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Wes� Si�� St�ry – � �����nd�us �uc�es�!
Congratulations to everyone associated with the recent performance of West Side Story.
The show was a resounding success and I would like to thank everyone who attended this
event and to those who have been in touch with us with such positive comments and
praise.  The students put on 6 performances throughout the week and also performed
sections of the Show to different year groups within College the following Monday.  It was
evident that a huge amount of hard work had been put into the preparation of the Show
and I would like to thank staff and students for their dedication and commitment.  It was

great to see these youngsters grow as individuals through their experiences.  We are already starting to talk about
what the next Show will be so I am sure there will be lots of ideas put forward over the next few months.
W�l� D��� to ���ry��e – it wa� �u���b.

I w��l� �lso ���e to �h��� �l� �ho�� �h� �u�p�r�e� ��� PT�A ���n� at A�h�u�y
�e��n��y. Simon and Joan Essex have been strong supporters of the College for a number of years now.   It is
important to recognise this ongoing support and their tremendous generosity in, once again, offering us the use of
their hotel.  All the money raised from this event goes into the PTFA funds which are then used to support
initiatives within College.

By the time this Newsletter becomes available we will be putting the finishing touches to the V���n�i�e
D�n��� D�n�e. 172 people have purchased tickets with proceedings also going to the PTFA funds.  The music
will be provided by the College Big Band and our catering students are preparing the food.  I am sure this, like the
Ashbury event, will also prove to be a success.

Whilst the Expressive Arts Faculty were heavily involved in the recent performance, the PE Faculty have been
equally as busy undertaking an array of sporting fixtures against other schools.  We will publish the results of these
fixtures in the next Newsletter.

On a slightly disappointing note, we have been alerted to the fact that there has been some inappropriate
behaviour by youngsters of College age in the vicinity of High Street/Jubilee Close.  This behaviour is happening
outside of College time but it is something that we do not condone.  Please be aware of this and, if you feel that
your son/daughter may be involved, please speak to them so this inappropriate behaviour can be addressed.

I would draw your attention to the next half term which is relatively short.  Please be aware that we finish on
Thursday 24�� March as Good Friday is on 25�� March.

I h��e y�� �n� y�ur f�m��y h��e �n �nj�y�b�� h�lf ��rm ��e�� �n� I lo�k f��w�r� to
�e�ing �l� s�u��nts �e�u�n �n M�nd�� �2nd F��ru�r�.



How to revise in English Club
How To Revise In English Club:
Every Wednesday lunchtime in Room 609.
For Year 11 with Mrs Thornton.   Attend if you are not sure
HOW to revise for your two GCSE English qualifications.

Science Revision Sessions
KS5 Biology - Room 401
Monday & Thursday Lunchtime

KS5 Chemistry - Room 416
Wednesday & Friday Lunchtime

KS5 Physics - Room 410
Monday & Thursday Lunchtime

Textiles & Art  support  sessions
After school support every Tuesday & Thursday

Exams:
Yr 11 Textiles W/C 14�� March- 10 hours spread over 3 days, Tuesday
15��, Wednesday 16�� and Thursday 17�� March

Yr 11 Art W/C 21�� March‐ 10 hours spread over 3 days, Tuesday 22ⁿ�,
Wednesday 23�� and Thursday 24�� March.

These are their real exams and worth 40% of their final grade. Pupils
are currently working on the preparation sketchbook for their exam
which is worth 60 out of 80 marks so it is vital they are working to their
full capacity between now and the exam.



I would like to take this opportunity to inform you of the latest happenings regarding Year 11.

The first week of term we were visited by an outside company (Positively Mad) that
delivered a presentation to all students focusing on revision skills. This gave students
practical advice on how to revise, and prepare for their GCSEs. They also provided a session
for parents and carers on the same day in the Octagon and those that attended it have
hopefully benefited from it (and improved their knowledge of Muhammed Ali!) We are

obviously following this up during tutor times with various activities aimed at helping the students
organise their time and revision.

Another round of data should now be with you. As a result of this and our ongoing support for students, all
students should be meeting with their mentor before the half-term break to discuss their next steps and
set targets to work on in the coming months. The report will also include an indication as to whether your
child is on track to graduate this year.

Although Graduation is no longer a pre-requisite for the Ball, it is obviously of great importance and we
would like as many students to achieve this distinction as possible. A student graduates by accumulating
points for attendance, progress achieved in their subjects and Approach to Learning. Obviously points
given for poor behaviour will be deducted from this total but, at the same time, students can earn extra
points for attending intervention sessions, excellent work, displaying enthusiasm and commitment etc. In
addition, students can be awarded extra Graduation Points for all extra-curricular activities completed or
taken part in both in and outside of school.

Regarding Next Steps, it was great to see so many of you at our Curriculum Evening and students wishing
to enter the Sixth Form should have returned their options by now. After half-term, those students will
receive individual interviews with sixth form staff as part of the induction process. Careers South West
continue to provide career guidance and all students are entitled to a one-hour 1:1 interview with them. If
your child has not yet had one and you would like them to, please get in touch with me at the College. For
those students opting for other avenues, we have visiting staff from The Duchy College and the
Apprenticeship Schemes coming into school after half-term to answer questions and provide information.

The Mock examinations will also soon be upon us after half-term and your child should now have received
their timetable. This is our last chance to recreate the atmosphere and experience of GCSEs and give time
for intervention, if needed. Please can I ask you to encourage the students to revise for these – they are
important and, whilst they do not ‘count’ towards their final grades, they give us vital information and are
a valuable indication of what their eventual outcome could be.

We are aware that this is a very pressurised and stressful time for Year 11 and we are doing our best to
alleviate this. This week we delivered sessions to the whole year group designed to give them some stress
busting ideas and focusing their minds on ways to alleviate the pressure. We are also going to run some
additional sessions for those students who feel the need for some extra help and guidance.

As always, any questions or queries that you may have, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with either
myself or your child’s tutor.

Year 11 News



Click Here for a link to all
Okehampton College

Newsletters

Child Protection Update!
While Mrs Charlie Edwards is on maternity leave the College Child Protection Officers will
be:

Mrs Nick Stoneman (Full time Child Protection Officer) 01837 650914
Mr Sean Freeman - 01837 650910
Mrs Kelly Hoggins - 01837 650910

Child Protection and Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.  Please contact a Child
Protection Officer if you have any concerns about a young person’s safety or well-being.

Attendance:
A minimum of 180 points needed

The College target is 95% so this is a
realistic goal for all Year 11 students.

 Any holiday taken count against
attendance.

Progress:
A minimum of 180 points needed

A mean score of 180 points for all
subjects.

•Above target = 300

•On target = 200

Below target = 140

Approach to Learning:

A mean score of 120 points for all
subjects.

• mean score of 2 = 80

•mean score of 3 = 120

•mean score of 4 = 160

A minimum of 120 points needed

Final Total:
a minimum of  500 points needed.

Any points lost will be deducted from your total score.

Year 11 Graduation:  Qualifying Criteria

We want you all to succeed -

Be ontarget formostsubjects

Entry to2 Examsor more
attendance

or better
95%

Approachto learningmean scoreof 3 or
above

http://e=learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?Dd=191948
http://e-learn.okehamptoncollege.devon.sch.uk/index.phtml?d=191948


Free Half Term Workshops – Okehampton Library is working with FabLab Devon, in
association with FabLab Plymouth, to offer a number of FREE workshops on Monday 15th

February.  The workshops are designed to give young people and families a flavour of what
FabLabs can offer using digital technologies such as 3D printing, laser cutting, 3D scanning
and 3D design.

Build a Glider 10:00-12:30  – Design, construct and fly a laser cut wooden glider.  Use 3D
design software and the 3D printer to develop parts such as a nose and propeller to
improve the flight of the glider.  You will take home the ultimate glider.  Suitable for 9-16
year olds.

Makey Makey – Musical Objects 14:00-16:30 – Using Makey Makey kits, you will turn
everyday objects into musical instruments using basic circuits and programming.  Selecting
from a wide range of objectives you will programme them to play a musical tune.  Suitable
for 6-12 year olds.

All workshops are free and equipment, materials and tuition will be provided.  Places are
limited so early booking is recommended through www.fablabdevon.org/events-
workshops

To celebrate World Book Day in March there will be a chance to win an ebook reader
(kindly purchased by the Friends of Okehampton Library).  During March pick up a copy of
our fun Book Quiz from the library, £1 a sheet, and one lucky winner will be drawn from the
correct entries received.  Closing date 31st March 2016

On Saturday 5th March author Rebecca Alexander, writer of urban and historical fantasy,
will be offering three Creative Writing workshop taster sessions at Okehampton Library.
Recent experience in writing is not necessary, just an enjoyment of stories! There will be
three workshops -   10.30am -12.30pm Writing Short stories and Flash Fiction. 1.30-3pm
Writing Poetry.  3.30pm- 5pm Writing Children’s Fiction.   Booking is essential as places
are limited and prices are from £7.50-£10 per person per session to include refreshments

Local historian Paul Rendell will be presenting for the first time his brand new talk ‘Tales of
100 miles Walking Across Dartmoor’.  Paul talks about the Pack Pony Challenge that he
undertook recently following in the footsteps of the moormen of yesteryear.  It was a tough
challenge but a great achievement by the ponies, the dogs and the people that
accompanied him. The talk starts at 7pm on Wednesday 9th March, tickets cost £4 each in
advance to include refreshments.

News from Okehampton Library



Okehampton College LRC /  Library News
Reknowned Author to visit Okehampton College - A date for your diary!

On Friday 11�� March we are planning an exciting event for our students.   Ali Sparkes,
author of the ‘Shapeshifter’ series and ‘‘Car Jacked’ has agreed to visit the school to
talk to Year seven and Year eight students about her books.

Ali is an internationally renowned author whose work has been translated into many
languages and we are delighted to have secured a visit by her.   She will be talking to
the students about inspiration for their own writing and also enthusing them about
the joy of reading.  This will support the literacy work that we do in school and we
hope it will prove a stimulating experience.

Afterwards there will be an opportunity to buy a book and get it dedicated and signed
by Ali.    A signed book can be a permanent reminder of a special experience and can
reinforce the message about the importance of reading.   If your child would like to
purchase a book, please make sure they bring some money in on the day.  The books
will range in price from £7-£10.   Please send cash rather than a cheque if possible, as
this makes life a lot easier for us.  Of course, if your child already owns any of Ali’s
books they can bring those in and she will be happy to sign them.

We are sure you will agree that this is an opportunity not to be missed and the
students can look forward to a very exciting day.

In preparation the library has also acquired more of her books should any student wish
to borrow her books before the event.  More specific information regarding the cost
and purchasing of books will be provided at a later date.

As a taster, here are some of the books that hopefully will be on offer to buy the day
of the visit.



Polly and Freddy fall asleep in 1956, while helping their brilliant scientist father
with his cryonics experiments. They expect to be up for tea, but they’re next woken
by Ben and Rachel – in the 21�� century. How will posh, old fashioned Freddy and
Polly cope with the 21�� century? Will their bodies survive more than 50 years of
cryonic suspension? And can Ben and Rachel help them discover why their father
left them frozen in time..? Winner of the Blue Peter Book of the Year Award 2010

Lucy is an alien – although she looks the same as humans. She’s been travelling
to Earth alone for ten years, brought up by a holographic mother since she was
four. She hopes to fit in with normal teenagers as soon as she lands on the Isle
of Wight… but she’s more different than she realizes. And so is the alien
stowaway that’s come with her. The thing that wiped out her entire race back
on her home planet… Oops

 Jack is a 12-year-old genius with an IQ of 170. When his family car is stolen by a
desperate bank robber, Jack is accidentally abducted. Within seconds his
carefully controlled life is way off track. But being on the run with a convict isn't
quite what he expects - and soon he's using his super-sharp brain to help the
guy...

FREAK OF  FORTUNE – Ali’s shortest, snappiest adventure. (Please note this
really IS short!) about two boys caught up in a life changing flash flood…(very
good for reluctant boy readers)

Within weeks of its launch at Hay Festival, Car-Jacked is picking up

top reviews in the national newspapers.  It’s also been going down a

storm in schools and festivals across the country!



Print WorkshopNews from our





Triple A Challenge Congratulations!

Well Done Both! we look forward to seeing you progress through the other levels!

  Mrs Offer

Isabelle Brett and Dharma Barnes have completed the first level
of the programme and received their red badges!

Extreme Reading competition!

Submit your photos into Mrs Coopey,
your English Teacher, or Student Reception

Win a Book Token!
Over half term take some pictures
of yourselves reading in extreme situations..

Can you do better than these?

This year's theme for
dressing up as book
characters is :
heroes and villains
throughout history!



Congratulations!

Interhouse Competition
Oak BeechElmAsh

Well done to the following students who applied for the roles of House Captains and
Yr 11 Senior Students and were successfully selected.  They help the Student
Progress Leaders and Head of Year 11 in their roles and I am sure they will be great
role models for their House and Year.

ASH House: Molly Bond and Hannah Easton
BEECH House: Christable White, Elsa Frangleton and Dharma Barnes
ELM House: Cheyenne Searle, Seb Hocking, Rubens Woodland
OAK House: Holly Bromley, Sophie Mugliston, Molly Miners and Courtenay Bolt

Yr 11 SENIOR STUDENTS: Meghan Parkhouse, Henry Sproats,  Lewis Johns, Issy
Wimberlake, Sadie Ash, Megan Hegarty , James Seaton-Burns, Ryan Harnell, Luke
Coombe, Rebecca Harrison, Niamh Cole, Rhiannon Walker, Vicki Penwill, Chloe Brooking
and Prevail Harmony.

House Captains & Senior Students

We have had many Inter House events run so far this year:
Cross Country, Football, Dance, Gymnastics, Netball, ABC Poster Competition,  Maths
Christmas Quiz, Yr 7 Transition Reading Passport Competition, Rotary Club Short
Story, Achievement and Attendance.

There are still many more competitions to take part in like Chess, The Maths Easter
Quiz, lots and lots of Sport and more!

Hopefully we will have competitions run in each subject area by the end of the year.

The Results at present are:
1st Place – Ash House with 77 pts
2nd Place – Beech House with 68 pts
3rd Place – Oak House with 57 pts
4th Place – Elm House with 42 pts

Well done everyone and keep representing your House!



Month Date Event
Spring Term 2016

February 2016

Mon 15th February -

  Fri 19th February
Half Term

Mon 22nd February All Pupils Return

March 2016
Thurs 24th March Last Day of Term

Mon 28th March -  Fri 8th April Easter Break

Summer Term 2016
April 2016 Mon 11th April All Pupils Return

May 2016
Mon 2nd May May Day Bank Holiday

Mon 30th May -  Fri 3rd June Half Term

June 2016 Mon 6th June All Pupils Return

July 2016

Weds 20th July Last Day of Term

Thurs 21st July Non-Pupil Day

Fri 22nd July Non-Pupil Day

Autumn Term 2016

September 2016

Thurs 1st September Non-Pupil Day

Thurs 2nd September Non-Pupil Day

Mon 5th September All Pupils Return

Important Information for Parents/Carers:
Please be aware of new safeguarding guidance, ‘Keeping Children
Safe’
Paragraph 117 - Parents/Carers using Facebook,Twitter and other social media to make derogatory
remarks about staff is not acceptable under the prohibition on reporting and publishing allegations
about teachers in section 141F of the Education Act 2002.  Schools across the country are reporting
issues relating to the misuse of social media sites.  If any such abuse of these sites regarding
Okehampton College takes place, appropriate action will be taken.

Dates for your diary & forthcoming events


