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It is with a mixture of excitement and sadness that I write to inform you that I will be leaving the
position of Executive Principal of The Dartmoor Federation at the end of this term.  The
excitement is that I have been appointed as the Chief Executive Officer for the new Dartmoor
Multi-Academy Trust which comes into existence on 1 January 2018.  The sadness is that I
will be leaving the College and the Federation after 16 years in post.  I started in January 2001
as Vice Principal and secured the Principal post in 2006 at the College and my job evolved
over recent years to head up The Dartmoor Federation.  It is fair to say that we have seen
significant change during that time and I am delighted to be part of a College that not only
become tremendously successful but also has a massively enhanced reputation across the

South West of England.  I have thoroughly enjoyed my time working alongside such great students, staff and
parents and I will miss the daily contact with them all.

My new role will be based initially within the College, working alongside other colleagues charged with overseeing
the work of all the schools within the Dartmoor Multi-Academy Trust.  This is a very exciting time for the College as
we move into a wider collaborative structure which we have shared with you throughout the recent consultation
process.  We did send a letter home earlier in the week by student post informing you that the Governing Board of
The Dartmoor Federation had voted unanimously in favour of the Federation schools joining the new Multi-
Academy Trust but just in case you did not receive this letter, we have put a link to it below.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all your support over the last 16 years and I look forward to
being able to share with you the continuing success of the Federation schools in the future, albeit from my new role
within The Dartmoor Multi-Academy Trust.

Click here for the latest information on the New Multi Academy Trust

We will be saying goodbye and thank you to some colleagues who will be leaving us at the end of this term. Mrs
Petherbridge will be leaving us having worked in a number of different roles within the College for the last 14 years,
most recently as our Attendance Officer.  Mrs MacKenzie will be leaving after 10 years working within the College
as one of our Curriculum Support Admin Assistants.  Both these colleagues have approached their roles with
dedication and professionalism.   They will be sadly missed but they leave with our thanks and best wishes for the
future.  Mr Wilkinson is also leaving the College having spent the last year with working as a Teaching Assistant
within our English Faculty.  Again, we would like to thank him and wish him all the very best for the future.

Finally I would like to wish you and your families a very Happy Christmas and best wishes for the New Year.  The
College reopens to students and staff on Wednesday 3 January 2018 and we look forward to welcoming everyone
back in the new year.

Mr D Chapman
Executive Principal

http://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/uploads/6/1/4/4/61443371/letter_to_parents_carers_re_dmat.pdf
http://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/uploads/6/1/4/4/61443371/letter_to_parents_carers_re_dmat.pdf


As mentioned in Mr Chapman’s article, Mrs Petherbridge our Attendance
Officer is leaving the College.  It is very sad that she is leaving us.  We have
appointed a replacement, Mrs Casbolt who will begin in her new role on the
12 January 2018.  You will appreciate that the role of the Attendance
Officer is very specific and it may take a few weeks until Mrs Casbolt is fully
familiar with all systems and procedures.  In the meantime, please be
mindful that we will not be implementing the first day calling service for the

first two or three weeks of the new term.

Curriculum Extension Week
Changes to the accounting systems of the College as we move to the Dartmoor Multi-
Academy Trust structure means that we will be unable to collect Curriculum Extension
Week money during January 2018.  Students will be allocated their trip places in the first
week of the spring term and a payment schedule will be implemented from early February
2018.  This timeframe is shorter than would normally be the case, therefore you may wish
to bear this in mind when organising and planning for Christmas and the New Year ahead.

Derrick Brett

Headteacher

A Brief note from our Head Teacher



Classes 8Y1 and 8X2 have been creative with Mrs Wheeleker recently
modelling with Play-Doh whilst learning about river processes:- weathering,
erosion, transportation and deposition.  The students were asked to create
models to represent a process or a sequence of processes. The class then
guessed what the processes were from the models.    They all created some
excellent work and there was not a scrap of Play-doh on the carpet!



Rivers

Mrs Wheeleker’s Year 8’s have
also been busy creating amazing
river Profiles for Home Learning.
Some great pieces of work on a
wide array of rivers covering the
world.



Spectroscopy in a Suitcase workshop

Chemistry Post-16 students enjoyed a workshop delivered by Plymouth University as part of the Royal
Society of Chemistry outreach programme. Dr Sampson organised the event and four members of staff
from Plymouth University: Dr Mike Foulkes, Steph Rosser, Paul Hackett and Dom Payne visited the
school and delivered the session.
The RSC's Spectroscopy in a Suitcase (SIAS) gives school and college students the chance to learn
about spectroscopy through a hands-on workshop. As well as covering the principles of spectroscopic
techniques, the activities use real-life contexts to demonstrate the applications of the techniques.
The students worked in mixed groups (Year 12 and Year 13 students) and completed some challenges
including identifying compounds using MS and IR spectroscopy and using the IR machine to analyse
samples of the materials.
This is some of the feedback the students wrote after the session.

Thank you for coming to the school to show us how mass spectrometry and infrared spectroscopy work.
It was really fun to work together to solve which unknown compound was what. Finding out what
compounds looked like was really interesting.
It was also nice to talk to people who are at university studying subjects which we enjoy.
Nya (Year 13)

Expanded our knowledge on mass spectrometry and worked with Year 13 students who helped us to
understand how to identify compounds. Today was a valuable experience, being able to use equipment
we would not normally be able to use.
Year 12 students

Mrs Fernandez-Gonzalez and Dr C Sampson



Success!

Schools are operating in financially strained times so
any boost is very welcome.  We were recently
fortunate enough to secure a grant from the Wolfson
Foundation to create a new science laboratory and to
purchase a large amount of science equipment for it
and the wider Science Department.
The bulk of the work was done between June and
September and we would like to thank Mike
Reynolds, Tim Morgan, Artur Teixeira and Stuart
Moffat who worked hard to provide us with a high
quality outcome.  As a result of their efficiency and
skill we were able to get the work done affordably and
use a substantial amount of the grant to provide the
science department with some much needed new
equipment as well.  We hope that our pupils will enjoy
using the new room and new equipment.

New Science Labatory…
..Thank you to the Wolfson Foundation

On Wednesday 29 September, 15 Year 8 and Year
9 Girls attended a STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Math) event at Exeter
University called 'Pretty Curious', promoting STEM
subjects and careers to girls.

At the event the girls had the opportunity to
experience an 'interactive home', have a VR
presentation from leading women in STEM careers
from around the World and were challenged with
building a Nuclear Reactor in a VR simulator.

The second part of the event involved the girls
building and programming a Droid to complete a
range of tasks as well as designing a use for the
Droid. Out of approximately 16 teams at the event, it
was the group of Year 8 girls from Okehampton
College who came out triumphant, winning
themselves a range of goodies to take home. The
winning design was to help elderly people who live
alone with their daily jobs and to keep them
company. Big Congratulations to Hannah Brett,
Maisie Dine, Louisa Lynn, Sophie Smith, Heidi
Waite-Timms and Millicent Walker, who were
praised with their creativity both in the design and
function of the Droid and for preparing a very
energetic and persuasive presentation to the
judges.

The Winning Team!



KS4 Science students (Years 10 and 11):
Teachers have set 3 termly revision quizzes on Show My Homework.   How much will you improve your
scores in Biology, Chemistry and Physics? You have 3 attempts… deadline is Friday 5 January

Year 11 Mock Review: The key ideas from the mock have been put together in one handy revision
worksheet – one side of useful notes and one side of practice exam questions designed to support your
learning. Please complete the questions by Friday 5 January when we will look at the answers in the
lesson. A copy is also on Show My Homework and in the W drive (search for Science and the ‘Ready to
Revise’ folder).

Science Surgeries:
Do you have a question? Do you want help with that homework or just need something explaining?
Come along to the weekly Science Surgeries for help from the experts!

·   Monday lunchtimes in 415 with Mr Every

·   Tuesday lunchtimes in 416 with Miss Fernandez

·   Thursday lunchtimes in 410 with Dr Kelly

Information for Science Students…

Thank you! Non-School Uniform day (June)  & Sponsored Walk  (September)
Firstly, a huge thank you to all the students who took part in the above fund raising days.  Your amazing
effort raised £2,517 which has gone towards the construction of a third counselling room as well as
funding more vital counselling sessions.  Your generosity really is appreciated.

Can you help? Volunteer Trustees
We are seeking two Volunteer Trustees. One to provide some Human Resources support and guidance
to assist with the Charities’ objectives and another to help with writing, applying and completing funding
applications.  Our small and friendly team of existing Trustees would warmly welcome new members to
assist them in maintaining and running this fantastic and essential charity committed to helping children
and young people in and around Okehampton.
Please get in touch if you would like any further information or an application form contact us via the links
below. admin@torsupportservices.org.uk   or www.torsupportservices.org.uk

Update from Tor Support…
Tor Support provides free, professional, confidential counselling for young people aged 5-25 in
Okehampton and its surrounding parishes.  We also have good links with other organisations and we can
help you to find your way to the support you need. Reg Charity No 1163407

Students of Miss Mott, our singing teacher, recently achieved some wonderful marks in their London
College of Music 'Pop Vocals' and 'Music Theatre' exams.
In the Music Theatre exams there were distinctions for Hetty Vallance (G6), Imogen Flack (G3) & Emma
Pike (G3), and merits for Faye Pimlott (G4) and Felicity Penrose (G6).
For Pop Vocals, Niamh Jarvis-Cooke and Sofia Reichert were both awarded distinctions at G2, and there
were merits for Skye O'Sullivan (G1) and Rebecca Frost (G2).  Special mention goes to Niamh who
scored 94/100 and Imogen and Hetty, who both scored 90/100.

Congratulations to all the singers who took these exams earlier this month, especially to those who had
never taken a music exam before and thanks to Roger Cleverdon for accompanying the Music Theatre
singers so brilliantly!

Singing Students' Successes!

mailto:admin@torsupportservices.org.uk    
mailto:admin@torsupportservices.org.uk    
http://torsupportservices.org.uk/
http://torsupportservices.org.uk/


This half term Year 9 A&B (including some Year 8 students) teams played QE at
home and won!
Year 7& 9/10 played away at St Peters and won.
Year 9 and 10 played St Josephs Year 10 won and Year 9 drew.
Year 7 & 8 vs St Josephs Year 7 won and Year 8 drew.
Year 7,8,9.&10 away at Launceston all teams won.
Year 7,8,9&10 vs Tavistock all teams won.
We have more fixtures after Christmas.

Cross Country
Exeter and District Cross Country was held at Blundells on 8 November.
Congratulations to the following students who finished in the top 16 : Kasey Day,
Imogen Sutton, Millie Wilson, Oliver Cleave, Grady Alford-Simmons, Joel Culwick,
Alex Hitchin, Lizzie Elston, Sam Priday, Tom mason, Kit Rush.

These athletes then went on to compete at the Exeter Vs East Devon Cross Country
Event at Blundells on 29 November. The following students: Oliver Cleave, Grady
Alford-Simmons, Sam Priday, Molly Marvin, Caleb Bourne finished in the top 16 and

          are invited to compete in the County Championships on  20 January at Stover.

Medal at South West Regional Athletics Indoor Championships

Two Year 9 students won silver medals at the recent indoor Athletics Championships
at Cardiff. Leon Biaggi came second in a thrilling high jump competition where he
gained a superb personal best with a 1m 70cm jump. This was a significant
achievement for Leon as he has made impressive progress this year in athletics.

Katie Chapman also secured a silver medal, this time in the long jump. Whilst slightly
disappointed with her performance she should be very pleased to have secured a
silver medal in this event.

          Congratulations to both students and we look forward to seeing how are they perform
          in other events during this indoor season

Netball

Well done to everyone!

Sports Fixtures

Thank you to everyone who is currently in the correct College uniform of 100%
black shoes, black tailored trousers/skirt/shorts, white collar and College
jumper.  Indeed, with only a handful of students left in each House still to
tackle, we are confident that as of September 2018 we will have 100%
compliance.

Please note that if you are looking to buy new uniform over the Christmas
period then it must comply with our policy.  Whilst trousers have been our
current focus you should try to ensure that they are black, not in a jean style
(i.e. no external pockets or studs) and not skin tight.

We have also noticed a handful of students who have had recent facial
piercings… these are NOT allowed in College and must be taken out during
College time.

Uniform Update



Crafty Classes
Extra English Years 7,8 and 9 have been busy in
the run up to Christmas with a craft projects.

Planned to promote Literacy through developing
listening skills, following both verbal and written
instructions, using imagination, hand/eye co-
ordination (handwriting), concentration,
commitment, resilience, spatial awareness these
little cardboard and felted chaps have tested the
patience of even our most laid back students.

Throughout the project, students have been
tasked with producing some written work in the
form of leaflets and/or evaluation posters, to
explain method and demonstrate new skills.
Students have been asked to critique their own
and each others work constructively which again
is challenging at the best of times.

For most the departure from working with 2D to
3D was challenging.  For the Reindeer, each
student was given a sheet of seasonal card and a
choice of  template. Students then had to work
out the best way to budget the card, cut the
figures out accurately, make decisions on pattern
co-ordination, work out which bits went where,
construct said Reindeer and then self evaluate
their project.
I think they did rather well!

Our second project was to design something
suitable to give as a gift and make it using
woollen tops and felting needles. Students had to
learn the ancient art of dry felting using multiple
and single needles (without stabbing themselves
too often) to mould a 'piece of fluff' into something
that bore some resemblance to their 2D design.
Once again fantastic outcomes for all who
attempted the 3D art.

Well done guys, have a very merry, safe
and warm Christmas break.

Mrs Arnett
Literacy intervention Officer



Ms Mclintock, Mrs Hachipuka and the 6th Form Mental
Health Ambassadors attended the Living Life ToThe
Full (LLTTF) training this term at Exeter University.
The course was run by EH4MH and is aimed at devel-
oping young people’s awareness of their Mental
Health.  We plan to train up our PSHE staff and Year
12 Mentors in order to deliver the programme in Year 7
PSHE lessons and in tutor times.  We really feel it is so
important for us all to understand how we can manage
our Mental Health on an everyday basis, just as we

manage our Physical Health.  We hope that the programme will give Year 7s the tools to
do this as they grow and progress through their time at Okehampton College.  As a
school we are very focused on implementing various opportunities and programmes so
as to improve our Mental Health awareness as a Whole School.

LIVING LIFE TO THE FULL!

House News..
HOUSE CAPTAINS

Thank you to all of the House Captains who have made an excellent start this term in helping their
Student Progress Leaders and in being great role models for their House.

ASH House: Ben Bowles, Lucy Wiseman, Jay Porter
BEECH House: Grace James, Phoebe Muir, Trevelyan Morgan
ELM House: Lucinda Aveyard, Millie Dennis
OAK House: Katie Thorne, Jonty Brett, Amelia Townsend
Maple House: Taylor Bishop, Reuben Bourne, Abbie Morl

INTERHOUSE COMPETITION
We have had many Inter House events run this term:
Netball, Cross Country, Tag Rugby, Badminton, European Day of Language Quiz, Year 7 Science Safety
Poster Competition, Achievement and Attendance.
Competitions next term to add to the scores will be Chess, Maths Easter Quiz, Chemistry Poster Compe-
tition, Football and lots more!

The Results at present are:

1st Place – Elm House with 63 pts
2nd Place – Beech House with 57pts
3rd Place –  Ash House with 56pts
4th Place – Maple House with 53pts
5th Place – Oak House with 51 pts

Well done everyone and
keep representing your House!

Who will win the Cup this year?!



Rehearsals are fully underway for our
next big College Production, the classic,
My Fair Lady.  We hope you will come
to support our students and enjoy the
show which will take place at the end of
January.  (See details on the poster).

We do have an appeal however, for
help with props and would be eternally
grateful if you could help with any of the
following:

- A chaise longue

- A gramophone – as in ‘His Masters
Voice’

- Small carts

- Wooden crates and barrels to sit on

- An old fashioned birdcage

-    A wooden desk for a study

Please contact vberry@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk
if you can help.
Also, please contact
cmorrison@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk if you
would like to sponsor us by advertising in the show
programme.

mailto:vberry@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk
mailto:cmorrison@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk 
mailto:cmorrison@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk 


Child Protection
Our Child Protection Officers are:

Mrs Charlie Edwards
Mrs Nick Stoneman
Mr Sean Freeman

If you have any concerns regarding the safety and wellbeing of any
student, please feel free to contact one of our Child Protection
Officers.

During holidays anyone can contact the Multi Agency Safeguarding
Hub (MASH) on 0345 55 1071 if they have a concern about a child
or young person.

Child Protection and Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.
Please contact a Child Protection Officer if you have any concerns
about a young person’s safety or well-being.

Telephone our Direct line number:
01837 650914
Or via college switchboard: 01837 650910

Click on the icons to go direct to our
Enrichment programme listing the

Extra Curricular activities.

Click on the newsletters here
to go to the College Newsletters Archive

http://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/extra-curricular-activities.html
http://e=learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?Dd=191948
http://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/newsletters.html


Print WorkshopNews from our



Dates for your diary & forthcoming events

Month Date Event
Autumn Term 2017

December 2017 Friday 15 December Last Day of Term
Spring Term 2018

January 2018 Wednesday 3 January All Pupils Return

February 2018

Thursday 8 February Parents’ Evening
Year 8 & Year 12

Monday 12 - Friday 16
February Half Term

Monday 19 February All Pupils Return

March 2017

Thursday 22 March Parents’ Evening
Year 11 & Year 13

Thursday 29 March Last Day of Term

Friday 30 -Friday 13 April Easter Holidays
Summer Term 2018

April 2018 Monday 16 April All Pupils Return

May 2018

Thursday 10 May Parent’s Evening
Year 7 & Year 10

Monday 7 May May Day Bank Holiday

Mon 28 May - Fri 1 June Half Term

June 2018

Monday 4 June All Pupils Return

Thursday 21 June
Last Year 11 Exam

(Individual exam dates for
students tbc)

Wednesday 27 June

 Yr 11 Graduation Fair
(by invite only) 2-3.20pm
Graduation Evening for
students and parents

Friday 29 June Year 11 Ball

July 2018
Tuesday 24 July Last Day of Term

Wednesday 25 July Non-Pupil Day

26 July 2017 Non-Pupil Day



“Nothing but the best is good enough”
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