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Although it has not been long since the last newsletter, we just wanted to
publish one more before the Easter holidays.  Thank you to all those parents
that attended the Parents’ Evening last Thursday, it was lovely to see so many
people and, of course, for some it will have been the very last Parents’ Evening
at Okehampton College so it was good to hear so many positive comments.

Hopefully the feedback from teachers will inspire those students with exams
approaching to revise appropriately.  The letter from Mrs Payne outlined the support that
faculties are putting on either in school or via Show My Homework.  I hope students will take
advantage of the resources that have been published to them but will also take some time to
relax and enjoy the break.

Last week, the Year 7 students had an assembly promoting the Adventure 7 Programme which
will take place during a week in August and will be delivered by Adventure Okehampton.  It is
a fantastic opportunity which is subsidised through The Rotary Club and Okehampton United
Charities.  A letter was sent home will all Year 7 students last week.  Places are limited so if
your child would like to take part, you will need to drop a completed form into the Post Office or
to the Curriculum Support Office.

The Easter concert took place in the Octagon last night and was a very enjoyable event and
very different from the Christmas concert.  Well done to all those involved and I am sure those
that attended had a very pleasant evening.

I would also like to draw your attention to the fact that one of our former pupils, Rebecca
Chapman, will be representing Wales in the long jump at the Commonwealth Games in
Australia during the course of the Easter holidays.  We are very proud of her here at the College
and hope that you look out for her in the coverage – we wish her the very best of luck.

Finally, I would like to wish you all an enjoyable and relaxing Easter break and look forward
to seeing all our students return on Monday 16 April.

Derrick Brett
Principal
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Dear Parents

Re: Measles, Chicken Pox and Shingles

Please may we ask for your co-operation with an important matter.

One of our pupils is receiving medical treatment for cancer which puts them at risk
if they are exposed to measles, chicken pox or shingles.

Please let us know immediately if your child is suspected of having measles.

Our pupil is also at risk from chicken pox and would need to be given an injection
within three days of contact.  If your child is suspected of having chicken pox, you
should let us know.

It is also important that you let us know if there is shingles in your household.

Your child is not at any risk whatsoever from this situation.  However, the health
and well-being of our pupil who is at risk, does depend on the co-operation of all
other parents and we hope you can help us.

Yours sincerely

Mr Derrick Brett
Principal

BTEC Performing Arts
Dance students had
the amazing
experience of
having two professional dancers from Swindon
Dance Academy and the Centre for Advanced
Training (CAT) take a 2 hour workshop on Thursday
22 March. The students were taken through a variety
of contemporary exercises and movement sequences,
followed by an introduction to street dance with some of
them excelling at breakdancing! It was a
fantastic opportunity which will aid them in
choreographing their exam pieces. The facilitators from
CAT were delighted by the students’ resilience and
enthusiasm.

Congratulations to Year
Year 9 Student Sam Priday
who qualified for the English
Schools Cross Country
event which took place in
Leeds on March 17.   He
ran really well despite the
freezing conditions and
came 2nd for Devon and
65th out of 346 runners!



Recently the College's Pride Alliance group
for LGBTQ students and their supporters held
a Rainbow Cake Sale. The event was a great
success and raised £50 which was donated to
the Intercom Trust - the LGBTQ charity in
Devon and Cornwall. The cake sale helped to
show students what the group does and also
helped to promote acceptance of all at the
College. The photo shows Mr Gurney handing
over a cheque to Lizzie from the Intercom
Trust.

Wear it Yellow  Day

Congratulations to Chloe Crocker

who won the Great Schools Cook Off
competition on Monday at Exeter
College!  After winning the
preliminary round here in
Okehampton College, Chloe
progressed to the competition at
Exeter College. Her dishes consisted
of chicken served with a herb sauce,
quails scotch egg and vegetables and
for dessert a chocolate soufflé served
with shortbread and cream.
Chloe will now go on to cook at the
Exeter Food Festival on Saturday 5
May.

Well done everyone for “wearing it yellow” on
16 March and raising money for Young Minds.
We raised £1088.91.  Some of this will be giv-
en to Tor Support in recognition of all they do
for our young people and some will be kept for
our future Mindfulness Club, the majority will
go to Young Minds.



World
 Autism Awareness

 Week 26 March - 2 April



Login to your Office 365 account and click:-



inch



On the 21 March, 14 Year 9 students were
fortunate enough to participate in the 'Men
in White' workshop, run by The University
of Exeter Medical School. The students
were challenged with solving a
Mystery Crime using a range of
techniques in the state of the art
research facilities at the RILD building
at the Royal Devon and Exeter
Hospital. The techniques the students
tried were microbiological -
identifying mutated yeast strains,
molecular - preparing and analysing
DNA samples and clinical - measuring
blood sugar levels and blood
pressure.
All students worked well and got involved
with the activities and most importantly
solved the mystery.

Over the course of the Spring Term, STEM club have been
working on a project to enter in Shell's 'Bright Idea's'
Challenge. The project itself is still in the design stage and
is top secret, but we have also been designing water
purification systems (pictured) and mini-green houses.
STEM club is open to all students in KS3 on a Wednesday .

Men in White



Do you want to:
o develop skills and add real experience to your CV?
o gain hands-on experience in a tourist attraction?
o support your local community by helping the museum?
o step into the history on your doorstep?

We’re inviting Year 12 Okehampton College students to apply to volunteer at The
Museum of Dartmoor Life in Okehampton.

The museum is developing its social media presence, particularly through Instagram (as
well as Twitter and Facebook) and also looking to digitise its top ten objects through a
new project with Devon Museums.net. It is looking for students who have an eye for
Instagram together with ideas for the digital promotion of objects in the Museum’s
collection.
Informal interviews will take place in late April.  If selected, you will be asked to attend
Discovery training sessions during May, working around your study commitments.  You
will volunteer at the Museum on mutually agreed days from June 25 to July 20.  You will
be asked to help to evaluate the project and to feature in a short film about the project.
You will receive feedback and a reference at the end of your volunteering.

Interested?
To apply, ask Mrs Little for the application form or download via the school
newsletter.  Complete and return the form to Mrs Little by April 19.
South West Museum Development (SWMD) is funded by Arts Council England.  It
is supporting this programme with training, advice and co-ordination.
If you have any questions about this programme please email Eleanor Moore,
Sustainable Volunteering Officer (SWMD) eleanor.moore@bristol.gov.uk or email
Keri Quertier, Museum Manager manager@museumofdartmoorlife.co.uk

YEAR 12 VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITY

YOUNG DEVON MUSEUM VOLUNTEERS 2018

eleanor.moore@bristol.gov.uk
mailto:manager@museumofdartmoorlife.co.uk


APPLICATION FORM – YOUNG DEVON MUSEUM VOLUNTEERS 2018 (Dartmoor Life)*

This information will be used by the Museum to keep in touch with you about your application.  It
will be kept secure and will not be shared with third parties.   Your parent or guardian needs to
consent to this below.

Use this space to tell us why you want to take part.  Tell us about your interests or skills that you
think might be useful. What experience do you hope to get from taking part? Continue on a separate
sheet if necessary/

Special Requirements If you need any special arrangements to be made to attend meetings or if you
have any medical conditions you would like us to take into consideration, please tell us about these
here.  This information is requested so that we can care for your needs and will be kept confidential.

Emergency Contact Detail Please give details of your next of kin to contact in case of emergency

To take part, you need to let us know that you have talked about this opportunity with your parent or
guardian.  By signing here they are agreeing to: 1.your application and 2. the sharing of the
information on this form with The Museum of Dartmoor Life.

Title
First name(s)
Surname

Date of birth

Home Address

Postcode:
Email address
Home telephone number

Mobile telephone number

School you attend

Name
Relationship to you
Address

Postcode:
Email address
Daytime tel number

Their name, signature and dater



Our Child Protection Officers are:
Mrs Charlie Edwards
Mrs Nick Stoneman
Mr Sean Freeman

If you have any concerns regarding the safety and well-being
of any student, please feel free to contact one of our Child
Protection Officers.

During holidays anyone can contact the Multi Agency
Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 0345 55 1071 if they have a
concern about a child or young person.

Child Protection and Safeguarding is everyone’s
responsibility.  Please contact a Child Protection Officer if
you have any concerns about a young person’s safety or
well-being.

Telephone our Direct line number:
01837 650914
Or via college switchboard: 01837 650910

Child Protection

Click on the newsletters here
to go to the College Newsletters Archive

Click on the icons to go direct to our
Enrichment programme listing the

Extra Curricular activities.

http://e=learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?Dd=191948
http://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/newsletters.html
http://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/extra-curricular-activities.html


Dates for your diary & forthcoming events

Spring Term 2018

March 2018
Thursday 29 March Last Day of Term

Friday 30 -Friday 13 April Easter Holidays
Summer Term 2018

April 2018 Monday 16 April All Pupils Return

May 2018

Thursday 10 May Parents’ Evening
Year 7 & Year 10

Monday 7 May May Day Bank Holiday

Mon 28 May - Fri 1 June Half Term

June 2018

Monday 4 June All Pupils Return

Thursday 21 June
Last Year 11 Exam

(Individual exam dates for
students tbc)

Wednesday 27 June

 Yr 11 Graduation Fair
(by invite only) 2-3.20pm
Graduation Evening for
students and parents

Friday 29 June Year 11 Ball

July 2018
Tuesday 24 July Last Day of Term

Wednesday 25 July Non-Pupil Day

26 July 2017 Non-Pupil Day



“Nothing but the best is good enough”
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