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Okehampton College takes Funding concerns to the
Department for Education…

Last week, Ian Courtney, Chair of Governors, and myself went to London to
speak directly to Nick Gibb MP, Minister for Schools.  As I am sure you are
aware from the growing publicity around this matter, together with what we have
shared in previous Newsletters, we were concerned about how the funding
proposals will impact on Okehampton College.  We met with Nick Gibb for 40

minutes and we felt we were given a good opportunity to share these concerns and also to voice
some possible alternatives to the proposals.  We recognise that trying to arrange a national
formula is complicated but when it has such a catastrophic consequence financially for schools like
ourselves, it is important that we take every opportunity to have our voice heard.  The meeting was
arranged by Mel Stride MP who is very aware of our concerns.   The consultation concludes
towards the end of March so we will also be presenting our thoughts in writing as part of this
consultation.    Meanwhile you could help by signing a petition and, or, writing an email to your MP.
Visit http://www.schoolcuts.org.uk/#/ to find out how and for suggested email content.

Pupil numbers in Year7 and Year 12 for September 2017…..

On a more encouraging note current figures indicate we will be receiving our full complement of
Year 7 students in September and the number of students wishing to join Year 12 looks like it is
going to be higher than has been the case in previous years.

Highampton Community Primary School Joining The Dartmoor
Federation….

Our Governing Board met last week to discuss the proposal for Highampton Community Primary
School to join The Dartmoor Federation.  The 6 week consultation ended on 24 February 2017
and, whilst there were very few comments forwarded as part of the consultation, Governors
discussed at length the implications of this proposal.  Following their full discussion, the Governing
Board voted unanimously in favour of Highampton Community Primary School joining The
Dartmoor Federation with effect from Easter 2017.

http://www.schoolcuts.org.uk/#/


Thank you!
To everyone who supported this event.

We raised £800 for Nordoff Robbins!  Along with
donations for the Music and Catering faculties to
say thank you for their help on the night and also
the PTFA general fund which is used to support

many aspects of the College.

Mobsters & Dollfaces joined us
for a wonderful evening at the Great Gatsby Ball!



Dear Okehampton College,

When I heard that Nordoff Robbins was to be the charity benefiting from the Okehampton College
Gatsby Ball I was delighted.  Firstly it was a chance to raise awareness of our vital work and
secondly a chance to spend time with my dear friend Carol whom I trained with all those years ago!

I don't think I have ever seen a marquee erected inside a sports hall that was ingenious and gave such a great vibe for the event.  I was
amazed that so many students were involved with the setting up of the event from setting up the sound system and staging for the
singers and musicians, dressing the marquee and laying the tables, to setting up the photo booth.

In the evening it was lovely too see the students playing their part in making the evening such a success as well.  Students welcomed
guests at the door, guiding them to the photo booth to have their photo taken and then on to their table, and selling raffle tickets.  A big
thank you to Ryan Harnell for his efforts in selling the raffle tickets.

The lovely food was prepared and served in the main by the Year 10 caterers under the guidance of Mr Quick, Mrs Thomas and Mrs
Blake. Thank you for all your efforts and giving up of your time.  For their first event, you should be proud of them, they handled
themselves brilliantly. What was also noticeable was the support that they received from other students to help serve the food.  It was so
nice to see real team work.

I knew it was going to be a good evening on the entertainment side as I had been present at some of the rehearsals.  The music whilst
we ate was very enjoyable and then I was on the dance floor most of the night once the dancing started.  The band was really good.
Thank you Mrs Teixeria for giving them confidence and encouraging them to perform.  The singing and the playing was amazing
throughout the evening.

The monies raised through the evening will I assure you be put to good use.  Nordoff Robbins is the largest independent music therapy
charity in the UK, dedicated to changing the lives of vulnerable and isolated people.  We support thousands of people in our own centres
and by working in partnership with a wide range of organisations including care homes, schools and hospitals.  When delivered by a
trained practitioner, music therapy can be used to support people living with a wide range of needs.  It can help a child with autism to
communicate, reduce anxiety for those living with dementia or provide comfort and celebrate the life of someone facing terminal illness.

Last year we reached more people in more places than ever before.  We delivered 26,500 music therapy sessions to 6,985 people in the
UK and we have such a huge demand for our services that we want to expand further.  I thought you might like to get an insight into a
young person we have supported recently and we have a film about Evie and a young man called Ed on our website http://www.nordoff-
robbins.org - please take a look.

In case you are unable to look, here is Evie's story.

Evie was 17 and studying for her AS levels when doctors found a tumour on her brain.  The procedure to remove the tumour impacted
her dramatically - she was left partially paralysed, her attention span had deteriorated and she couldn't process thoughts like she had
done previously.  The operation had significantly changed her voice and she no longer had any tone or pitch.  Singing was a big part of
Evie's life before the operation and that change to her voice left her devastated.

Our music therapist Bev, worked as part of a team to support Evie through her cancer treatment and her rehabilitation to help her walk
and use her left side again. Evie spent three long months in hospital away from her family and friends and having treatment constantly.
During this time, Evie said it was singing she missed the most, which had previously been her release.  She was delighted when she
found out she could have music therapy in hospital as part of her rehabilitation.

Evie said, "The first time I met Bev, I felt a connection.  We talked about the music I liked and we incorporated some Justin Bieber into
my sessions.  Bev would play the keyboard and we would sing.  It wasn't easy, but I grew in confidence, I just appreciated the chance to
do something I loved one on one, away from all the treatments and doctors - it was my escape and a place where I could be 'me' again"

"I was having 6 weeks of radiotherapy with 42 days of chemotherapy at the same time, and was often unable to eat, so the music
therapy came at just the right time each week to take my mind of the discomfort."

"One day we had a schedule clash which meant I would have music therapy at the same time as physio.  Until now it had just been me
and Bev, but now I would have an audience!  This day was a turning point - it was the very first time my mum heard me sing again since
the surgery.  It was a special moment and lost in the music I found the strength to push forward, and I stood again for the first time in that
session.  It was so emotional - the physios and mum all cried.  For the first time in a long time I felt like I was in control again."

"Music therapy was a really important part of my life in hospital and gave me the chance to be creative again.  It gave me focus in a bad
time, and I just think it is really amazing."

So on behalf of Evie and all the thousands of people we support through our life changing music therapy, thank you for an amazing
event and for supporting Nordoff Robbins.

Julie Whelan

A Thank you from
 Nordoff Robbins



Level 3 Preschool Staff needed
Community Links South West CIC are recruiting for the following positions:

Fixed Term Contract Maternity Cover

2 x Zero Hours contract

to work in Bere Alston and Okehampton preschools with the opportunity to work

across all settings.

Starting salary £7.50ph, negotiable dependent on experience.

Closing Date: Midday 13th March 2017

Interviews: W/C 20th March 2017

If so contact Juliette Moran for further information and an application pack

juliette@communitylinks-sw.co.uk

Tel: 07933 663796

We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and

young people and we expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.

The successful candidates will be required to have an Enhanced Disclosure &

Barring Service check in line with the Government's safer recruitment guidelines



SUPPORT STAFF JOB VACANCIES
Location: Okehampton College, part of The Dartmoor Federation
Post:  Cleaner Permanent, Part-time, Required as soon as possible
Hours:  15 hours per week, term time plus 3 additional weeks’ holiday clean
  3.30pm – 6.30pm Monday – Friday inclusive

Salary: £7.52 per hour

Closing Date:   Thursday 2 March 2017

For more information and an application form please telephone 01837 6509107 of
Email recruitment@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk

Job Vacancies

TEACHING JOB VACANCIES - TPS
Location: Okehampton College, part of The Dartmoor Federation

Post:  Teacher of FRENCH, Required Easter 2017 for 1 term
Closing Date:   Friday 10 March 2017

Post:  Teacher of Mathematics Permanent, Full Time from September
    2017

Post:  Teacher of English, Permanent, Full Time from September 2017

Post:  Teacher of Art, Permanent, Full Time from September 2017
Closing Date:     Tuesday 14 March 2017

For further information and to download an application pack for the Teaching Vacancies, please
visit our website www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk or email
recruitment@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk

http://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/
http://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/


I am the Education Welfare Officer for the Local Authority

covering Okehampton College and the Federation schools.  My

role involves monitoring the attendance and lateness of all pupils

below 90%.

I regularly work with schools and follow up any attendance

matters with pupils and parents when there is either authorised or

unauthorised absences.

I would like to inform you that from March 2017 absences for any

medical appointments, including, eye appointments, dentist or

orthodontist appointments will need to be requested by parents on

the S2 absence request form with an attached appointment card,

stating the time and date.  This will ensure that school are fully

aware of when pupils will be missing from school. Ideally

appointments should be made for early morning or late afternoon

except for emergency situations.

I would like to bring the above to your attention, as school will only

be able to authorise half a day for routine appointments unless it

is in exceptional circumstances.

Please feel free to contact me if you wish to discuss any

attendance concerns.

Regards
Linda Page

Important Notices:
Thursday 23rd March 2017,

Year 11 and Year 13 Parents’ Evening.

You will receive an email in due course to advise when the
Parents’ Evening Booking System is open to make
appointments.

Please email parenteve@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk
if you require any assistance.



the Classroom
#teamscience

The theme for this year’s British Science Week is

“Change”, encouraging young people to think

about and investigate the changes happening in the world

all around us; from seasons and climate, to materials and energy. It is

also a chance for young people to consider the changes they can enact to

have a positive impact on the future.

There are many interesting activities to run with your family.

Poster competition

Some of the activities could be followed up by designing a poster, simply look out

for the paintbrush symbol by the activity. The theme for this year’s competition links

with this year’s activity pack theme of ‘change’. For more information on the

competition and how to enter, visit britishscienceweek.org/plan-your-

activities/poster-competition

School competition

We would love to see some pictures of the activities you have run at home with your

family. Please submit a photo with a summary of the activity and your results or what

you have learnt from it. You will be entered in a raffle to win some science prizes.

You can submit by email, send to pfernandez@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk or

submit to your science teacher as a hard copy.

We hope you enjoy trying the different activities!

#Teamscience!

https://www.britishscienceweek.org/plan-your-activities/poster-competition/
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/plan-your-activities/poster-competition/


Try some of these
Fun activities atHome!











the Classroom
#teamscience

KS5 Science visit to the Eden Project

On Thursday 24th February Mrs Bertram and Mr Every took 26 Year 12 A-level
Biology students to the Eden Project. They enjoyed a pleasant and informative
day and were able to see first hand the enormous variety of plant life that exists
in more distant parts of the world and learn about some of the amazing
strategies that some of these use in order to survive and reproduce.

They were given a talk by Eden staff entitled ‘Biodiversity Under Threat’ and
followed this with time exploring the diverse flora of the two biomes and outside
areas. They also discovered some of the challenges facing some species and
the impact that their lack of survival would have on us.

A blooming lovely day was had by all!



Friday - 7:00pm
OctagonTeams of up to 6- per person.All students, staff and parentswelcome.Please bring money for a raffleand refreshments.

21 teams last year!Please sign up in the common
room.



News from the Art and Textiles Faculty
Dear Parents/Carers,

We thought it would be useful for you to understand the expectations we
have of your son/daughter during the next crucial weeks of the GCSE Art
course. We have 3 or 4 weeks left to complete the exam project
(depending on which group your child is in).  It is therefore absolutely
essential that students are working to their maximum capacity.

Lesson time is focused on preparing for the final exam. The expectation is
for students to experiment, research and prepare for the exam, producing a
quantity of work of their best quality.

Students should be working hard to the deadlines which are detailed in their
weekly checklist which is can be found in their sketchbook and on Show My
Homework. We ask that you support your son/daughter to ensure that all
deadlines are met. Once the exam is finished students are not allowed to do
any further improvements on their preparation sketchbook. Their preparation
sketchbook is worth 60 out of 80 marks so it is vital they are working to the
best of their ability now, and have a clear idea of what they plan to make during
the 10 hour exam period. The exam project is worth 40% of their overall grade.

We highly recommend your son/daughter attend after school support sessions
for the next few weeks in preparation for their exam. These run on a Tuesday
and Thursday or any lunchtime.

Thank you in advance for your support. Should you have any concerns please
do not hesitate to contact Ms Murray or myself by telephone.

Yours Sincerely

Ms Le Couilliard  &  Ms Murray
Head of Art    Art Teacher

After School GCSE

Art/Textiles support sessions

will now run on Tuesdays

AND Thursdays until Easter

2017



We were very lucky to have
recently received some funding
from the PTFA and would like to
express our thanks for this
invaluable help which we were
able put to use for both the
Textiles and Photography
courses

For textiles, we purchased new
batik pots for the GCSE and A
Level textiles courses.  Students
have already benefited from

using them and managed to add some impressive and valuable experiments to
their course work.

Thank you also for helping us
with some new studio lighting
for the photography course,
again it has helped to enhance
students’ projects and help
them to create some fantastic
work.  The students are very
impressed with it’s power and
“rechargability”!   Having
discussed it’s uses and benefits
and given that many students
would like to use it for
Portraiture, we have also
purchased an accessory called
a 'beauty dish' which is required to soften and defuse the light. This will make the
intense power of the light more flattering to the face.

Ms Murray and Miss Tyrrell

Thank You PTFA!



Okehampton Library

A collection of 50 titles chosen by young people
and adults
Borrow a book from the display during March, if
you are aged between 13-21 complete the entry
form for a chance to win

devonlibraries.org.uk

Chance to win a £25
book token

@OkehamptonLib

facebook.com/OkehamptonLibrary

Books to Blow
Your Mind



The vast majority of students thoroughly enjoy Design & Technology and wish to take their
practical work home once they have made a contribution towards the cost of materials.

As the College now operates a cashless administration system, we would politely remind you to
make payment via your child’s Squid account, as per the schedule below.

                      Year Group Contribution per Year (2016/2017)
    Year 7    £10.00
    Year 8   £10.00
    Year 9   £10.00
    Year 10   £10.00
    Year 11   £10.00
    Year 12   £15.00
KS3 (Years 7,8,9)

Your contribution allows your child to take their practical work home, for the whole academic
year, from all areas of Design and Technology that provide materials for students, e.g. Elec-
tronics, Resistant Materials, Textiles etc.

Please note, Food Technology students are still expected to provide their own ingredients.

KS4 and 5 (Years 10,11,12)

All KS4 and 5 students are asked to make the contribution as shown above to help cover the
costs of materials and sundries.

Please note, Food Technology and Catering students are still expected to provide their own
ingredients.
Level 1 / 2 in Hospitality and Catering students can hire chef’s whites on receipt of a deposit of
£15.00 which is refundable at the end of the course.

On Wednesday 22 February, the Octagon was transformed into a world of
French farce and comedy!
All of Year 7 were treated to a visit from the internationally renowned theatre
company Onatti.
The play was called ‘The World’s Gone French!’. The story follows the
adventures of a young English boy called Tyler, who is on holiday, falls asleep in
his rubber dinghy, and wakes up miles down the coast from his hotel! Tyler’s
whole world ‘goes French’, and the audience follows the story of how he finds his
way back to the hotel, using the little French that he has learnt at school so far.
All students thoroughly enjoyed the production, and the actors commented on
how well students responded to the challenge of interpreting the play, and on
how well they conducted themselves. This was a great chance for students to
participate in some interactive theatre, and improve their French listening skills
and cultural knowledge at the same time.

Thank you to all parents/guardians for your support!

Miss Carter

Students enjoy a French Farce!



Print WorkshopNews from our





Child Protection
Our Child Protection Officers are:

Mrs Charlie Edwards
Mrs Nick Stoneman
Mr Sean Freeman

If you have any concerns regarding the safety
and wellbeing of any student, please feel free to
contact one of our Child Protection Officers.

During holidays anyone can contact the Multi
Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 0345 55
1071 if they have a concern about a child or
young person.

Child Protection and Safeguarding is everyone’s
responsibility.  Please contact a Child Protection
Officer if you have any concerns about a young
person’s safety or well-being.

Telephone our Direct line number:
01837 650914  Or via college switchboard:
01837 650910

Click Here for a link to all
Okehampton College News-

letters

http://e=learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?Dd=191948
http://e-learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?d=191948


Having spent many happy hours in January practising all the
events involved in the Indoor Athletics programme two  teams
 of 6 girls and  6 boys from a combination of Year 7 and 8
travelled to Ivybridge College to compete in the West Devon
Area competition against teams from Tavistock, Ivybridge and
Kingsbridge . Unusually, Kingsbridge won this round but, as
runners up, we also qualified for the County Final which was
held at Plymouth Life Centre on February 23��

Not wishing to be beaten by Kingsbridge again, and knowing
that the schools from other areas of the County would be
strong, we embarked on a rigorous training regime which involved many hours of hard work at
lunchtimes for the majority of February. All the students from both the previous teams worked hard
to improve their performances so that the eventual team selected was as strong as possible.

So, we travelled to Plymouth with the hope that we would
at least now beat Kingsbridge, and at best get ourselves
into the top few teams. We were delighted when, with the
results announced in
reverse order, out of
16 teams
representing the
various areas, we
were declared
second, and

received silver medals, behind St Peter’s who won Gold.
(Kingsbridge were 8��)!  A brilliant result, achieved with a great
deal of hard work, so a huge well done to all those who took
part - Leon Biaggi, Harry Haithwaite, Saul Jackson-Clist, Ethan
Drew, Cowan Wilson, Stanley Brimacombe, Katie Chapman, Teegan Smith, Indie Horn, Louisa Lynn,

Poppy Benstead, Selini Braines and our long-suffering
reserves Eleanor Turney, Mary Dorain and Adam Stevens .

Now the hard work will start again very shortly for the Outdoor Athletics
season - we look forward to seeing you all there!!!!!
Mrs Colton

Devon County Indoor Athletics

Championships





Important Information for Parents/Carers:
Please be aware of new safeguarding guidance, ‘Keeping Children Safe’

Paragraph 117 - Parents/Carers using Facebook,Twitter and other social media to make derogatory
remarks about staff is not acceptable under the prohibition on reporting and publishing allegations about
teachers in section 141F of the Education Act 2002.  Schools across the country are reporting issues
relating to the misuse of social media sites.  If any such abuse of these sites regarding Okehampton
College takes place, appropriate action will be taken.

The Federation Safeguarding and Child Protection policies can be accessed via the College website
www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk or a paper copy will be made available upon request.

Month Date Event

March 2017 Thurs 23rd March
Year 11 & Year 13 Parents’

Evening

April 2017
Mon 3rd April  - Mon 17th April Easter Holidays

Tues 18th April All Pupils Return

May 2017

Mon 1st May May Day Bank Holiday

Thurs 11th May Year 7 & Year 10 Parents’
Evening

Mon 29th May - Fri 2nd June Half Term

Mon. 5th June All Pupils Return

July 2017

Friday 21st July Last day of Term

Monday 24th July Non-Pupil Day

Tuesday 25th July Non-Pupil Day

Autumn Term 2017

September 2017
Mon 4th September Non-Pupil Day

Tuesday 5th September Non-Pupil Day

Wednesday 6th September All Pupils Return

October 2017 Mon 23rd - Fri 27th October Half Term

Mon 30th October All Pupils Return

November 2017 Friday 24th November Non-Pupil Day

December 2017 Friday 15th December Last Day of Term

Dates for your diary & forthcoming events
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