook,Twitter and other social media to make derogatory
remarks about staff is not acceptable under the prohibition on reporting and publishing allegations about
teachers in section 141F of the Education Act 2002.  Schools across the country are reporting issues
relating to the misuse of social media sites.  If any such abuse of these sites regarding Okehampton
College takes place, appropriate action will be taken.

The Federation Safeguarding and Child Protection policies can be accessed via the College website
www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk or a paper copy will be made available upon request.

Month Date Event

March 2017 Thurs 23rd March
Year 11 & Year 13 Parents’

Evening

April 2017
Mon 3rd April  - Mon 17th April Easter Holidays

Tues 18th April All Pupils Return

May 2017

Mon 1st May May Day Bank Holiday

Thurs 11th May Year 7 & Year 10 Parents’
Evening

Mon 29th May - Fri 2nd June Half Term

Mon. 5th June All Pupils Return

July 2017

Friday 21st July Last day of Term

Monday 24th July Non-Pupil Day

Tuesday 25th July Non-Pupil Day

Autumn Term 2017

September 2017
Mon 4th September Non-Pupil Day

Tuesday 5th September Non-Pupil Day

Wednesday 6th September All Pupils Return

October 2017 Mon 23rd  - Fri 27th October Half Term

Mon 30th October All Pupils Return

November 2017 Friday 24th November Non-Pupil Day

December 2017 Friday 15th December Last Day of Term

Dates for your diary & forthcoming events
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