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Welcome to the last newsletter of the academic year. Since the last newsletter we have had
numerous opportunities to celebrate the successes of the College students and to reflect on the positive
contributions they make to College life.

On Tuesday 14 July the Expressive Arts evening took place. The Art Department displayed the
GCSE and A Level work that has been submitted this year. The standard of work was exceptional and
there were lots of proud parents there appreciating their children’s work. In the Octagon Theatre we
witnessed some excellent musical performances and a display of the art textiles work which GCSE

students have completed this year. The evening culminated in an abridged performance of Matilda where the singing and
dancing was outstanding. Thank you to everyone involved, it was a very enjoyable evening.

On Wednesday 15 July we held our sports day. The format was changed this year to try to get as many
students as possible involved, so that along with the traditional athletics events other activities took place such as tug of
war, wellie wanging and wacky races. These events were enjoyed by the students who took part in them. The highlight
of the day was the Year 9 1500 metres when Sam Priday broke the College record that has stood since 1978.
Congratulations as well to Katie Chapman, Year 9 who came second in the National Junior Girls 75m Hurdles and to
Leon Biaggi, Year 9 who jumped 1.72m in the high jump and came 17th in the Country. Very well done!

On Thursday 16 and Friday 17 July we had the Rewards Film event. This is an opportunity to acknowledge
all those students whose behaviour or attendance has been outstanding all term. We are always so pleased at how many
students qualify to attend this event and to have an opportunity to thank them for their efforts.

Last week was Curriculum Extension Week, the feedback from students is that they had an excellent time. The last
trip arrived back on Saturday afternoon and feedback from venues about the conduct of the students has been
overwhelmingly positive. As I said to the students in the assemblies before they left, it is only through the continued good
reputation of the students of the College that we are able to continue with this excellent event. I hope they have had
adventures that they will never forget. Plans are already afoot for Curriculum Extension Week 2019.

As we come to the end of the term, I would like to acknowledge the hard work of all those that work at the College
and to say thank you to those that are leaving us for pastures new in September. I wish them the best of luck in their new
ventures, whether it be promotion, relocation or retirement. The new staff joined us for an induction day on Monday and I
am very excited to be working with them in the new year as they bring their experiences to the life of the College.

Finally,please can I take the opportunity to thank you all for your continuing support of the College. It has been a year
of highs and sadly some real lows for the College and throughout, the parental support has been so important and very
much appreciated. I am very grateful to you all for helping to make Okehampton College the community that it is. I hope
the students have a fantastic summer and we look forward to seeing them again in the new school year on Wednesday 5
September 2018.

Mr D Brett
Principal



Ammendment to Issue 16

Apologies to Chloe Crocker for
incorrectly reporting on her outstanding
win at the great Schools Cook off
Competition.  Chloe won the competition
by preparing an excellent menu of
chicken served with a herb sauce, quails
scotch egg, potato gratin and green
vegetables.  And for dessert a lemon
posset chocolate tart and hazelnut brittle.

Vaccination Reminder

Reminder to Year 8 girls, in September, you will need to return their forms for the
HPV vaccination, even if not having the vaccination.

Singing & Music Theory
Exam Successes!

Congratulations! to Miss Mott's Singing
students and Mr Gaughan's Music
Theory students in their recent
exam successes.

Thanks also to Mrs Berry and Mrs
Teixeira for the use of their rooms
for the London College of Music
exams.

ABRSM Music Theory
Jemma Young - Grade 5 - Merit

LCM Music Theatre
Emma Pike - Grade 4 - Distinction
Imogen Flack - Grade 4 - Distinction

LCM Pop Music Vocals
Niamh Jarvis-Cooke - Grade 3 -
Distinction
Sofia Reichert - Grade 3 - Merit
Rebecca Frost - Grade 3 - Merit



Student wins an amazing opportunity!

Year 12 student Philippa Scammell has won a place in the seventh cohort of the Sutton

Trust US Programme, which is run in partnership with the US-UK Fulbright Commission.

Entry to the programme is highly competitive and Philippa was chosen from 1000 of the

UK’s brightest students to be one of the 150 scholars.

The Sutton Trust US Programme allows academically talented low and middle income British students to

explore US higher education and what it would be like to study at a top US university.  As well as supporting

students in their exploration, the programme takes all 150 students for a week-long visit to the US, visiting

different campuses and giving the students a flavour of life stateside.

Speaking of her achievements, Philippa said: "I am beyond privileged to have been selected as a scholar

within such a prestigious programme. The environment is both welcoming and educational, not to mention

exciting too! In the summer I will be staying at Yale University, attending a college fair at Harvard and visiting

multiple universities and colleges, all of which make the process more realistic. I would like to thank the

Sutton Trust and the US-UK Fulbright Commission for making this opportunity possible!"

Mr Neil Sproats, Post-16 Leader at Okehampton College said: “We are all delighted that Pip has been

selected for this programme and are incredibly proud of her as she has worked so very hard to make this

happen. She is such an all-round talented student but stays so modest. I would also like to thank the college

staff, in particular Miss Jo Searle, who have supported Pip going through the process. I am sure it will be an

amazing opportunity and we know Pip will go on to great things in the future.”

Earlier this spring, the students attended two UK residentials to learn about US universities and took an

American admissions exam, the ACT.  At the end of the summer, students on the programme will choose if

they would like to continue to make applications to US universities alongside their UK applications. This

second part of the programme includes admissions guidance from the Fulbright team, including university

choices and support with applications and financial aid processes. 72 members of cohort are heading to the

US this summer to start their studies, after winning places and scholarships to study at American

universities.

The Sutton Trust US Programme is made possible through support from its founding corporate partner, Bank

of America Merrill Lynch, whose investment is matched by Peter Baldwin and Lisbet Rausing who have

generously supported the programme since its launch. The programme is also supported by the Robertson

Foundation, Jerry del Missier, Martin and Antoinette Sullivan, The Neuberger Berman Foundation

and EducationUSA.



..to all those who supported the GCSE
and A Level Art, Textiles and
Photography exhibition.

We had a great turn out and it was
lovely to see two years of hard work by
the students pay off in such a colourful
celebration of their work. We wish them
all the best for the future.

Please note we will contact students in
October with dates that they can collect
their work, until then we are required by
the exam board to keep it in school.

Thank you..

Click on the icons to go direct to our
Enrichment programme listing the

Extra Curricular activities.

Click on the newsletters here
to go to the College Newsletters Archive

http://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/extra-curricular-activities.html
http://e=learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?Dd=191948
http://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/newsletters.html


End of year celebrations going off with a bang in science!

#Teamscience
#donttrythisathome



Dear Parents and Guardians,

 As the governors of your child’s school we feel that it’s important that you are kept up to date with what
the governing board are doing in ensuring that your child’s time in education at our schools is as enjoyable,
safe and successful as possible as well as providing you with what information we can about what the future
of our schools management will look like. This letter, therefore, is designed to be a Governors’ Report to you
of the academic year 2017 - 2018.

 Throughout this year we, as the Governing Board of The Dartmoor Federation, have continued to endeavour
to ensure that all children attending our schools have every opportunity to reach their learning potential. We
have done this by supporting and challenging, when necessary, our senior teaching staff and by ensuring that
each school environment is a safe place to be.

 We passionately believe that the Federation model continues to safeguard the future of our small primary
schools in particular. Whilst there are proven benefits to being part of a federation we also never want our
schools to lose the feeling of individuality and independence that makes our children so proud to represent
their own school.

 As a Full Governing Board, we meet at least once every half term to discuss emerging issues. The Board
also has three sub-committees, namely; (i) Teaching and Learning, (ii) Safeguarding and Behaviour and (iii)
Finance, Health and Safety and Human Resources. Currently, these sub-committees also meet each half term.
In addition to this we have individual governors with specific interest in important areas such as Special
Education Needs and Pupil Premium.

 At the Teaching and Learning meetings all aspects of the primary and secondary curriculum are discussed
and performance data scrutinised. This year, our primary Heads of School have spent time teaching and
observing at other federated primary schools with the aim of raising teaching standards and sharing methods
of best practice.

At the Safeguarding meetings we discuss such diverse subjects as attendance, safety on school trips,
healthy eating, online safety and supporting our LGBT students and staff.

 The Finance committee are responsible for overseeing how the school budgets are spent and ensuring that
our schools remain financially viable. At this particularly challenging period of education funding, you can
be confident that our school leaders and governors are striving to secure additional finances from as many
sources as possible for the benefit of our children.

We try to visit our schools as often as possible to speak to pupils and staff as well as to check site safety and
record keeping.

 National education policy and reform is ever-changing as governments and ministers come and go. We
continue to attempt to keep up to date with the latest issues and proposals being discussed so that we can react

The Dartmoor Federation comprises:

· Boasley Cross Primary School
· Bridestowe Primary School
· Exbourne Church of England Primary School
· Lydford Primary School
· Northlew & Ashbury Parochial Church of England Primary
· Okehampton College

Continued over the page



and plan where necessary. The current government’s plans to increase the number of grammar schools
nationally has, I believe, been put on the back-burner somewhat whilst other morE Urgent matters are the
subject of attention.

  This year saw the biggest change in the management structure of our schools since the Federation was
formed. The formation of The Dartmoor Multi-Academy Trust (MAT), in January 2018, brought 15 Devon
schools together with a shared vision and common values. Our Federation is part of this Trust. The principal
difference between now and this time last year is that our schools funding now comes directly from government
rather than via the Local Authority and, as a result, there is now a bit more flexibility and choice in how the
money is spent. This change also means that there is now an additional layer of governance at Trustee level
with individuals such as Daryll Chapman and Ian Courtney, who have held important roles within the Federation
in the past, now forming part of the Trustee Board and being involved in overseeing the management of the
MAT as a whole. This new structure means that Federation governors are able to focus on a few more local
operational issues rather than strategic ones which, in my view, makes the role more interesting and rewarding.
The transition to the MAT has not been without its teething problems when it comes to some administrative
functions, however, and we are grateful for our staff’s patience and co-operation whilst our senior leaders work
towards resolving these issues. I think it is safe to say, however, that the majority of our children will have
been blissfully unaware of the change in their school’s status over the past year and have instead been able to
focus on continuing to enjoy their time at school and making sure that their white socks are visible beneath
their turned up black school trousers.

 One event that undoubtedly did have an impact on many of our students and staff members at Okehampton
College in particular was the sad passing of one of our teachers, Mr Ed Davis, who will be greatly missed. We
continue to wish Ed’s family well and, as governors, we will ensure that we continue to treat the health and
wellbeing of our staff and students as our highest priority.

There are regularly opportunities for new governors to join our federation board. Any vacancies arising
will be communicated via your child’s school.

The minutes of our meetings are available to view by clicking on the ‘governors’ tab of the Okehampton
College website.

 If you have any questions about any aspect of your child’s schooling your first point of contact should
always be with your child’s class teacher, however, if you would like to contact the governing board you are
welcome to do so via the Chair of Governors c/o Okehampton College.

 Enjoy the summer holidays !

Regards,

Gavin Jordan
Co-opted Governor on behalf of the Governing Board of The Dartmoor Federation.



Under 13 Girls dominated the
cricketing calendar this year due to
their success indoors in the winter and
outdoors during the summer.

In the winter they were crowned Devon
U13 Indoor Cricket Champions. They
then represented Devon in the West of
England Finals in Southampton where
they finished second. A remarkable
achievement given there is 250
secondary schools in the region!

This was then followed this up with a
similar success in the outdoor
competition this summer. After
narrowly losing the Devon Final they
again went through to the Regional
Finals and finished a very impressive
second.

Well done to all involved:
Alicia Stebbing, Chloe Dennis, Flo
Hassell, Louisa Lynn, Anna Crome,
Lily Jones, Sophie Howell, Erin
Pengelly & Casey Plaskett.
Girls cricket in the College is going
from strength to strength.

A special mention must also go to Lucy
Quick, Alicia Stebbing and Chloe
Dennis who have all represented
Devon this summer for their age
groups.

Congratulations also goes to Harry
Mount for his inclusion in the Devon
U12 Cricket Team. Harry has also
represented Okehampton College at
U12-U15 level. Well done!



Saturday 13th October.
Pannier Market,  South Molton.  6pm.  T
ickets £12, £5 Student/Child.
Box Office: 01392 665885.  Two Moors Festival.

Friday 2nd November (tbc).
Bratton Clovelly Village Hall. Tickets £5.

Saturday 10th November.
Northlew Village Hall.  2-4.30pm. Price tbc. To in-
clude a short talk on the History of WW1.

Thursday 6th December.
Edwardian Evening. Charter Hall.

The College Big Band are available to hire for local
events and fundraising concerts.
Enquiries:
jteixeira@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk

Music Update

Phew, what a busy year it has been! As well as the Big Band concerts, school shows
(My Fair Lady and Matilda), whole school events and concerts that many of our players
have been involved in, they have been busy outside of school too. Here are just a few of
the exciting things that have been happening throughout the year:  Taking music per-
formance and theory exams, volunteering for local groups, playing in local community
events,  performances at local food and music festivals, attending workshops and mas-
ter classes, composing and performing music for exhibitions, and one of our A Level stu-
dents also got invited to play for royalty!
We wish all of our students a relaxing and music-filled summer holiday and look forward
to another busy season next year - here are some dates for your diary:



If you have any concerns regarding the safety and well-being of
any student, please feel free to contact Mrs Edwards.  During
holidays anyone can contact the Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub
(MASH) on 0345 55 1071 if they have a concern about a child or
young person.

Child Protection and Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.

Telephone our Safeguarding Direct line number:
01837 650914 Or via college switchboard:

01837 650910

Mrs Charlie Edwards

The Designated Senior Lead for Safeguarding is:

Child Protection







Dates for your diary & forthcoming events

July 2018

Tuesday 24 July Last Day of Term

Wednesday 25 July Non-Pupil Day

Thursday 26 July Non-Pupil Day

Fri 27 July - Fri 31 August Summer Holidays

August 2018
Thursday 16 August* GCE/Alevel Exam Results

Thursday 23 August* GCSE Exam Results

Autumn Term 2018-2019

September 2018

Monday 3 September Non-Pupil Day

Tuesday 4 September Non-Pupil Day

Wednesday 5 September All Pupils Return

October 2018

Friday 19 October Last Day of Term

Mon 22 Oct - Fri 26 Oct Half Term

Monday 29 October 2018 All Pupils Return

November 2018 Friday 23 November 2018 Non-Pupil Day

December 2018
Friday 21 December 2018 Last Day of Term

Mon 24 Dec - Fri 4 Jan 2019 Christmas Holidays

Spring Term 2019

January 2019 7 January 2019 All Pupils Return

February 2019
Mon 18 Feb - Fri 22 Feb Half Term

25 February All Pupils Return

April 2019
Friday 5 April Last Day of Term

Mon 8 April  -  Mon 22 April Easter Holidays

“Our school values a good partnership between school, parents and pupils to ensure the best outcomes for your children. As part
of our commitment to do this, our weekly newsletter provides an important link to news and events happening in the school which
may affect you or your child.
By sending our newsletter electronically, we can communicate with you efficiently, and meet our obligation to safely and effectively
run our school for the benefit of pupils and parents alike. We will always manage your data responsibly and will never sell your
data.
If you would like to find out more about how we use data, please read our Privacy Notice at
www.dartmoormat.org.uk/policies-and-documents

* Results can be collected from College between 0900 and 1100 hours on these two days.

https://www.dartmoormat.org.uk/policies-and-documents.html
https://www.dartmoormat.org.uk/policies-and-documents.html


“Nothing but the best is good enough”
Okehampton College

Okehampton College, Mill Road, Okehampton, Devon, EX20 1PW

www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk
Tel: 01837 650910

Email:  admin@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk
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Mr Derrick Brett
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Mrs Vicky Thornton
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Mr Alan King


