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College Website
We are pleased to be able to launch our new Website this week.  We
feel it has a fresher look and one which, hopefully, will be easier for
you to navigate.  Whilst there are a number of changes, I would like to
draw your attention to the Social Hub section where we will post all
messages that are sent out via Facebook and Twitter.  If you use either of these
two forms of social media, you will be picking up these messages as they are

sent, but for those who don’t please be aware that the messages are also displayed on the new
College website.  This is particularly important as we go through a spell of poor weather because
we will endeavour to keep you informed of disruption to transport and, if appropriate, the College
day via our Facebook, Twitter and Website.

Year 9 and Year 11 Curriculum Evening
Thanks to everyone who attended the evening, it was great to see so many of you.
Hopefully by now your son/daughter has returned his/her forms indicating what their
thinking is for next year.  The next stage will be for Mrs Whitehorn to process the

returns and whilst this may take a little while please be assured that each return will be considered
thoroughly.

We are approaching the time of year when we start to consider our staffing needs for next
September.  We will be advertising staff vacancies via the Devon County Website, the College
website E-teach.  If you are interested or know of anyone who may be interested in working at
Okehampton College please look out for vacancies which may occur anytime between now and
the Whitsun holiday.  In addition, if either you or, again, anyone you know is interested in joining
the teaching profession, there are a couple of links at the bottom of the front page of the College
website directing to different teacher training opportunities within Devon.

Reach for the Stars
Last academic year we held a very successful evening for parents and Year 11 students
which we called ‘reach for the stars’.  The evening looked at how we can support our
students through their final preparations towards the examinations and gave more insight
into the requirements from the core subjects of English, Science and Maths.  Due to the
success of last year’s event, we are intending to hold another evening on March 21st

2016, please put this in your diaries.



Lily Griffiths
Carnell

Elliot Westwood

Danielle Buxton Sophie Walker

Harvey Gascoyne Tom Walsh

Eli Holt Philip Clark

Sadie Carter Matthew Westlake

Jade Barnett Kate Prout

Kimberley Clark Charlie Jacob

William Timms Lucinda Aveyard

Cameron Keegan Cameron Chinn

Joseph Dennis Isabelle Brett

Chloe Meese Brooke Ewen

Jack Carter Billy Jecks

Vytenis Adomaitis Hannah Friend

Annie Strawbridge Oliver Michie

Lily Stagg Katie Chapman

Oscar Hughes Faye Pimlott

Gareth Worth Kieran McAllen

Joel Sawyer Stephanie Wills

Luke Skilton Oliver Harris

Isabelle Rowlands Thomas Cheshire

Izzy Bowden Dominic Harnell

Frankie Bonfield Romany Grimes

Megan Letchford Verity Saunders

Benjamin Jones Luca Jones

Kian Davey Lachie Mills

James Grace Joshua Coles

Carina Hutchings Cowan Wilson

Georgie Heasman Jay Ratcliffe

Lydia Harris Emily Haskell

Lizzy Elston Cochise Ramos-
Gonzalez

Key Stage 3 Rewards
Congratulations!…….

to the KS3 students who were entered in to
a prize draw for having either Excellent
Attendance (97% or better) or Excellent
Conduct (1 behaviour point or less) during
the autumn term.

These students were awarded with a £10
Amazon Voucher in addition to a certificate
and engraved pen that were awarded to
more than 400 students.

A separate prize draw was also held for KS3
students who achieved both excellent
attendance and excellent conduct last
term.  These students had the opportunity
to win a new Mountain Bike; kindly
supported by Okehampton Cycles.  The
lucky recipient of this was James Pearce
9RKB, who was invited to the shop to
assemble his new bike!

Student Progress Leader



Do you have an idea which could make life easier, simpler or better?
We want you to use your imagination, to think creatively.   This is a chance to ask “What
if?” or even build a fun example of what this might look like!

College Students at last year’s final
of the Teen Tech awards.

The TeenTech Awards are for UK
students from 11-16 (Years 7 to 11) and
17-18 (Years 12 to 13) working in teams
of up to three to look at problems large
and small to see if they can find a better
way of doing things.

Overall winners will be presented with
their awards by HRH Duke of York at
Buckingham Palace just like 2 of our
students did last year!

If you are interested in developing an
idea or just want to find out more
information please come along to Room
401 on Wed 27�� Jan at lunch time.





PLEASE NOTE: All children are welcome to participate and your child does not need to
attend the school where the training is being hosted.

All instruction is undertaken by National Standard Qualified Instructors who have
undertaken Disclosure and Barring Service checks and are first aid trained.



Valentine’s with a Swing!

12th February 7 for 7.30pm - til late!

Tickets £20 per person / £17 per student
2 free bottles of wine for bookings of 10 people

In an elegant Indoor Marquee!

Jiving display and instruction from
The Lindy Hoppers!

Tickets available from
Carol Chapman

Okehampton College
Tel: 01837 650910

Closing date 5th Feb 2016

PTFA Presents:



Hot Buffet, Disco,
Use of games rooms (ten pin bowling, pool) etc.

7 for 7.30pm .

Friday 29th Jan

Tickets £10 per person
from Okehampton College or

Quinn’s Hairdressers

The PTFA plays an important part of College life
and provides the extra funding the different
departments in the College need to buy equipment
or resources that are not supplied through the
normal school budget.

Whilst we have an official committee, any parents
or carers are welcome to join us for the committee
meetings and we are always grateful of any help we
receive. We welcome new members at any time, if
you are interested in joining us or would like
further information about the PTFA please email
ptfa@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk
(or call the College on 01837 650910).

….is to raise money to purchase
outdoor fitness stations and table
tennis tables to be installed within
College grounds for all to use.
Please support us wherever you

can.

Our PTFA fundrasing Goal:

at Ashbury Hotel



Okehampton United Charity Okehampton Educational Foundation
Charity No 202686 Charity no 306677

Autism Awareness
Are you affected by autism?

Do you know someone who is?
Are you running a sports club or group?

Would you like to know more about autism and how to
help those who live with it in our community?

Okehampton United Charity is hosting an Autism
Awareness Day on Friday 11th March 2016 at the

Charter Hall, Okehampton, EX20 1AA

Training will be provided by Monika Davis
During two sessions (identical in content)

10am to 11.30am or 2pm to 3.30pm

If you would like to know more or to book a place please
contact Karen Percival on 01837 55179 or by email on



News from the Music Department

We are very busy preparing for the production of West Side Story 1st –
5th February.  Zinnia Williams, one of our piano teachers will be helping
us out in the band. The other parts are all being played by students –
these are difficult and include some very tricky moments but they have
done a great job!

There are still some tickets available at £8 each from Mrs Morrison in the Curriculum
Support Office but they are selling out fast.

Big Band have been practising lots of dance numbers for the
Valentine’s With a Swing! Ball which is taking place on 12th

February. Please see the advert in this newsletter for details.
College students are cooking the food and big band are providing
the music, they just need you to buy a ticket and join them!

Following a successful audition last summer, Ellie has been
invited to be part of the National Youth Brass Band of Great
Britain playing on flugelhorn for 2016!

This is an outstanding achievement at the age of 15 as the
NYBBGB consists of the most promising brass musicians up
to the age of 18 in the whole of the UK and only 4 of those
are flugelhorn players. There are 2 courses and will both be in the holidays, one
at Easter and one in the summer.

In addition to this she is waiting to hear if she has got a mentor role with the
National Children's Brass Band of Great Britain for 2016. She’s now too old to be
an actual member but as she occupied a principal seat last year she’s been
encouraged to apply.

Ellie is also very active within College and plays in big band and orchestra. She
has also played the Last Post for the College Remembrance Service.

Well done Ellie!

Success for Ellie Joy!

Finally our Easter Concert will be on March 23rd in the Octagon Theatre. Tickets
will be on sale after half term. Please keep an eye out for more information in a
forthcoming newsletter.

Mrs Berry



Click Here for a link to all
Okehampton College

Newsletters

Child Protection Update!
While Mrs Charlie Edwards is on maternity leave the College Child Protection Officers will
be:

Mrs Nick Stoneman (Full time Child Protection Officer) 01837 650914
Mr Sean Freeman - 01837 650910
Mrs Kelly Hoggins - 01837 650910

Child Protection and Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.  Please contact a Child
Protection Officer if you have any concerns about a young person’s safety or well-being.

Attendance:
A minimum of 180 points needed

The College target is 95% so this is a
realistic goal for all Year 11 students.

 Any holiday taken count against
attendance.

Progress:
A minimum of 180 points needed

A mean score of 180 points for all
subjects.

•Above target = 300

•On target = 200

Below target = 140

Approach to Learning:

A mean score of 120 points for all
subjects.

• mean score of 2 = 80

•mean score of 3 = 120

•mean score of 4 = 160

A minimum of 120 points needed

Final Total:
a minimum of  500 points needed.

Any points lost will be deducted from your total score.

Year 11 Graduation:  Qualifying Criteria

We want you all to succeed -

Be ontarget formostsubjects

Entry to2 Examsor more
attendance

or better
95%

Approachto learningmean scoreof 3 or
above

http://e=learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?Dd=191948
http://e-learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?d=191948


Month Date Event
Spring Term 2016

February 2016
Mon 15th Feb -   Fri 19th Feb Half Term

Mon 22nd Feb All Pupils Return

March 2016
Thurs 24th Mar Last Day of Term

Mon 28th Mar -  Fri 8th April Easter Break

Summer Term 2016
April 2016 Mon 11th Apr All Pupils Return

May 2016
Mon 2nd May May Day Bank Holiday

Mon 30th May -  Fri 3rd June Half Term

June 2016 Mon 6th June All Pupils Return

July 2016

Weds 20th July Last Day of Term

Thurs 21st July Non-Pupil Day

Fri 22nd July Non-Pupil Day

Autumn Term 2016

September 2016

Thurs 1st Sept Non-Pupil Day

Thurs 2nd Sept Non-Pupil Day

Mon 5th Sept All Pupils Return

Important Information for Parents/Carers:
Please be aware of new safeguarding guidance, ‘Keeping Children
Safe’
Paragraph 117 - Parents/Carers using Facebook,Twitter and other social media to make derogatory
remarks about staff is not acceptable under the prohibition on reporting and publishing allegations
about teachers in section 141F of the Education Act 2002.  Schools across the country are reporting
issues relating to the misuse of social media sites.  If any such abuse of these sites regarding
Okehampton College takes place, appropriate action will be taken.

Dates for your diary & forthcoming events
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