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Breaking News……..

The Governing Board of The Dartmoor Federation has been considering how best to
align The Dartmoor Federation for the future in light of the rapidly changing
educational landscape.  We are pleased to be able to inform you that we are now
considering forming a Multi-Academy Trust, working in close collaboration with a
number of other local schools.  For more information, please click on the link below:

http://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/uploads/6/1/4/4/61443371/the_dartmoor_mat_communic
ation_brief_10_2_17.pdf

On Tuesday 7th February we had the second Extended Learning Day of the term.  The purpose of these
days is to provide students with the opportunity to develop skills and form opinions on areas that they
would otherwise not experience within the school curriculum.  I very much enjoyed eating a traditional
Sikh langar meal, a vegetarian curry which our Year 7 students prepared. Langar refers to the practice
of cooking and serving a meal to anyone who visits the Gurdwara, where Sikhs worship.

I was also pleased that ‘Positively Madly’ were in to support Year 11’s in developing their revision skills.
With the mock exams beginning on the Thursday after half term, the timing of such an event will hopefully
help and support them in their preparation for these exams.

Thank you to all parents of Year 9 and Year 11 students for their support with the Options process.  At the
Curriculum Evening we said that the ‘open nature’ of our Options process means that students will not
always get their first choices.  In the vast majority of cases, we have been able to offer students what
they have chosen, however, where this has not happened I would thank you for your understanding.

Thank you to all those who attended the Year 8 and Year 12 Parents’ Evening and took the opportunity to
speak with staff.  Tonight, we are very much looking forward to The Great Gatsby Ball which is taking
place inside a marquee in the Sports Hall.  This is becoming a school tradition and is a great opportunity
for everyone to dress up to the theme and have fun.  At the weekend 30 Year 11 History students will be
travelling to Berlin for three days to support their preparation for their GCSE History qualification. They
are going to visit a range of historical sites including Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp, 1936 Olympic
Stadium, the Brandenburg Gate and the Reichstag Building. They are staying in the city centre and hope
to also soak up some German culture.  A full summary of the trip will be in the next newsletter.

We trust that you have a great half term week and we look forward to seeing students return on Monday
19th February.

http://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/uploads/6/1/4/4/61443371/the_dartmoor_mat_communication_brief_10_2_17.pdf
http://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/uploads/6/1/4/4/61443371/the_dartmoor_mat_communication_brief_10_2_17.pdf
http://www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/uploads/6/1/4/4/61443371/the_dartmoor_mat_communication_brief_10_2_17.pdf


the Classroom
#teamscience

Entries are now being accepted for the International Images for Science competition 2017. The
competition is organised by The Royal Photographic Society (RPS) and supported by Siemens
as part of the Curiosity Project, a three-year programme which aims to engage young people’s
interest in science and engineering.

Entrants are required to take a visually appealing picture that tells a science
story.
The Top 100 entries will be chosen by an expert panel and the winners will be announced at an
Awards Ceremony in September 2017 – the International Images for Science exhibition will then
tour around the UK including several major science festivals.

“We want as many people as possible to enter this competition - school or college
students, scientists, photojournalists, artists - everyone!” says RPS coordinator, Gary Evans,
“Entrants can have fancy equipment or use a smartphone, it doesn’t matter. The important
point is to capture your view of science in a way that tells a story to the average person.”

From the 100 exhibition images, five prizes will be awarded:
• Gold Award (Age 26 and Over): £1000 and an RPS Gold Medal
• Silver Award (Age 26 and Over): £750 and an RPS Silver Medal
• Bronze Award (Age 26 and Over): £500 and an RPS Bronze Medal
• Gold Award (Age 18-25): £750 and an RPS Gold Medal
• Gold Award (Age 17 and under): £500 towards photography equipment and an RPS Gold Medal
The competition is free to enter, simply register online at rps-science.org and upload your images
to the web site.

Closing date is midnight on 30th April 2017

 FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS
Check the website below for details on how to enter and previous

winning images.
Ask Mrs Fernandez in room 416 if you have any question

https://rps-science.org/events/International-Images-for-Science/

https://rps-science.org/events/International-Images-for-Science/


Finding past papers
Go to the AQA website: www.aqa.org.uk and click on the Past papers
tab

On the drop down menus choose the subject (Science), qualification
(GCSE) and specification – we are following the Biology 4401,
Chemistry 4402 and Physics 4403 specs.

You can choose papers from June 2013 to 2015 here. Core and
Additional students will be examined in units 1 and 2; triple science
students will be examined in units 1, 2 and 3.

Mark schemes are also available!

science

Mock preperation



Head Students
Corner

Hope everyone had a lovely Christmas and a happy start to 2017!

The start of the year has been extremely busy with the Year 12’s and 13’s working hard for their mock
exams which took place during the middle of January. I hope all your grades reflected your effort and true
abilities as I have never seen the study rooms so packed! If they did not show your potential, do not be
afraid to be ask your teachers for extra guidance and be aware that most teachers do run intervention
sessions at least once a week at lunch time – take full advantage of these.

2017 has also seen a rush of University offers for those Year 13 students that applied, so
congratulations to all students who have had offers or interviews. Good luck to students who still have
interviews to come, remember to prepare and just be yourself, as I myself am aware how daunting the
experience can be. For those students who have not heard back from universities, we all have our fingers
crossed for you. 2 students have also received offers from Oxford and 1 received an offer from Cambridge
which just shows the potential of some of the students that are studying at Okehampton College so a huge
congratulations to them and I am so pleased all of your effort paid off as these offers are well deserved.

Just a reminder, that throughout the year the Post 16 department will be having a cake sale on the first
Friday of every month. Any donations would be great and your support would be much appreciated,
whether it is baking cakes or buying and eating them! All money raised goes towards the Post 16
department so it will benefit you all…

On Friday 31st March the Post 16 will be holding their annual quiz night at 7:30pm in the
Octagon which is available to all Year 11, 12 and 13 students, as well as teachers and
parents. Having done the quiz night myself last year I can assure you that the evening is
great fun; a chance to have fun with your friends before you all go off for the Easter
holidays. There will also be drinks, cakes, snacks and a raffle on the night. Last year
there was a massive turnout of 21 teams, please help us beat that number this year by

inviting your friends and family along – so start thinking of some cool and creative team
names! The sign - up sheet will be available in the hallway at the entrance

to the Post 16 block so better start gathering your teams together and getting your
general knowledge perfected now whilst you still have the chance. Look forward to
seeing many of you there.

To all those Year 13’s who have been on work experience this week: I hope you
all had a interesting, educational time and that your placements were beneficial
and cemented your future career aspirations.

Everyone have an amazing half term – use is as a chance to recuperate and relax, but also use it as a
chance to get on top of revision and start working hard. Wish you all the best and see you back in a
week’s time all refreshed and ready to crack on with the rest of the year!

Jessica James
(Vice Head Girl)

On behalf of:
Mollie Rickwood (Head Girl), Munkhbayar Bayartsengel
Elkins (Head Boy)
and Tristan Shaw (Vice Head Boy).



On Sunday 5th February 7 students went to the Devon Schools gymnastics competition held at Exeter
Gymnastics club. This was to represent Okehampton College and compete in the floor and vault
competition.
The U14 team consisted of Melissa Doble Headon, Niamh Grimshaw, Charlotte Dore and Flora Dixon.
We also took for U19 individual gymnasts;  Isy Chapman, Amelia Townsend and Freya Andrew. All the
girl’s represented the college fantastically well, and it was commented on how ‘neat’ and well behaved
our gymnasts were.
A massive congratulations goes to Niamh Grimshaw who managed to achieve individual 3rd place in the
U14 category. This is a great achievement at Year 7!  Also huge congratulations to Melissa Doble
Headon who achieved 1st place in the U14 category (both girls are pictured below).

The U14 team were then in a tight completion with Pilton for the team gold medal. The Okehampton
team took the silver medal but there was less than 1 point in it overall.

Well done to all the girls who put in a solid performance and performed with grace, maturity
and poise!

Niamh Grimshaw (3rd place) and Melissa Doble Headon (1st place)

The U14 team picking up their silver medal!

Amelia Townsend, Melissa Doble Headon,

 Freya Andrew, Flora Dixon, Niamh Grimshaw, Isy Chapman



Last Friday night the Music department hosted ‘Band Night’, an
opportunity for student run bands to showcase their work.
“The Octagon theatre was filled with the music and talent of students
from Year 8 to Year 12.
The music ranged from powerful heavy metal to collective Indie, solo’s
to whole bands.  The incredible sound (no matter how loud) was
enjoyed by the supportive family and friends of each act.  Each
number had been well-rehearsed and played to perfection. Even with a
few minor technical difficulties, the performers filled the stage in their
own way.  The night was an enlightening event which allowed the
supporters to see young people expressing their passion for music in
very different ways.  One performer described the event as a
“vibealicious” experience!
Look out for the next Band night in
the Summer Term.”

Courtenay Bolt. 11EMR

Success at Band Night



Notices from
The Canteen



Uniform

P.E.

Need new uniform?
We are now running a

“Preloved” Uniform shop from Tree Tops!

We have trousers/sweatshirts and polo shirts of many
sizes, including small sizes.
Clean and ready to wear.

Items can be purchased with a donation starting
from £1.

Do you have old uniform to donate?

We would welcome any donations of old/spare uniform to the pre
loved shop, especially larger sizes. We are happy to wash and dry them
ourselves so we can pass them on to new owners. Just drop them off at
in Tree Tops in a bag marked, “donation to pre loved shop”.

Preloved



Click Here for a link to all
Okehampton College

Newsletters

Child Protection

Our Child Protection Officers are:
Mrs Charlie Edwards
Mrs Nick Stoneman
Mr Sean Freeman

If you have any concerns regarding the safety and
wellbeing of any student, please feel free to contact
one of our Child Protection Officers.

During holidays anyone can contact the Multi
Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 0345 55
1071 if they have a concern about a child or young
person.

Child Protection and Safeguarding is everyone’s
responsibility.  Please contact a Child Protection
Officer if you have any concerns about a young
person’s safety or well-being.

Telephone our Direct line number:
01837 650914

Or via college switchboard: 01837 650910

http://e=learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?Dd=191948
http://e-learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?d=191948


Year 11 News
Key Dates for Year 11…

A reminder of some of the key dates coming up for year 11…

23rd Feb Mocks start.
13th Mar Mock Results – given as the real results would be
 in August!
23rd Mar Yr 11 Parents Evening
24th Mar Yr 11 Photos
31st Mar End of term
18th Apr Start Summer Term
1st May Bank Holiday
15th May First exam
29th May  Half term this week
16th June  Last exam
19th June  Graduation Service in College aprox 7-8pm
23rd June Yr 11 Ball

Unsure of what to revise over half term?
Download the PiXL Maths App onto your tablet or phone and do the Daily

Challenge or Take a Challenge to give you a mix of topics and immediate marking!!
Instructions for logging in are on Show My Homework.



Required as soon as possible

PERMANENT PART-TIME CLEANER
to join our friendly and dedicated premises team

15 Hours Per Week - 3.30pm to 6.30pm Monday to Friday
41 weeks per annum

(term time plus 3 additional weeks to be working during the school
holiday periods)

£7.52 per hour

An enhanced DBS check is required for this post.

For more information and an application form please telephone
01837 650917

or email recruitment@okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk
Closing Date: Thursday 2 March 2017

Modern Foreign Languages Teacher

Required from September 2017 – Temporary for 1 Year
Location: Okehampton College, part of The Dartmoor Federation

Job Term:  Temporary for One Year / Full Time
Salary:  TPS

Closing Date: 23 February 2017

Job Vacancies



Important Information for Parents/Carers:
Please be aware of new safeguarding guidance, ‘Keeping Children Safe’

Paragraph 117 - Parents/Carers using Facebook,Twitter and other social media to make derogatory
remarks about staff is not acceptable under the prohibition on reporting and publishing allegations about
teachers in section 141F of the Education Act 2002.  Schools across the country are reporting issues
relating to the misuse of social media sites.  If any such abuse of these sites regarding Okehampton
College takes place, appropriate action will be taken.

The Federation Safeguarding and Child Protection policies can be accessed via the College website
www.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk or a paper copy will be made available upon request.

Month Date Event

February 2017
Thurs Feb 9th Year 8 & Year 12 Parent’s

Evening

Mon 13th Feb - Friday 17th Feb Half Term

Mon 20th Feb All Pupils Return

March 2017 Thurs 23rd March
Year 11 & Year 13 Parent’s

Evening

April 2017
Mon 3rd April  - Mon 17th April Easter Holidays

Tues 18th April All Pupils Return

May 2017

Mon 1st May May Day Bank Holiday

Thurs 11th May Year 7 & Year 10 Parent’s
Evening

Mon 29th May - Fri 2nd June Half Term

Mon. 5th June All Pupils Return

July 2017

Friday 21st July Last day of Term

Monday 24th July Non-Pupil Day

Tuesday 25th July Non-Pupil Day

Wednesday 26th July Non-Pupil Day (Occasional Day)

Autumn Term 2017

September 2017
Mon 4th September Non-Pupil Day

Tuesday 5th September Non-Pupil Day

Wednesday 6th September All Pupils Return

October 2017 Mon 23rd Oct. - Fri 27th October Half Term

Mon 30th October All Pupils Return

November 2017 Friday 24th November Non-Pupil Day

December 2017 Friday 15th December Last Day of Term

Dates for your diary & forthcoming events
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