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Welcome to English Language A Level

A word of warning…
…this book may appear to be useless and boring but it actually holds lots of crucial information which will help to get you through the year. So, don’t just throw it on the floor in your room or stick it in a pile of paper and forget about it – USE IT! 
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An Outline of the Year

In year 12 you will focus on 2 components. Each module involves an assessment to help monitor and build on progress. Everything studied in year 12 feeds into the exams and research project undertaken in year 13. 

Over the course of the year you will:
-learn the different language levels involved in the study of linguistics and use them to analyse language use within real-life texts, both written and spoken.  
-gain an understanding of relevant language theories concerning Gender and Power and apply them to your language analysis. 
-Produce non-fiction writing where you critically engage with topical issues relating to Language.
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Component One – Exploring Language

Section A: Understanding language features in context
The focus of this section is on the effect of writer’s linguistic features in a short written text. You will study a range of texts and genres and be expected to explore how and why particular features have been used in the construction of the text.

You will learn how to identify and analyse a variety of features across a range of language levels, exploring the possible effects of contextual factors on language use.

Section B: Comparing and contrasting texts
The focus of this section is on exploring linguistic connections and comparisons between different modes of communication, e.g. in spoken and written texts or spontaneous and crafted speech. At least one spoken text will always be included in the paper. You should be prepared to explore the effects of mode across the two texts.

The main focus is analysing linguistic features however you may choose to apply theoretical concepts and issues broadly, for example with reference to gender and power.
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Component Two – Exploring Contexts

Section A: Writing about a topical language issue

This section focuses on an issue or concept related to language in use and provides the opportunity to explore your own ideas and attitudes in a piece of original writing. We encourage you to look at a range of topical issues with a particular focus on language and gender and language and power. Issues are explored critically, while evaluating and responding to underlying attitudes towards language and language users. 

You will be given a real-world purpose and audience for this task and the writing needs to match the specified genre, mode and context. (GCAP)

Section B: Exploring language in context

This section offers a choice of two texts and contexts to explore. You will respond to an unseen text in relation to gender theories and issues or a different unseen text relating to power theories and issues.

Both texts will be multi-modal and require knowledge of theories and concepts as part of the linguistic and graphological analysis; you will explore the way gender is represented or the way power is represented in a variety of texts and discourses.

General Information

Teaching Staff: S.Foley, C.Vincent
You will be expected to complete further reading in addition to the class work, complete independent tasks and compile a scrapbook of articles and interesting examples of language use. Junk mail takes on a whole new  meaning! 
Useful resources:

· Emagazine - username okehamptoncollege01, password englang2
· www.universalteacher.org.uk
· http://www.englishbiz.co.uk/mainguides/a-level_frameworks.htm
· www.slideshare.net/BCALevels/alevel-english-glossary
Language Levels (labelled as linguistic methods in some texts)
	Language Level


	Description

	Morphology
	How words are built using prefixes, suffixes and roots. How new words form and develop from roots.

	Grammar
	How the language is built i.e. the structure and rules which underpin how we form sentences + word classes

	Phonology
	The sounds of our language that produce certain effects, including rhythm, rhyme, intonation, stress, pauses etc.

	Lexis
	The words we use from all the words in the language and what effect different words will have.

	Semantics
	How meaning is conveyed, whether implicit or explicit, through word choice, metaphor, euphemisms etc.

	Pragmatics
	How we know what language means when it is used in a specific context, sometimes described as ‘reading between the lines’.

	Discourse
	How we analyse texts based on clues  i.e. discourse markers such as ‘Once upon a time…’; also background and structure of texts.

	Graphology
	How the layout of a text can contribute to meaning including use of fonts, graphics, colours etc.


*** These language levels will be used throughout AS and A Level English Language so make sure you are very familiar with them***
Essential Terminology

	ACCENT

ACCOMMODATION

ACRONYM

ADJACENCY PAIRS

ADJECTIVE

ADVERB

ADVERBIAL

AFFIX

ALLITERATION

ANTONYM

ARCHAIC/ARCHAISM

ASSONANCE

AUXILIARY VERB

BLEND

BORROWING

BROADENING

CLAUSE

CLIPPING

COHESION

COINAGE

COLLOCATION

COLLOQUIAL LANGUAGE

COMPARATIVE

COMPLEMENT

COMPLEX CLAUSE

COMPLEX SENTENCE

COMPOUND

COMPOUND CLAUSE

COMPOUND SENTENCE

CONJUNCTION

CONNOTATION

CONTRACTION

CONVERGENCE

CREOLE

DECLARATIVE SENTENCE

DEIXIS

DENOTATION

DETERMINER

DIALECT

DIALOGUE

DISCOURSE

DISCOURSE MARKERS

DIVERGENCE

ELLIPSIS

ESTUARY ENGLISH

EUPHEMISM

EXCLAMATORY SENTENCE

FIELD

FIELD-SPECIFIC LEXIS

FILLED PAUSE

FILLER

FORMAL/FORMALITY

GENRE

GRAMMAR

GRAPHOLOGY

GRICE’S MAXIMS (CO-OPERATIVE PRINCIPLE)

HEAD WORD

HYPERNYM, HYPONYM

IDIOLECT

IDIOM

IMPERATIVE SENTENCE

INFINITIVE

INFLECTION

INTERROGATIVE SENTENCE

INTERTEXTUALITY

JARGON

LATINATE

LEXICAL FIELD

LEXIS

LOAN WORD

MARKEDNESS

METAPHOR

MODE

MODIFIER

MORPHOLOGY

NARROWING

NEOLOGISM

NON-FLUENCY FEATURES

NOUN

ONOMATOPOEIA

ORTHOGRAPHY

PARALINGUISTIC FEATURES

PARENTHESIS

PHATIC CONVENTIONS

PHONEME

PHONETICS

PHONOLOGY

PHRASE

PIDGIN

POST MODIFIER

PRAGMATICS

PREFIX

PRE MODIFIER

PREPOSITION

PRESCRIPTIVISM

PRONOUNS

PROSODY

PUN

RECEIVED PRONUNCIATION

REGISTER

REPAIR

RHETORIC

RHETORICAL QUESTION

SALIENT

SEMANTIC FIELD

SEMANTICS

SIMILE

SIMPLE SENTENCE

SLANG

SOCIOLECT

STANDARD ENGLISH

SUBORDINATE CLAUSE

SUFFIX

SUPERLATIVE

SYLLABLE

SYNONYM

SYNTAX

TABOO LANGUAGE

TAG QUESTION

THIRD PERSON VERB

TOPIC LOOP

TOPIC SHIFTER

UNVOICED PAUSE

VERB

VERB TENSE

WORD CLASS


	the pronunciation of words. Regional accents include Cockney and Geordie

a theory suggesting that we adjust our speech to ‘accommodate’ the person we are addressing

a word composed of the initials of other words, and pronounced as a whole word i.e. ASH, Action on Smoking and Health

the basic unit of conversation, consisting of an utterance and its response

a word that can be used to describe a noun

a word added to a verb to modify its meaning e.g. fast

a word or group of words working as an adverb usually giving information about time, place or manner

a group of letters forming part of a word, usually a prefix or a suffix

the use of repeated consonants at the beginning of words

a word that is opposite in meaning to another word

terms referring to language features no longer in use

a repetition within successive words of similar vowel sounds

a verb placed in front of a  main verb e.g. ‘is’, ‘have’ and ‘can’

a word formed by combining parts of other words e.g. ‘smog’ from ‘smoke’ and ‘fog’

a word or expression taken from another language

occurs when the meaning of a word is extended; the word retains its old meaning but takes on one or more added meanings as well.

a group of words forming a unit within a sentence, usually containing a subject and a verb

a word formed by shortening an existing word e.g. ‘phone’ from ‘telephone’

refers to the way texts hold together, the way parts connect. This connection can be through words, grammar and ideas

the creation of a completely new word

the way certain words frequently appear together, often in a certain order

the informal vocabulary used in everyday conversation

an adjective that makes a comparison, usually ending in –er e.g. ‘colder’ and ‘faster’

a part of a sentence that describes a subject or an object

a main clause with subordinate parts

a sentence containing a main clause and one or more clauses of lesser importance

a word or expression formed from the combination of other words e.g. ‘blackbird’ and ‘head waiter’

mixture of parts to make a whole clause

two or more simple sentences joined together by a co-ordinating conjunction e.g. ‘and’, ‘but’ or ‘so’

a word which joins together the different parts of a sentence e.g. ‘and’ and ‘or’

not so much the surface meaning of a word, as what it implies or suggests i.e. home = warmth

occurs when words are combined to form a single shortened word e.g. ‘we’ve’ from ‘we have’

when the speech styles of two or more people move closer to each other

a pidgin language that has developed and become the first language of new generations of speakers

the most common type of sentence, a statement

deictic expressions cannot be understood unless the context of the utterance is known e.g. ‘here’ and ‘there’

the straightforward, objective meaning of a word i.e. its dictionary definition

a word used before a noun to indicate quantity, identity or significance e.g. ‘a’, ‘the’ and ‘some’

a language variety in which features of vocabulary and grammar show the user belonging to a particular regional group

a spoken interaction involving more than one person

a continuous piece of written or spoken text

words and phrases that signal the structure and organisation of the text

when the speech styles of two or more people move away from each other

the omission of part of a word, or of a word or words from a sentence, while still making sense

an accent that originated in London and the south-east and that has spread outwards to other parts of the country

the use of a mild word or phrase instead of one that is considered in some way offensive, painful or unpleasant

a sentence that ends with an exclamation mark

the topic of a text, its subject matter

vocabulary associated with a particular topic or field

a hesitation such as ‘um’ and ‘er’

a word or expression of little meaning commonly inserted into speech e.g. ‘you know’ or ‘like’

involves a scale of social use relating to situations, which are ‘tight’ or ‘loose’. Linguists talk of levels of formality

a type or form e.g. novel, short story, poem etc.

the system by which texts and meanings are constructed

the appearance of a text which influences how it is read and understood

the underlying understanding between speakers and their observance of conversational rules which enables talk to take place:

1. Quality

2. Quantity

3. Relevance

4. Manner

the main word in a phrase

a hypernym is a general word linked in meaning to more specific words, known as hyponyms e.g. ‘furniture’ is a hypernym and ‘desk’ is a hyponym

an individual’s distinctive way of speaking

an expression whose meaning cannot be understood from the meanings of the individual words that make up the expression

a sentence that is a command

a form of a verb that does not specify person or number e.g. ‘to run’ and ‘to lift’

a letter or group of letters at the end of a word serving a grammatical function. Also known as an inflectional affix

a sentence that is a question

when a text makes reference to, or incorporates elements of, another text

the technical language of a certain occupation. The word is often used critically

derived from Latin root

a group of words with associated meanings and uses

the vocabulary of a language

a word that has been taken from another language

when a word indicates that it is not the norm e.g. ‘waitress’ is marked by the ‘ess’ denoting a female

a comparison where one thing is described in terms of another, without using the words ‘as’ or ‘like’

the sort of text being produced, and its possible genre

a word that gives more information about a head word

the study of the structure of words

when the meaning of a word narrows so that it becomes more limited and specific

a new word or phrase

· Borrowing (taken from another language)

· Compounding (joining 2 words together)

· Acronym (formed from the initial letters or syllables of other words)

· Blending (merging 2 or more words together)

· Clipping (abbreviating a word)

features that interrupt the flow of a person’s speech e.g. hesitations and repetitions

a word that indicates the name given to a person, place, object, feeling etc.

the use of words whose sound echoes their meaning, such as ‘rustle’

spelling and other aspects e.g. punctuation of the writing system

gestures and accompanying facial expressions which contribute to the communication of meanings in speech

a word or passage inserted into a sentence that is grammatically complete without it

utterances such as ‘you know’ which establish and maintain social contact

the smallest unit of sound in a language

the study of the sounds of speech

the study of the patterns and systems of sounds in particular languages

a word or group of words that functions as a unit in a sentence

a language that combines two or more other languages, enabling the members of different speech communities to communicate

a word which provides extra information after the noun / verb

the study of the part that language plays in social situations and social relationships

a group of letters commonly found at the beginning of words e.g. re- and un-

a word which provides extra information before the noun / verb

a word that relates one word to another e.g. ‘in’ and ‘under’

an approach to the study of language that favours rules identifying correct and incorrect language use

words which substitute for nouns and noun phrases i.e. ‘I’ and ‘mine’

prosodic features refer to aspects of sound such as rhythm, speed and pitch

a deliberate play on two or more possible meanings of a word

the accent associated with upper-class speakers of English

the appropriate style of language

in conversation, a repair resolves a problem that has arisen – e.g. speakers may correct themselves if something has been said in error

the use of language to persuade

a question which does not require an answer but is used persuasively

stands out as important

a grouping of words with related or similar meanings – through being connected in a certain context

the study of words and their meanings

a figure of speech that makes an explicit comparison between two things

a sentence that contains only one cause

language, which is not generally accepted as part of polite, Standard English – (not to be confused with dialect)

the distinctive vocabulary and grammatical constructions particular to an identifiable social group

the accepted vocabulary and grammatical constructions of educated ‘correct’ English

a clause within a  sentence that is less important than the main clause

a group of letters commonly found at the ends of words e.g. –able and –ly

an adjective indicating the highest degree, usually ending –est e.g. ‘coldest’ and ‘fastest’

a single unit of speech or a sub-division of a word e.g. ma-gic  has two syllables

a word similar in meaning to another word

the way sentences are constructed

words that are avoided because they are considered offensive, embarrassing, obscene or unpleasant

a question attached to the end of a statement e.g. ‘it’s cold isn’t it’

one which is used with ‘he’, ’she’, ‘it’ or ‘they’

occurs when a conversation returns to an earlier topic

an utterance that moves a conversation on to another topic

a silent pause in speech

a word that indicates doing or being i.e. actions

these indicate the time in which something happens

the type of word e.g. noun, verb, adjective, adverb, preposition etc 


EXAM BOARD GLOSSARY

PAS – Purpose – Audience - Style
PFAC – Purpose – Form – Audience - Context
PETAL paragraph (point - evidence - technique- analysis-link to P-A-S) comment
WARNING! 
AS English Language is a complex subject which requires enthusiasm, dedication and hard work.  It will change your understanding and perception of the language you meet every day and its users. Be warned!!
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Analytical Methods
	LEXIS/
SEMANTICS
	GRAMMAR
	PRAGMATICS
	PHONETICS/
PHONOLOGY
	
	DISCOURSE

	Examining the stylistic aspects of a text at the level of word choice and word meaning.
	...at the level of sentence structure and function.
…the function of different word types
	...at the level of inferred meaning created by social context.
	...at the level of word sounds.
	... 
	...at the level of a text's structural coherence and unity as well as its  social, cultural and ideological aspects.


NOTES:
PAGE  
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