
Twitter account
www.twitter.com/okehamptoncc

The Okeha pton College

Keeping you informed
e s e er

Facebook
www.facebook.com/okehamptoncollege

June 2017  Issue 17

Derrick Brett
Head Teacher

Newsletter

We have now come to the end of the GCSE and A-Level exam season and the students
have conducted themselves very well.  The Key Stage 3 Awards Evening and Year 11
Graduation were very enjoyable on Wednesday 21 June and it was a pleasure to celebrate
the successes of so many students.

The Year 11 Ball was as entertaining as always with students arriving to the event in an
assortment of transport including tractors, a Gregory lorry and even a steam engine.  The
Year 13 Ball takes place tonight and I am sure that this will be just as good a celebration
for students.

We were disappointed that Sports Day was postponed on Wednesday, however the forecast was for
rain for the majority of the day.  The new date for Sports Day is now Wednesday 5 July and I would once
again like to remind parents of the need to make sure that students come prepared with sun cream, hats and
water.

The hot weather last week raised the issue of uniform and the students desire to be comfortable in extremely
hot weather.  I have met with Student Council members this week to talk about reforms which they would like
to make to the uniform policy.

Curriculum Extension Week is just a week away and we will be reminding students of the importance of
representing the College, themselves and yourselves well while they are away.  This is an exciting
opportunity for students to experience trips and adventures that they may not otherwise have and which they
will remember for a long time.  We hope that everyone has a fantastic week and returns ready for the last
week of term.

Next week the Key Stage 3 Expressive Arts Showcase ‘Contrasts’ will be taking place on Tuesday 4 July
and Wednesday 5 July in the Octagon Theatre at 7.00pm.   This is a celebration of the Art, Dance, Fashion,
Textiles, Drama and Music that the Key Stage 3 students do and is always a pleasure to watch.
Refreshments and a licensed bar will be available and tickets can be purchased from Mrs Morrison in the
Curriculum Support Office cmorrison@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk  There will also be a display of
GCSE Artwork in the Sports Hall from 4.00pm – 8.00pm.

We are now one week into our ‘Ready to Learn’ pilot where we are focusing on low level disruption in
classrooms.  So far things have gone very well and we value your feedback and thoughts should you wish
to share them with us.

Even though we are still three weeks away from the end of term which is Friday 21 July, this will be my last
newsletter for the summer term and I would, therefore, like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very
enjoyable summer.



The Annual Awards Evening was held on 21st June and 350 students received awards from College staff.
The evening, attended by 700 guests, commenced with the Key Stage 3 Awards, where teachers in each faculty area nominated students for awards
that covered excellence, improvement, effort and House awards which reward student contribution to either their tutor group, or active participation in
House activities.
The ceremony also
included the
presentation of the
Year 9 Junior
Graduation Awards
by the Executive
Principal, Daryll
Chapman.
The Year 11
Graduation
Ceremony then
followed.  During
this event students
receive graduation
points for the
various aspects of
College life that the College and the
community think are important.  In order
to graduate, each student must gain a
minimum score in areas of attendance
and approach to learning.  The more
points gathered and recorded, the
further up the leader board a student
graduates.
Guests also had the opportunity to
watch the work of Year 11 Media
Studies students who had put together a
video trailer as part of their course work.
Arron Wilson, Awards Evening
Coordinator said: ‘This was an opportunity for parents to glow with pride and for the college to publicly recognise the achievements of so many of our
students.  The evening was a real success and I would like to thank everybody who supported it’.

Annual Awards Evening 2017



Important Notice:
Curriculum Extension Week

 10th  - 14th July 2017
With only a week remaining before CE Week 2017 gets underway, it has been
disappointing to find that some students still have outstanding balances for their
chosen trip. Whilst it is late in the day to make a decision regarding withdrawing a
student from a trip for non-payment of the trip fee, the College would have to
respond in order to ensure that it is fair to all the students and parents who have
paid in full. Please help us to make sure that all students are able to take part in
their chosen activity by paying in full on or before Thursday 6th July 2017. Failure to
do so will mean your child being withdrawn.

Curriculum Extension Week is a learning experience for students, staff and parents
alike. Every year we gain new knowledge that helps us plan for the following year.
However, a consistent issue for all those staff taking students on residential
activities is the problems caused when parents contact their child whilst they are
away. For many students, staying away from parents and family during CE Week is a
real challenge. Trips are designed to keep students busy, active and on the go in
order to reduce any anxiety they might be feeling about being away from their
family. Inevitably one or two may need more support than others. When this
occurs, College staff will provide this support and have done so many times in
previous years to get the student over the initial hurdle. Whilst your child is away
please let College staff leading the trip look after your child. Please can I ask you to
not contact your child directly whilst they are away. If you need to get a message to
them then please go through the College Reception who will make contact with the
Party Leader on your behalf. If staff on any residential feels that they need to
contact parents during the trip they will initially contact the College. College
Reception staff will then contact the relevant parents to provide the Party Leader’s
contact details. In exceptional circumstances the Party Leader may allow students
to contact home directly.

All students and staff are looking forward to a tremendous CE
Week in 2017. Please help us ensure that it is and that your child
takes away a cherished memory of their school life that will
remain with them for many years to come.

Curriculum

Extension week



Contrasts is a showcase of talent from the
Expressive Arts Faculty. The show will

contain dance – Btec group and KS3 dance
group, Big Band, vocal and instrumental

soloists, KS3 drama group, Year 10 drama
group, a catwalk display of dresses and
corsets made by textiles students and a

GCSE Art exhibition.

Tickets are available from
cmorrison@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk.

Please note, the show will be in the Octagon
Theatre at 7pm and the GCSE Art exhibition

in the Sports Hall from 4 -8.30.
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JOB VACANCIES AT OKEHAMPTON COLLEGE

Teacher of Art – Full time – Temporary to cover Maternity – TPS

Job Term:          Required from 30 October 2017
Closing Date:     Wednesday 5 July 2017
Interview Date: Wednesday 19 July 2017

_______________________________________________________________________

Pastoral Liaison Officer – Full time temporary for 2 years
Job term:         Required from September 2017
Hours: 1443 hours per annum (term time plus non pupil days)
                         Monday to Thursday 8.30am – 4.30pm and Friday 8.30am – 4.00pm  (30 minute lunch break)
Salary: £9.37 per hour
Closing date:  Wednesday 5 July 2017

_____________________________________________________________________________

Teaching Assistant (Level 2) supporting EAL – Temporary for 1 year
Start Date: Required from September 2017
Salary: £8.36 per hour
Hours:  1330 hours per annum
  08:30 – 16:30 Monday to Friday, term time
Closing Date: Thursday 6 July 2016

________________________________________________________________________________________

Teaching Assistant (Level 1) – Temporary for 1 year
Start Date: Required from September 2017

Salary: £7.83 per hour

Hours:  1140 hours per annum

Monday to Friday 08:30 – 15:30 during term time

Closing Date: Thursday 6 July 2017

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Teaching Assistant (Level 2) to support Mathematics - Permanent
Job Term: Required from September 2017
Hours: 1176 hours per annum
  (30 hours per week during term time plus an additional 36 hours to be worked flexibly
  as directed to plan and deliver after school intervention sessions)
Salary:  £8.36 per hour
Closing Date: Thursday 6 July 2017
Interview Date: Monday 17 July 2017
___________________________________________________________________________________________





https://royalsociety.org/science-events-and-
lectures/2017/summer-science-exhibition/

https://royalsociety.org/science-events-and-lectures/2017/summer-science-exhibition/exhibits/




Important Information for Parents/Carers:
Please be aware of new safeguarding guidance, ‘Keeping Children Safe’

Paragraph 117 - Parents/Carers using Facebook,Twitter and other social media to make derogatory
remarks about staff is not acceptable under the prohibition on reporting and publishing allegations about
teachers in section 141F of the Education Act 2002.  Schools across the country are reporting issues
relating to the misuse of social media sites.  If any such abuse of these sites regarding Okehampton
College takes place, appropriate action will be taken.

The Federation Safeguarding and Child Protection policies can be accessed via the College website
www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk or a paper copy will be made available upon request.

Dates for your diary & forthcoming events
Month Date Event

July 2017
Friday 21st July Last day of Term

Monday 24th July Non-Pupil Day
Tuesday 25th July Non-Pupil Day

Autumn Term 2017

September 2017
Mon 4th September Non-Pupil Day

Tuesday 5th September Non-Pupil Day
Wednesday 6th September All Pupils Return

Friday 9th September Sponsored Walk

October 2017 Mon 23rd  - Fri 27th October Half Term

Mon 30th October All Pupils Return

November 2017 Friday 24th November Non-Pupil Day

December 2017 Friday 15th December Last Day of Term

Spring Term 2018
January 2018 Wednesday 3rd January All Pupils Return

February 2018
Monday 12th  - Friday 16th

February
Half Term

Monday 19th February All Pupils Return

March 2018 Thursday 29th March Last Day of Term

Friday 30th -Friday 13th April Easter Holidays

SummerTerm 2018
April 2018 Monday 16th April All Pupils Return

May 2018
Monday 7th May May Day Bank Holiday

Monday 28th May - Friday 1st

June
Half Term

June 2018 Monday 4th June All Pupils Return

July 2018
Tuesday 24th July Last Day of Term

Wednesday 25th July Non-Pupil Day

Thursday 26th July Non-Pupil Day
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