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I hope that the inclement weather is now behind us.   We are always very
reluctant to close the College as we are aware of the impact it has on child care and
education. Having watched the forecast closely and monitored the weather warnings
and the advice from the Met Office and the police, I am sure you would agree that, on
this occasion, closing the College was the right thing to do. I hope that it didn’t
inconvenience anyone too much and that the students took the opportunity to make
the most of the unusual conditions and played outside. We shared messages by
email, text, Twitter, Facebook and on the website and I hope you felt that the

communication from the College was clear and timely.

Thank you to all of you that responded to the call for help during the time that the College was used as
a rescue centre. I know that the many people who were forced to spend the night here were very grateful
for all the support they were given on what was a terrible night. It fills one with pride to know that a
community will respond in such a way.

The bad weather also affected the Year 11 mocks. I was impressed with the way the students
responded to the disruption, as the Thursday exams had to be moved to the following Monday. They
received their results this Monday in much the same way as they will receive them on results day in the
summer.  I am sure they have learnt a lot from the process and will take the opportunity to reflect on what
they can do to improve for the real exams in the summer. With just a few weeks to go we are very much
on the home straight now and we look forward to seeing you for the final Parents’ Evening for Years 11
and 13 on Thursday 22 March 2018.

Last weekend the girls table tennis team travelled up to Leicestershire to represent the College in the
Butterfly Schools’ Team National Championship Finals. I am pleased to say that they came second only
losing in the final to the team populated with national players. Congratulations to Mari Baldwin, Emily
Haskell, Zoe Bennett and Megan Brogan for their success. It is an absolutely phenomenal achievement.

We hope to see many of you at the annual Easter Concert which will be taking place on Wednesday 28
March.  This year the concert is focusing on ‘Songs with Meaning’ and will be taking place in the Octagon
Theatre at 7pm.  Tickets are still available and can be ordered from Mrs Morrison in the Curriculum

Support Office. We look forward to seeing you.

Derrick Brett
Principal
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In PSHE lessons, Year 7 will be receiving the Living Life To The
Full Programme being delivered by PSHE teachers with the
support of some Year 12s and Steve West from EH4MH.  All
PSHE staff and Year 12s have attended the training for LLTTF
and we have also received some Whole School Awareness on
LLTTF from EH4MH.  The programme aims to make students
more aware of their Mental Health and focuses on

· Resilience

· Emotional Well Being

· Promoting good Mental Health

· Preventing poor Mental Health

Educating students about their 10-a-day  Mental Health diet
is core to the programme and a daily habit that we hope all
students and staff at Okehampton College will start to be
more aware of.
We will also promoted the 10-a-day through assemblies and
tutor times during Mental Health Awareness week.   We
hope to offer some yoga and Mindfulness and other whole
school activities in the aim of promoting our Mental Health
within the College.   As parents, please help us support our
young people and if you have any thoughts on how we can
do more within the College do not hesitate to let us know.

Living Life To The Full (LLTTF)

The Dartmoor Federation Local Governing Board
Parent Governor Election

Thank you to the candidates who stood for election as parent governors for the
Dartmoor Federation. Thank you too to all those who voted.
Following the recent ballot count, we are very pleased to announce our two new parent
governors, Mr Timothy Pratt and Mrs Julia Capell.
We wish them well in their exciting and challenging new roles and look forward to
working with them.

Tania Skeaping             Tim Williams
Chair of Governors       Co-Chair of Governors



Unfortunately the Year 8, 9 and 10 end of season netball tournaments were all
cancelled due to the severe weather we experienced. However Okehampton
College hosted the Year 7 End of Season tournament on Thursday 8 March.
Exeter school were undefeated and won the tournament with St Peters and
Okehampton coming in joint second place (having drawn their match and both
lost out narrowly to Exeter School).

Year 7 and 8 played a friendly match against West Exe school on Tuesday 13
March and won both matches. Year 8 won 20-13 and Year 7 won 27-9.

A few of our students qualified and have just competed in the Devon County ASA
Swimming Championships held at the Plymouth Life Centre over the
last month, these were:

·   Alfie Morgan – Tavistock SC– 15 years and over age group –
Qualified and raced in 2 events with a best performance of 16th in
the 50m backstroke;

·   Sophie Howell – Okehampton Otters – 13 years and over age group – Qualified
and raced in 6 events, qualified for 2 finals and placed 7th and a  best performance of 4th

place in the 50m backstroke;

·   Grace James – Exeter City – 16 years and over age group – Qualified for 14 and
raced in 13 events, qualified for 9 finals and placed 7th twice, 6th once, 5th twice, 4th

twice, a Bronze Medal in the 800m freestyle and a best performance of a Silver Medal in
the 200m breaststroke.

All swam extremely well with personal bests being achieved, congratulations to you all
for your success in qualifying for these championships and the hours of training needed
to get there and perform – Well Done.  Focus now for all of our swimmers in the next
month is on qualifying for the Regional ASA Swimming Championships – so good luck!

Well done to the Table Tennis Under 16 Girls who took part in the
national team championships on Saturday in Hinkley.

They finished in 2nd place which is very impressive within a National
Competition!  The trophy is now sitting with pride in our reception.



Opportunities: "An activity day in the
woods looking at timber
production and woodland
management. For any
student seeking a career
outside in the woodlands,
ecology etc. this would be
an excellent day to inspire
and understand the
woodlands better. For
example the link between
archaeology, ecology and
the reasons behind
needing to use horses to
remove timber etc.. The
importance of woodlands
and farming etc.. It is also
a great day out to bring
families & friends together
in the outdoors! "

Northlew Silver
Band - the ONLY
REMAINING SILVER
band in Devon...... we
have currently 8-10
players but really need a
‘musical director’.
This band will never die,
but we’d like to breathe
more life than we are
now.

Contact:
Tim Williams on
01409 221754 or
07770 600047





All Year 11 art students are working on their exam which accounts for 40% of their final
grade. They were given the exam on 4 January. We now have a total of 3 weeks

remaining, which is no time at all. Your son/daughter will then sit a 10-hour art practical exam.
It is advised that students should be working on their exam sketchbooks at home for 3-4 hours per week until
they sit the exam which begins on 26 March.
Here are some up and coming important dates and information regarding the end of your son/daughters
Art/Textile GCSE.

Important dates and information:

·   262729  March GCSE Art Exams:

Under the new specification rules and guidelines, once the exam starts they WILL NOT be allowed to add
anything into their books nor will they be allowed to take their books home in-between the days of their exam.
Therefore, their sketchbooks need to be finished by the 26 March.
When their 10 hour exam has finished they will not be allowed their book/final piece back for improvements.
We advise students to bring in equipment they need for the exam. e.g. Art packs, canvases, mounting
boards, materials, special coloured threads etc.

Easter holidays:

Following the Art department Art/Textile coursework review, we have agreed 4 weeks additional time is
needed for all students to make improvements. The majority of the work that has been handed in has
important components missing that is significantly pulling them down e.g. annotations of all practical
work/four ways forward in preparation for their final pieces/mock final piece in books/evaluations etc.
Students will be allowed their coursework books and final pieces back to make, and improvements, work
through the checklists that have been created to support students in doing this independently. This will need
to be collected straight after their exam.

Final coursework deadlines:

Mrs Murray’s Textiles – 30 April
Mrs Oxley’s Art - 30 April
Mrs Hobbs’ Art – 1 May
FINAL deadline of ALL coursework and final pieces. No further opportunity to give books/final pieces back.
This deadline cannot be missed. If your son/daughter is absent  or has forgotten their work we will need it
brought into school by a parent/guardian/family member.

Following all deadlines:

Students will use their art lessons for revision/practice exam papers/homework/additional work for their other
subjects, this is something that students will need to organise before the lesson. Even though this is not a
normal lesson, the same rules do apply. They will not be allowed to leave the room to get work from other
teachers during lesson time.

Room 304 with
 Mrs Hobbs

3.15 - 4.30pm

Room 306 with
 Mrs Murray

3.15 - 4.30pm

Room 303
Lunch Times

Weds 2 March Thursday 22 March 2018

Additional sessions available for GCSE students:

ART/TEXILE GCSE STUDENTS







Click on the newsletters here
to go to the College Newsletters Archive

Click on the icons to go direct to our
Enrichment programme listing the

Extra Curricular activities.

http://e=learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?Dd=191948
http://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/newsletters.html
http://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/extra-curricular-activities.html


Our Child Protection Officers are:
Mrs Charlie Edwards
Mrs Nick Stoneman
Mr Sean Freeman

If you have any concerns regarding the safety and well-
being of any student, please feel free to contact one of our
Child Protection Officers.

During holidays anyone can contact the Multi Agency
Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 0345 55 1071 if they have
a concern about a child or young person.

Child Protection and Safeguarding is everyone’s
responsibility.  Please contact a Child Protection Officer if
you have any concerns about a young person’s safety or
well-being.

Telephone our Direct line number:
01837 650914
Or via college switchboard: 01837 650910

Child Protection



Dates for your diary & forthcoming events

Spring Term 2018

March 2017

Thursday 22 March Parents’ Evening
Year 11 & Year 13

Thursday 29 March Last Day of Term

Friday 30 -Friday 13 April Easter Holidays
Summer Term 2018

April 2018 Monday 16 April All Pupils Return

May 2018

Thursday 10 May Parents’ Evening
Year 7 & Year 10

Monday 7 May May Day Bank Holiday

Mon 28 May - Fri 1 June Half Term

June 2018

Monday 4 June All Pupils Return

Thursday 21 June
Last Year 11 Exam

(Individual exam dates for
students tbc)

Wednesday 27 June

 Yr 11 Graduation Fair
(by invite only) 2-3.20pm
Graduation Evening for
students and parents

Friday 29 June Year 11 Ball

July 2018
Tuesday 24 July Last Day of Term

Wednesday 25 July Non-Pupil Day

26 July 2017 Non-Pupil Day



“Nothing but the best is good enough”
Okehampton College
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