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The Dartmoor Teaching School Alliance
I am delighted that the Dartmoor Teaching School Alliance is proving so popular
with schools across the primary and secondary phases.  Our intention is to
create a truly cross-phase Alliance which can address the real issues and needs
of schools and colleagues across the 0 – 19 age range.  The Alliance is based
upon co-operative values which we defy anybody to tell us are not the values

which we should be either bringing youngsters up by or, indeed, forming the basis of our working
practice.

The Teaching School Alliance is at a very exciting stage of its development.  High quality
continual professional development (CPD) events have already occurred with many more
planned for the future.  We are actively recruiting Specialist Leaders in Education (SLEs) and
Martin Smith, our Director of the Dartmoor Teaching School Alliance, is promoting the work
throughout Devon.  There is a real desire to see our schools develop and it is by working through
true collaboration that we will support schools in the future.  We want to work alongside
colleagues who share our philosophy about education so, if you feel that our cross-phase model
would help support and assist you in your development, please do not hesitate to contact Martin
Smith on 07835 652557 or by email msmith@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk

Ten Tors
Massive congratulations to all of our youngsters who took part in the 2016 Ten Tors Event.
Okehampton College entered teams in the 35, 45, 55 and Jubilee categories and I am delighted
to be able to inform you that all successfully completed this challenge.  Despite blisters and other
ailments, our youngsters conquered the elements and displayed high levels of teamwork and
determination.  A number of youngsters also represented other organisations e.g. Scouts, Cadets
and, indeed, other schools.  We extend our congratulations to them for their successful
completion of this event.

Exam Season Commences
The Exam season commenced this week.  Whilst it will undoubtedly cause some anxieties
amongst our students, I feel they have been fully prepared.  I would like offer my best wishes to
everybody who is taking the external examinations this summer.



We have an exciting STEM (Science Technology, Engineering and Maths), opportunity for
students during the half term break put on by the Engineering Development Trust.

A 3 day specially designed course will offer hands on STEM activities and

• A chance to explore apprenticeship opportunities and compare them with traditional
university studies.

• A company visit to understand the fantastic career opportunities presented by studying a
STEM subject.

• A Routes into STEM workbook to take away, course supervisor, lunch and refreshments.

Apply online at http://www.etrust.org.uk/routes-stem-online-application-2016

Parents of year 10 Students!



On Tuesday May 3rd, all Year 8 and 9 girls took part in the ‘Kind Campaign’.  Lauren
and Molly from America, are the Co-Founders of the Kind Campaign and have
travelled all over America talking to young girls about being Kind to each other and
avoiding ‘Girl on Girl’ bullying.  They have now come to the UK to do the same and
Okehampton was the first school they chose to visit!  Lucky usJ.
The message given to the girls was very powerful.  They all wrote Kind pledges for
themselves and each other and received badges and stickers.   There is now a
“Kind Wall” within the College where students are encouraged to post Kind Pledges
and Apologies and we are pleased to see that this is being used since the Kind
Campaign took place.

We plan to continue the campaign with a Kind Day on the 10th June and to involve
the whole school with the aim of encouraging everyone to be kinder to each other.

Lauren Parsekian & Molly Thompson  - Founders
of the Kind Campaign with College Students.

www.kindcampaign.com



Year 8 girls Southwest schools netball tournament report:
Well done to the Year 7 and 8 girls who represented the College at St Luke’s. It was
a tough afternoon of netball with the girl’s playing 8 matches. They fought well in a
tough pool finishing 1st in their pool of 4. They went on to play in the semi-final being
defeated. This led to the girl’s played a nail biting match for 3rd/4th play-off and
narrowly missed out by 1 goal. Finishing the tournament in 4th position.  They played
some fantastic netball. Particular well done goes to the Year 7’s who played in an
age group above and did really well.

Rounders:
Year 9 & 10 away vs Mount Kelly- very close matches and hard fought games
resulted in wins for Mount Kelly.
Year 7 & 8 home vs Mount Kelly- resulted in a win for Year 7 and a loss for Year 8.
Year 9 &10 at home vs Mount Kelly. Close fought matches once again but this time
wins for Okehampton!
Years 7, 8, 9 &10 away at Launceston resulted in wins for Years 7, 9 and 10 and a
loss for Year 8.

Athletics:
Well done to the Junior and Intermediate teams that attended the Super 8
Competition. The Junior team (Year 7 & 8)  finished 2nd overall and the intermediate
team (Year 9 &10) finished 3rd.

Exeter and District Trials:
Congratulations to the following students who have qualified to represent the Exeter
Area Schools in a competition against East Devon due to be held on Thursday 26th

May 2016:
Prevail Harmony, Becky Rowe, Immy Mawle, Izzy Shannon, Molly Marvin, Livy
Rubbra, Chantelle Tippett, Maddie Arden, Vanessa Garratt, Ella Clarke, Sadie
Carter, Dan Wonnacott,
Arden Frew-Smith, Theo Jackson- Clist, Jordan Hill, Greg Haste, Ryan Balman,
George Dickinson.   Qualification at the next round could result in selection for the
East Devon team at the County round.



Our Under 13 Boys Football Team played in the inaugural Exeter Schools 8-a-side
Football Tournament at Exeter College’s pitches.

They played and won six of their seven matches to reach the semi-final where they
beat Exmouth.

The final ended in a 0-0 draw, and so to penalties which we won 3-1.

In the Devon Cup Round One, unfortunately 3 of our teams had to play Exeter
School who fielded a number of County players in each team, as a result it has only
been our Under 15s who beat Exmouth by six wickets who made it to round two.
We then travelled to Shebbear and in a close match lost by five runs.

We would like to put together a notice board showing photographs
of our most talented sports students.

If you have represented Devon, the South-West, England or the UK at any
sport, we would love to be able to recognise your achievements on this board.

Please could you bring to the PE Office, a photograph in paper
or digital form with a short description of who you represented and your
achievements.

Thank you
Mr Farr.



Huge congratulations to Ben Bowles and Nat Bonfield , who have recently
been credited as National finalists in the Teen Tech Awards 2016.  This is an award
scheme that encourages young people to get involved in designing products that
make the future better.

The Year 9 students have been given the opportunity to 'sell' their idea of a Green
water turbine to highly respectable professionals in the energy field and a host of
celebrities at the Royal Society of Engineering in London next month!

The boys are in the top 3 from a National field of entries and if successful in the
final round could earn themselves a visit to Buckingham Palace and the opportunity
for their idea to be developed by professionals.

This is a huge achievement and we wish Ben and Nat all the very best in the next
round.  Well done boys!

Teen Tech Category Winners at Okehampton College!

All Year Nine students will be sitting formal end of Key Stage Maths tests on Monday
13th June 2016.

The results of these tests will be used when deciding on GCSE groups for next year. We
would appreciate your support in encouraging your child to do some revision at home
in preparation for these tests and to bring in all relevant equipment on the day,
including a calculator.

Revision topic lists have been distributed and will also be available on ‘Show My
Homework’.

If you would like any further details please contact Mrs Nethercott, Assistant Head of
Maths Faculty.

Year Nine End of Key Stage Maths Tests
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Click Here for a link to all
Okehampton College

Newsletters

Child Protection Update!
While Mrs Charlie Edwards is on maternity leave the College Child Protection Officers will
be:

Mrs Nick Stoneman (Full time Child Protection Officer) 01837 650914
Mr Sean Freeman - 01837 650910
Mrs Kelly Hoggins - 01837 650910

Child Protection and Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.  Please contact a Child
Protection Officer if you have any concerns about a young person’s safety or well-being.

Attendance:
A minimum of 180 points needed

The College target is 95% so this is a
realistic goal for all Year 11 students.

 Any holiday taken count against
attendance.

Progress:
A minimum of 180 points needed

A mean score of 180 points for all
subjects.

•Above target = 300

•On target = 200

Below target = 140

Approach to Learning:

A mean score of 120 points for all
subjects.

• mean score of 2 = 80

•mean score of 3 = 120

•mean score of 4 = 160

A minimum of 120 points needed

Final Total:
a minimum of  500 points needed.

Any points lost will be deducted from your total score.

Year 11 Graduation:  Qualifying Criteria

We want you all to succeed -

Be ontarget formostsubjects

Entry to2 Examsor more
attendance

or better
95%

Approachto learningmean scoreof 3 or
above

http://e=learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?Dd=191948
http://e-learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?d=191948


Apostrophes

These can be like the Scarlet Pimpernel – elusive!

When do we use them?
For possession (ownership):
Singular owner
The fireman’s hat is yellow.
The cat’s tail is black.
Jill’s bag has been lost.
Have you seenDylan’s boots?
The dog’s bone is huge.
The child’s toy is broken.
Lewis’ boots are dirty.

Plural owner
The firemen’s hats are yellow.
The children’s toys are broken.
The cats’ tails are black.
The dogs’bones are huge.

For omission (contraction) to show letters are missing:

can’t = cannot
I’m = I am
won’t = will not
shan’t = shall not
haven’t = have not
couldn’t = could not
wouldn’t = would not
shouldn’t = should not
he’s = he is
she’s = she is

it’s = it isOwner ends in s, so just
add the apostrophe.

Remember, the
apostrophe shows
where the missing

letters are.



There are only two reasons for
using an apostrophe: for
possession and for omission.

Only use an apostrophe
for it’s if you really mean

‘it is’.

If the owner ends in s, just
add an apostrophe.

Never, never, never use an
apostrophe to show

plurals.

When not to use an apostrophe

The dogs’ were running on the moors.
The apples’ were bruised.
Lot’s of children went on a sponsored walk.
Cabbage’s can be green, white or red.

These are all
wrong because

they do not
show

possession or
omission.



-     Design a birthday card for the Queen, various prizes for all age categories including adults.  Pick
up an entry form from the Library, closing date 31st May

-     Drop into Okehampton Library and help create a display fit for the Queen.  28th May – 4th June
during Library opening hours

-     Coffee morning and decorate a royal biscuit – Saturday 28th May 10:00-12:00

-     National Bookstart Week ‘Under the Sea’ story and craft activity Wednesday 8th June 10:30
11:30 for children under 5 and their carers.  Limited Bookstart giveaways at this session

-     Okehampton Library is now open every Wednesday 09:00-13:00

@ Okehampton Library

Praise for Students
Upon attending the 'Frankenstein Live Ballet' Cinema Performance, with both Mrs
Thornton and Miss Hayward along with their Year 10 English students, I was approached
by a gentleman at the end of the screening once all the students left, whom questioned
both the College and their ages.

After explaining who we were etc, the gentleman explained how he was a retired teacher
himself and commented on how 'extremely well behaved every student was' and how you
could not 'notice a single person'  due to their 'respect for others within the cinema' by
keeping quiet throughout. When mentioning that we were from Okehampton College, he
continued with, how he 'was not surprised' as he knew of the College's 'great reputation',
which led him to finish with, how this great reputation was truly expressed throughout all
the students who attended the performance and how the College should be 'very proud
of their well behaved, maturity and respect for others'. With these kind comments, the
cinema manager further added to the conversation on how well behaved, and rounded
he thought the students were and that the cinema would be delighted to have them (or
any student for that matter) for future performance trips.

I thought this was great feedback as I believe the students did truly represent the College
and deserve some well recognition for their behaviour. Also, I speak on behalf all of the
students, thanking both Mrs Thornton and Miss Hayward for giving up their spare time to
allow us to watch the incredible performance.

Caleb Stevens
Post-16 Student





Month Date Event
Summer Term 2016

May 2016 Mon 30th May -  Fri 3rd June Half Term

June 2016 Mon 6th June All Pupils Return

July 2016

Weds 20th July Last Day of Term

Thurs 21st July Non-Pupil Day

Fri 22nd July Non-Pupil Day

Autumn Term 2016

September 2016

Thurs 1st September Non-Pupil Day

Thurs 2nd September Non-Pupil Day

Mon 5th September All Pupils Return

Dates for your diary & forthcoming events

Important Information for Parents/Carers:
Please be aware of new safeguarding guidance, ‘Keeping Children Safe’
Paragraph 117 - Parents/Carers using Facebook,Twitter and other social media to make derogatory
remarks about staff is not acceptable under the prohibition on reporting and publishing allegations
about teachers in section 141F of the Education Act 2002.  Schools across the country are reporting
issues relating to the misuse of social media sites.  If any such abuse of these sites regarding
Okehampton College takes place, appropriate action will be taken.

Polite Reminder

Parental/Carer Contributions towards Design & Technology Practical Work
We respectfully remind all parents/carers to make their annual voluntary contribution towards the cost
of materials in accordance with the list below.

Year Group Contribution per Year (2015/2016)
Year 7   £10.00
Year 8   £10.00
Year 9   £10.00
Year 10  £10.00
Year 11  £10.00
Year 12  £15.00

We would like to receive your contribution via SQUID, the College’s secure and easy to use online
payment system.

Your contribution will help cover the cost of materials used to make your child’s projects, for the whole
academic year, in Electronics, Resistant Materials and Textiles.  Once your contribution has been
received, your child may take their project work home.

Your contribution will also help cover the cost of the sundry items used by students within Food
Technology and Catering. However, Food Technology and Catering students are still expected
to provide their own ingredients.

We hope you are able to help support the faculty with this matter.


