
It is amazing to think that we are half way through the autumn term already.
Students are very much settled into the new school year and are enjoying all the
opportunities that are available to them. On Wednesday students were engaged in
their first Extended Learning Day and I visited classrooms to see the various
activities that were going on.    As part of the Extended Learning Day we have
reinstated the Careers Fair which inspired the Year 10 and 11 students to think
about their future aspirations.  We also welcomed pupils from Holsworthy College
and Queen Elizabeth’s School, Crediton, to this event and it proved to be very

successful with students coming away with lots of ideas and thoughts for future careers.

Although we are breaking for half term on Friday, events will still be continuing over this week with
the Expressive Arts Faculty off to New York and the Geography Department heading off to
Iceland.    The students seem to be very excited about these trips and we wish them all a safe
journey and an amazing time.

Thank you to all those who attend the Parents’ Evening on Thursday night.  It was lovely to hear
so many positive comments of how well the Year 7 students have settled into College life and the
excellent start the Year 12 students have made to their A-Level studies.

On our return after the half term break, the Year 11 students will begin with their first set of internal
exams.  These exams are very important in preparing the students for the real exams which they
will be taking next summer and we would therefore ask parents to support students in their study
and to feedback to us any issues that we can address in exam preparation as part of our provision.

Finally, can I draw to your attention the upcoming PTFA events which we have taking place.
The PTFA Christmas Fair will be held once again at Okehampton’s Edwardian Evening on
Thursday 7 December 2017 and the Ashbury Social Event will be taking place in January 2018.
The PTFA supports many College activities and we are grateful to them for all their support.
Having attended the recent AGM meeting, I am aware that they would really value any support
however small in preparation for these events and would also be grateful for anyone who feels
they can join the committee.  Should you wish to involve yourself, please contact Mrs Carol
Chapman at cchap@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk

I hope that you all have a lovely half term break and we look forward to welcoming students back
on Monday 30 October 2017.

Derrick Brett
Headteacher
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From Monday 11th to Tuesday
12th September, we were given
the amazing opportunity to visit
Cambridge University, recently
ranked by Times Higher
Education as the second best
university in the world!

Despite planning on going on a
trip to one of the most
prestigious universities in the
world (Cambridge)
Okehampton College decided it
would be appropriate to leave
at the un-civilised hour of 7am.
Then once we had left it was a
6-hour journey there, during
this journey due to Mr Sproats
hitting the forced speed limit of
the minibus we were jolted
back and forth the whole way to
Cambridge. However, in spite
of these challenges we arrived
and Mrs Offer began her
reminiscing as she pointed out
the different buildings. Once we
got off the bus we were in
Downing College which itself
had magnificent architecture,
we were greeted by our guide
who explained that we were
going to do the trip backwards
so we began by going to a
museum.

As soon as we arrived, we went
to the Whipple Museum of the
History of Science, where we
participated in a session based
on Charles Darwin, including
viewing a first edition of
Darwin’s ‘Origin of Species’.
This provided an insight into
the way students of the
University are expected to
study and learn. The only
downside of this workshop was
that Mr Sproats managed to
smash a slide on one of
Charles Darwin’s microscopes!

At the museum we critically
analysed some evidence
surrounding Darwin’s theory of
Natural Selection and the next
day analysed a poem with a

fellow: which were both
interesting and this encouraged
us to consider and reason the
information given in groups and
independently. This is
sometimes over-looked in usual
lessons due to a fast pace of
learning information.

We were staying in Downing
College as part of an outreach
programme they run -  even
though there are undeniably a
large number of privately
educated students within
Cambridge university there is
also a growing number of state
school students. So,
Cambridge university was on a
mission to convince us that it
wasn’t as elite as it first seems.
Furthermore, the tuition fees
may seem insurmountable but
so are all universities and as
Mrs Offer explained, items such
as food if bought through the
university have massive
subsidies due to the immense
wealth of the Colleges within
Cambridge university.
Therefore, in some ways to be
a Cambridge student is
surprisingly cheaper.
We were also able to visit many
other colleges, including Trinity,
which is the largest College in
either of the Oxbridge
universities by number of
undergraduates, with 32 Nobel
Prizes won by Trinity students.
We were extremely lucky to
visit this college, which was
supposed to be closed to
visitors. However, Mrs. Offer
used her powers of persuasion
and we were even given a
guided tour by one of the
students!

Early on Tuesday, we ate a
cooked breakfast and walked
through Cambridge to the River
Cam. Here, we were punted up
the river, providing fabulous
views of the city. This was
probably one of the highlights

of the trip, since it was a very
sunny morning, the river was
not yet busy, and the scenery
was spectacular.
Finally, many students may
believe the best university to go
to has the best course but
personally it is more to do with
the life you can build there:
considering you will be living
there for the next few years not
merely studying. So, I think the
school were trying to show us
Cambridge as a city with real
people rather than just some
old expensive buildings with
posh books and even more
posh people inside therefore
we spent a lot of time exploring
the city as Mr Sproats and Mrs
Offer tried to help us envisage
that Cambridge university could
be a real prospect.
Okehampton College choose to
run this trip to raise aspirations;
despite this well-placed
intention at the beginning of the
trip many people expressed
disbelief that they could ever be
a part of Cambridge University.
However, by the end of the trip
I think most of us believed we
could certainly try!

Overall, we were very inspired
by the beauty of the city and
the passion of those we met
(including both lecturers and
students alike). We learnt much
about the application process
and the steps the application
team takes to ensure that only
the best of the best attend the
University.

Written by Molly Marvin and
Lauren James

Post 16 Students Visit





Eyjafjallajökull
Can you say it - or even better spell it?   The
towering glacier-capped strato volcano
Eyjafjallajokull is probably the most famous
volcano in the world today.  The volcano has
erupted relatively frequently since the last
glacial period, most recently in 2010.
Eyjafjallajokull consists of a volcano which is
completely covered by an ice cap. The ice cap
covers an area of about 100 square kilometres
(39 sq mi) and it has many outlet glaciers.
The mountain itself stands 1,651 metres
(5,417 ft) at its highest point. It has a crater
3–4 kilometres (1.9–2.5 mi) in diameter that
opens to the north.   Mrs Wheeleker’s  Year 11
Student, Joel Hooper wrote this mnemonic
poem to help him remember the spelling whilst
studying it for GCSE Geography Global
Hazards case study.    It may work for you too!

inch

Explosions, bangs, come from the spout.Yellow magma flows quickly out.(Jolt, Jostle,) ‘Just get to your feet!Aye, mate, we got to retreat!Flee, quick, the farm is in wrecks,Just keep going, Oh look! Bloomin’ ecks!’All of Iceland is a lot darkerLooks like vision needs to be sharperLying in cabin, resting, no debate,‘Alright. Seems like we have to wait……Jees, oh man, our farm is destroyed!Oh, got such reason to be annoyed!Kill time, come on, it’s all flooded.Up your effort, do well, get your handsblooded.
Livin’ ere, such trouble, but that’s nothin’ yet,Liven up boy, in Iceland, that’s what you’dget!’

By Joel Hooper Year 11

Year 7 have been been looking at
'Fantastic Places'.  Recent
Homelearning was to write a postcard
about their own fantastic place.
Avenie Hamilton came up with the
idea of sending me her Fantastic
Place in the post which was delivered
to my pigeon hole in the Staff Room.
The quality of her work was brilliant
and it was lovely to receive.

Well done Avenie!

Mrs Wheeleker
Teacher Geography



To: Year 9 boys & girls and Year 10 girls only
Don’t forget to return your vaccination forms for the Diphtheria, Tetanus
and Polio (combined) and Meningitis ACWY jabs.   If any students
have lost the consent form they can collect a new form from the first aid
room.

Click on the newsletters here
to go to the College Newsletters Archive

Click on the icons to go direct to our
Enrichment Pogramme listing the
Extra Curricular activities.

Our Child Protection Officers are:  Mrs Charlie Edwards
Mrs Nick Stoneman
Mr Sean Freeman

If you have any concerns regarding the safety and wellbeing of any student,
please feel free to contact one of our Child Protection Officers.

During holidays anyone can contact the Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub
(MASH) on 0345 55 1071 if they have a concern about a child or young person.

Child Protection and Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.  Please contact
a Child Protection Officer if you have any concerns about a young person’s
safety or well-being.

Telephone our Direct line number:
01837 650914

Or via college switchboard: 01837 650910

Child Protection

http://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/newsletters.html
http://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/extra-curricular-activities.html


New sQuid Online & Mobile App for parents coming soon…
sQuid have listened to parents’ feedback and have two exciting new product
launches lined up – a brand new sQuid Online portal & Mobile App which will be
launching over the coming weeks. These improvements allow parents to manage
multiple child accounts easily, using a single login.
For more information, please go to the sQuid web page: squidcard.com/2016
New sQuid Online portal
A brand new sQuid Online portal for parents that’s quicker, easier to use and
includes a whole host of new features. The all new look-and-feel has been designed
to make managing multiple children and top ups effortless and more convenient for
parents.
New sQuid Mobile App
Perfect for busy parents, the new sQuid App for iOS and Android devices allows
you to access your sQuid account wherever you are: on the bus, in the shops, or
walking the dog! A more convenient way to pay, with the sQuid App you can top up
and manage your account in a few simple taps.
You will receive an email from sQuid that contains the direct web link to the new
sQuid Online portal.  Please ensure that you bookmark this link so that you can
easily find it the next time you need to log in and top up in the new portal, as you
can’t go back to the existing portal once you have accessed the new portal.

Please look out for the emails from sQuid to enable you to access your child’s
account once the new portal is live. Any balances in the accounts will automatically
transfer.

For those of you who have been experiencing difficulties with this system, we would
like to take this opportunity to say thank you for your patience whilst sQuid have
been ironing out the problems.

Update re sQuid Payments





>>Okehampton College Big Band Performances

It would
be great
to see

you there!



PTFA
Here at Okehampton College we have a very successful but small PTFA.   The PTFA plays
an important part of College life and provides the extra funding different departments in the
College need to buy equipment or resources that are not supplied through the normal school
budget.

We would love to see some new faces and particularly would love to meet some of the new
parents just joining Okehampton College with children starting Year 7.
Unfortunately for such a large college we have a tiny number of teachers and parents on our
committee.  We only meet maybe 6 times a year. We have two annual events and one
biannual event so there's not too much to commit too.  We welcome new ideas and are a very
friendly bunch. If you would like to register your interest but can't make the meeting please
feel free to email us at - CCHAP@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk

Get involved!
Make a difference!

Come and support the PTFA  on Thursday 7�� December in the Charter
Hall in Okehampton.
This is one of our biggest Fundraisers.  A letter with more information
will come home later in the the term with details of how
you can support us and offering a chance to win not just
one of our hampers but also a Weekend Break in a VW
Campervan!  Kindly donated by O’Connors Campers.

We look forward to seeing you on the
evening.

Date for your Diary..

At the

Thursday 7th December
in the Charter Hall Okehampton

A few of the lovely stalls at a previous College Christmas Fayre.





Dates for your diary & forthcoming events

Month Date Event
Autumn Term 2017

October 2017
Mon 23rd  - Fri 27th October Half Term

Mon 30th October All Pupils Return

November 2017

Thursday 9th

 November

Parents’ Evening    Year 10
& Year 13

Wednesday 22nd November Parents’ Evening    Year 9

Friday 24th November Non-Pupil Day

December 2017
Wednesday 6th December Parents’ Evening    Year 11

Friday 15th December Last Day of Term
Spring Term 2018

January 2018 Wednesday 3rd January All Pupils Return

February 2018

Thursday 8th February
Parents’ Evening
Year 8 & Year 12

Monday 12th  - Friday 16th

February
Half Term

Monday 19th February All Pupils Return

March 2017

Thursday 22nd March Parents’ Evening
Year 11 & Year 13

Thursday 29th March Last Day of Term

Friday 30th - Friday 13th April Easter Holidays
SummerTerm 2018

April 2018 Monday 16th April All Pupils Return

May 2018

Thursday 10th May Parents’ Evening
Year 7 & Year 10

Monday 7th May May Day Bank Holiday

Monday 28th May - Friday 1st

June
Half Term

June 2018 Monday 4th June All Pupils Return

July 2018
Tuesday 24th July Last Day of Term

Wednesday 25th July Non-Pupil Day

Thursday 26th July Non-Pupil Day
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